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FOR  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 

WE  ASSOCIATE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER 
EOR  THE  FOLLOWING  PURPOSES 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America;  to 
maintain 


in  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a one  hundred  percent  Americanism; 


to  preserve 


the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars,  to 


wmw 


inculcate  a sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation; 

g SfaSSSffi 

to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the 
master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 
and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 


~b~y  our3<?SHon '"WTrcuEiEl 
helpfulness. 
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ABOUT  THE  COVER:  Bob  and  Ira  Spring, 
Photographers,  Edmonds,  Washington,  took  the 
photograph  Jor  the  cover  oj  the  58th  National 
Convention  Program  oj  The  American  Legion. 
Snow-capped  Mount  Rainier,  14,410  jeet  high, 
jorms  a beautijul  background  with  crystal  clear 
Eunice  Lake  in  the  joreground.  The  picture  was 
taken  jrom  Tolmie  Peak  and  shows  the  northwest 
side  oj  Ml.  Rainier.  Mount  Rainier  is  actually  a 
dormant  volcano  and  is  the  source  oj  several  streams 
that  carry  away  the  melting  winter  snows. 
Legionnaires  and  members  oj  the  Auxiliary  and  their 
Jamilies  are  encouraged  to  visit  these  scenic  beauties 
to  be  Jound  in  Mount  Rainier  National  Park  just 
southeast  jrom  Seattle.  This  National  Park  covers 
378  square  miles  and  is  serviced  daily  by  bus. 
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National  Commander  s message  of  welcome  to  Seattle  58th 
Annual  National  Convention 


It  is  my  great  pleasure  to  welcome  all  delegates  and  guests 
to  this  58th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion  in  this  historic  American  Bicentennial  year. 

This  is  the  first  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion  to  be  conducted  in  the  state  of  Washington.  We  are 
pleased  to  be  here  in  the  great  American  Northwest.  We  of 
The  American  Legion  know  the  fine  hospitality  of  this  part 
of  America,  and  all  of  our  preliminary  contacts  with  the 
people  of  Seattle  and  of  Washington  assure  us  of  a warm  and 
friendly  reception  from  the  people  of  our  host  city  and  state. 

The  American  Legion  will  be  concluding  a busy  and 
rewarding  year  with  this  National  Convention,  a year  which 
has  seen  the  successful  completion  of  a number  of  special 
projects  aimed  at  giving  meaningful  support  to  our  coun- 
try’s two  hundredth  birthday. 

First  was  our  Freedom  Bell  project  which  included  the 
production  of  a bell  twice  the  size  of  the  Liberty  Bell.  The 
Freedom  Bell  is  nearing  the  end  of  its  travels  on  the  Free- 
dom Train  and  is  scheduled  for  placement  in  the  nation’s 
capital  as  a gift  to  the  nation  from  The  American  Legion  and 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  on  behalf  of  the  children  of 
America. 

Next  came  our  cooperative  effort  in  a nationwide  fund 
raising  drive  in  support  of  the  American  Cancer  Society. 
This  was  a part  of  our  own  “War  Against  Cancer,”  through 
which  we  hope  to  stamp  out  this  menace  within  our  life- 
times. I am  deeply  appreciative  of  the  support  given  by 
American  Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  every- 
where, which  enables  us  to  give  a meaningful  gift  to  the 
American  Cancer  Society  at  this  Convention. 

Our  1976  combined  and  expanded  Boys  Nation-Girls  Na- 
tion program  also  was  in  recognition  of  America’s  Bicenten- 
nial, as  was  our  re-emphasized  “Get  Out  the  V ote”  program. 

Further,  I’m  confident  that  our  constant  emphasis  on  all 
aspects  of  our  country’s  need  for  a “second-to-none”  na- 
tional defense  capability,  and  for  an  adequate  civil  defense 
posture  has  had  great  influence  on  the  thinking,  or  has  led  to 
the  positive  positions  being  advocated  by  our  country’s 
executive  and  legislative  leaders. 


Our  special  programs,  in  addition  to  continuing  support 
to  all  of  our  established  programs,  have  given  us  a busy  and 
productive  year.  I thank  all  of  you  for  your  great  efforts  in 
support  of  these  programs  and  I know  this  Convention  will 
plan  well  the  work  of  the  year  ahead. 

HARRY  G.  WILES 
National  Commander 
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WHERE  TO  REGISTER 
OBTAIN  INFORMATION 
BUY  MUSIC  SPECTACULAR  TICKETS 


Five  locations  will  be  maintained  in  the  Seattle  down- 
town area  for  the  convenience  of  visitors.  You  may  register 
for  the  convention  ($5.00  per  adult),  secure  answers  to  your 
convention  questions,  and  buy  tickets  for  the  Music  Spec- 
tacular scheduled  for  High  School  Memorial  Stadium  on 
Saturday  night,  August  21. 

Booths  will  be  located  in  the  lobbies  of  the: 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
Olympic  Hotel 
Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
Flag  Plaza  Pavilion  — (National 
Headquarters  Office) 

Coliseum,  Seattle  Center 
(during  Sessions,  August 
24,  25,  26  only) 

Booths,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  the  Coliseum  will 
operate  from  1:00  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  on  Thursday,  August 
19  and  daily  thereafter  from  9:00  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  until 
taken  out  of  service. 

Music  Spectacular  tickets  are  priced  at  $3.50  for  the  con- 
cert section  and  $2.50  for  general  admission.  State  and  city 
taxes  are  included  in  ticket  prices.  The  show  is  scheduled  for 
High  School  Memorial  Stadium,  Seattle  Center  commenc- 
ing at  7:00  P.M.  on  Saturday,  August  21. 


The  Registration/ Information  and  Ticket  Committees 
will  have  headquarters  in  the  Convention  Corporation  office 
located  in  the  Mayflower  Park  Hotel. 

All  persons  (except  those  under  age  12)  are  reminded  that 
the  official  convention  badge  or  other  approved  credentials 
are  required  to  gain  entry  into  the  General  Convention  Ses- 
sions scheduled  for  the  Coliseum  at  Seattle  Center,  August 
24,  25  and  26. 
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There  was  a time  when  you  had  to 
go  big  to  get  luxury.  No  more. 

GM’s  mid-size  cars  offer  upholstery 
choices  in  fine  velours,  luxurious 
knitted  fabrics  and  soft  vinyls.  Thick 
cut-pile  carpeting.  And  smooth, 
comfortable  rides  on  full-coil 
suspensions. 

It  sometimes  takes  a lot  of  will- 
power to  keep  from  buying  more  car 
than  you  need.  But  with  luxury 
like  this  at  mid-size  prices,  we’re 
giving  your  willpower  a lot  of  help. 

We  want  you  to  drive 
what  you  like  and  like 
what  you  drive. 

General  Motors.  Maker 
of  Chevrolet,  Pontiac, 

Oldsmobile,  Buick  and 
Cadillac. 


Pontiac  Grand  LeMans 


Buick  Regal 


Chevrolet  Chevelle  Malibu  Classic 


Oldsmobile  Cutlass  Supreme  Brougham 


ry’s  a good 
reason  for 
choosing 
a full-size  car. 

And  with  GM,  it’s 
also  a good  reason  for  choosing 
a mid-size  car. 
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Best  Wishes  to 


The  American  Legion 


from 


077 


We  are  proud  to  be 
Consultants  to 
National  Headquarters 

National  Headquarters- American  Legion  Auxiliary 

and 

the  Departments 
for  The  American  Legion 
Employee  Insurance  Benefit 
Program 

Underwritten  by 

Life  Insurance  Company  of  North  America 
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Dreams  and  achievements  . . . that’s  the  Spirit  of 
America.  And  throughout  its  history,  America’s 
dreams  have  come  true  through  hard  work,  courage, 
and  a commitment  to  excellence. 

Celebrations  are  part  of  the  American  Spirit,  too. 
And  for  100  years  Americans  have  reached  for 
Beechwood  Aged  Budweiser  beer  on  those  special 
occasions. 


This  year — America’s  Bicentennial —is  indeed  a 
special  occasion.  And  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  for  your  hearty  acceptance  of  the 
King  of  Beers. 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH,  INC. 

ST.  LOUIS 

Brewers  of  Budweiser 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  following  companies 
which  have  contributed  so  substantially 
to  the  success  of  the  58th  Annual 


& 


Hx 

& 

^ ^ ^ 


National  Convention 

Royal  Office  Typewriters 

(Division  of  Litton  Industries) 

Royal  Typewriter  Company  — Seattle 

Seagram  Distillers  Company 

Schenley  Distillers  Company 

Seattle  Fire  Department 

Seattle  Police  Department 

General  Motors  Corporation 

Wilson  Sporting  Goods  Company 

Seattle  King  County 
American  Red  Cross 


^ # 


^ q 


& 

& 

^ ^ V 
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cAmeri<^ii\TegiorL 
TreedornfBell  GDecar|tef" 


Available  at  Qorjveijtiori 


Dhi§,  beautiful,  fiarid-ctSfted 
Royal  Halburton  china  decanter,  finished  in  a 
bronze  overglaze,  will  be  filled  with  the  finest 
100  month  old  Kentucky  straight  bourbon  whiskey. 
Because  it  will  be  an  extremely  limited  edition, 
this  very  fine  collector’s  item  will  only  be 
available  for  sale  at  the  Convention  site. 


Available  °A bwC 

The  American  Legion  Freedom 
Bell  decanter  is  available  during 
the  convention  at  all  Seattle 
State  Liquor  Stores. 


GNatioi\ally'  fanious  American  Legion  Freedom  Bell, 
which  has  been  touring  the  United  States  aboard 
the  Freedom  Train,  during  this  Bicentennial  Year, 
has  been  reproduced  by  Mr.  Boston  Distiller 
Corporation  in  commemoration  of  the  58th  National 
American  Legion  Convention  to  be  held  in  Seattle 
Washington  August  20-26,  1976. 


GLet  OldfJVbfBostori  beydur  barteqdeiT 

Old  Mr.  Boston  Distiller,  Boston,  Mass.,  Albany,  Ga.,  Owensboro,  Ky. 
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DIRECTORY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HEADQUARTERS 
OFFICE 

Flag  Plaza  Pavilion  — Seattle  Center 

305  Harrison  Street 

682-9770 


CONVENTION  CORPORATION  HEADQUARTERS 

Mayflower  Park  Hotel  — Second  Floor 

405  Olive  Way 

682-7610 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 

SESSIONS: 

Coliseum  — Seattle  Center 
682-9770 

DISTINGUISHED  GUEST  HEADQUARTERS 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  STAFF 

Royal  Inn  Motor  Hotel 
2301  8th  Avenue 
682-0200 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Olympic  Hotel 
4th  & Seneca  Street 
682-7700 

SESSIONS: 

Grand  Ballroom 
Olympic  Hotel 

EIGHT  & FORTY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Olympic  Hotel 
4th  & Seneca  Street 
682-7700 

SESSIONS: 

Georgian  Room 
Olympic  Hotel 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PHOTOGRAPHER 

Central  Studios 

Mayflower  Park  Hotel  — Second  Floor 

405  Olive  Way 

682-7610 


OFFICIAL  DELEGATION  HOTELS 


ALABAMA 

Vance  Motor  Hotel 
7th  & Stewart  Street 
623-2700 

(Lawson  M.  Lynn,  Adjutant) 

ALASKA 

(William  C.  Kelm,  Adjutant) 

ARIZONA 

Continental  Plaza  Motel 
2500  Aurora  Avenue,  North 
284-1900 

(Bryant  B.  Barron,  Adjutant) 

ARKANSAS 

Camlin  Hotel  & Cabanas 
8th  at  Pine  Street 
682-0100 

(Arthur  R.  Cross,  Jr.,  Adjutant) 

CALIFORNIA 

Greenwood  Inn 
625  116th,  N.E. 

Bellevue,  Washington 
455-9444 

(James  L.  Smith,  Adjutant) 


CANADA 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 

(Arthur  J.  Davignon,  Sr.,  Adjutant) 

COLORADO 

Seattle  Airport  Hilton 

17620  Pacific  Highway,  South 

244-4800 

(E.  Dean  Hunter,  Adjutant) 

CONNECTICUT 

Kennedy  Hotel 
1 100  Fifth  Avenue 
623-6175 

(Hugh  C.  Graham,  Adjutant) 

DELAWARE 

Washington  Athletic  Club 
1325  Sixth  Avenue 
622-7900 

(Garland  D.  Bloodsworth,  Adjutant) 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Continental  Plaza  Hotel 
2500  Aurora  Avenue,  North 
284-1900 

(H.  Victor  Conwell,  Adjutant) 
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FLORIDA 

Washington  Athletic  Club 
1325  Sixth  Avenue 

622-7900 

(Dyke  Shannon,  Adjutant) 

FRANCE 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 

(Daniel  S.  Campbell,  Adjutant) 

GEORGIA 

University  Tower  Hotel 
4507  Brooklyn  Avenue,  N.E. 
634-2000 

(George  E.  Osborne,  Adjutant) 

HAWAII 

Towne  Motor  Hotel 
2205  Seventh  Avenue 

622- 3434 

(Jay  Field,  Adjutant) 

IDAHO 

Kennedy  Hotel 
1 100  Fifth  Avenue 

623- 6175 

(Marion  P.  Johnson,  Adjutant) 

ILLINOIS 

Hyatt  House  at  Sea-Tac 
17001  Pacific  Highway,  South 
244-6000 

(Vincent  A.  Sanzotta,  Adjutant) 

INDIANA 

Sea-Tac  Motor  Inn 

18740  Pacific  Highway,  South 

246-8600 

(William  D.  Jackson,  Adjutant) 

IOWA 

Sherwood  Inn 
400  N.E.  45th 
634-0100 

(Robert  R.  White,  Adjutant) 

ITALY 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 

624- 7400 

(John  J.  Fornacca,  Adjutant) 

KANSAS 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
(Ben  Franklin  Section) 

5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 

(Kenneth  L.  Young,  Adjutant) 


KENTUCKY 

Seattle  Downtown  Travelodge 
2213  Eighth  Avenue 
624-6300 

(Ray  A.  Beyer,  Adjutant) 

LOUISIANA 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 

(John  C.  Bailey,  Jr.,  Adjutant) 

MAINE 

Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
405  Olive  Way 

623-8700 

(Daniel  Lambert,  Adjutant) 

MARYLAND 

Camlin  Hotel  & Cabanas 
8th  at  Pine  Street 
682-0100 

(Daniel  H.  Burkhardt,  Adjutant) 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Sea-Tac  Motor  Inn 

18740  Pacific  Highway,  South 

246-8600 

(John  P.  Swift,  Adjutant) 

MEXICO 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 

624-7400 

(John  Brecker,  Adjutant) 

MICHIGAN 

Bellevue  Holiday  Inn 
1121  Main  Street 
Bellevue,  Washington 
455-5240 

(F.  Gerrit  Veldman,  Adjutant) 

MINNESOTA 

Edgewater  Inn 
Pier  67 
624-7000 

(Frank  C.  Momsen,  Adjutant) 


7 he  Washington  Plaza  Hotel,  a 40-story,  614-room  hotel  in  downtown  Seattle, 
will  be  the  Headquarters  Hotel Jor  the  1976  American  Legion  National  Conven- 
tion. The  National  Commander  and  other  National  officers  will  be  housed  at  the 
Washington  Plaza,  which  also  will  house  the  convention's  distinguished  guests 
and  Distinguished  Guest  Suite. 
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MISSISSIPPI 

Vance  Motor  Hotel 
7th  & Stewart  Street 
623-2700 

(David  Blakeney,  Adjutant) 

MISSOURI 

Royal  Inn  of  Sea-Tac 

18220  Pacific  Highway,  South 

246-5535 

(Lloyd  E.  “Ed”  Johnson,  Adjutant) 

MONTANA 

Royal  Inn  of  Sea-Tac 

18220  Pacific  Highway,  South 

246-5535 

(Hugh  “Tony”  Cumming,  Adjutant) 

NEBRASKA 

University  Tower  Hotel 
4507  Brooklyn  Avenue,  N.E. 

634-2000 

(Ray  Oltman,  Adjutant) 

NEVADA 

Towne  Motor  Inn 
2205  Seventh  Avenue 

622- 3434 

(Chester  L.  Perkins,  Adjutant) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
405  Olive  Way 

623- 8700 

(Hubert  S.  O’Neil,  Adjutant) 

NEW  JERSEY 

Hyatt  House  at  Sea-Tac 
17001  Pacific  Highway,  South 
244-6000 

(Donald  Gillis,  Adjutant) 

NEW  MEXICO 

Hungerford  Hotel 
1100  Fourth  Avenue 

623- 3900 

(Hugo  Flores,  Adjutant) 

NEW  YORK 

Seattle  Hilton  Hotel 
Sixth  & University  Street 

624- 0500 

(Leonard  Baxter,  Delegation  Chairman) 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Century  House  Motor  Hotel 
2224  Eighth  Avenue 

624-6820 

(James  L.  Adcox,  Adjutant) 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

Olympic  Hotel 

4th  & Seneca  Street 

682-7700 

(Vernon  Useldinger,  Adjutant) 

OHIO 

Holiday  Inn  of  Sea-Tac 
17338  Pacific  Highway,  South 
248-1000 

(J.  P.  “Pat”  Hone,  Adjutant) 

OKLAHOMA 

Travelodge  By  The  Space  Needle 
200  Sixth  Avenue,  North 

623- 2600 

(C.  J.  Wright,  Jr.,  Adjutant) 

OREGON 

Seattle  Airport  Hilton 

17620  Pacific  Highway,  South 

244-4800 

(Ron  Dreeszen,  Adjutant) 

PANAMA 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 

624- 7400 

(William  S.  Fischer,  Adjutant) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Olympic  Hotel 
4th  & Seneca 
682-7700 

(Edward  T.  Hoak,  Adjutant) 

PHILIPPINES 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  at  Westlake 
624-7400 

(Vernon  L.  Flesner,  Adjutant) 

PUERTO  RICO 

Roosevelt  Motor  Hotel 
7th  & Pine  Street 
624-1400 

(Jose  A.  Roman,  Adjutant) 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Olympic  Hotel 
4th  & Seneca 
682-7700 

(Louis  R.  J.  Malo,  Adjutant) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Cosmopolitan  Hotel 
2106  Fifth  Avenue 
682-8833 

(James  A.  Hamilton,  Sr.,  Adjutant) 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Towne  Motor  Hotel 
2205  Seventh  Avenue 

622- 3434 

(Cyril  J.  Paul,  Adjutant) 

TENNESSEE 

Vance  Motor  Hotel 
7th  & Stewart  Street 

623- 2700 

(Barney  W.  Greene,  Adjutant) 

TEXAS 

6th  Avenue  Motor  Hotel 
2000  Sixth  Avenue 
682-8300 

(W.  H.  McGregor,  Adjutant) 

UTAH 

Cosmopolitan  Hotel 
2106  Fifth  Avenue 
682-8833 

(Dean  C.  Hall,  Adjutant) 

VERMONT 

Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
405  Olive  Way 

623- 8700 

(Ray  Greenwood,  Adjutant) 

VIRGINIA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
7th  & Pine  Street 

624- 1400 

(Philip  D.  Grimm,  Adjutant) 

WASHINGTON 

Hungerford  Hotel 
1100  Fourth  Avenue 

623- 3900 

(W.  H.  “Bill”  Dunn,  Adjutant) 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
7th  & Pine  Street 

624- 1400 

(Tommy  E.  Jones,  Adjutant) 

WISCONSIN 

Travelodge  at  Sea-Tac 
2824  South  188 
246-3600 

(Robert  G.  Wilke,  Adjutant) 

WYOMING 

Sea-Tac  Motor  Inn 

18740  Pacific  Highway,  South 

246-8600 

(Eugene  Hirsch,  Adjutant) 
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RIDE  THE  MONORAIL 
WHILE  IN  SEATTLE 

Two  450-passenger  Monorail  trains  which  shuttle  people 
from  downtown  Seattle  to  the  Seattle  Center  will  be  avail- 
able to  Legionnaires  attending  the  58th  American  Legion 
National  Convention  in  Seattle  August  20-26.  The  two-train 
Monorail,  which  rides  on  concrete  and  steel  tracks  some 
thirty  feet  above  street  level,  is  a 1.2  mile  horizontal  “ele- 
vator” which  makes  the  run  from  the  Seattle  center  to  its 
downtown  terminal  in  ninety  seconds  — at  a cost  of  but  fif- 
teen cents  a passenger. 


Important  Convention  Offer 


Special  Savings 
on  U.S.  and  Post 
Colors  Sets 


ANNIN 


& co. 

OFFICIAL  FLAG  SUPPLIER 

Verona  New  Jersey 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  58TH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

MEETING  ROOM  ASSIGNMENTS 

STANDING  COMMISSIONS  AND  COMMITTEES 

(All  meetings  at  the  Washington  Plaza  Hotel,  unless  otherwise  indicated) 


Americanism  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Rainier  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  Daniel  J.  O’Connor 
Jackson  Heights,  New  York 

Americanism  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  19,  9:30  a.m. 

Chairman’s  Suite 

Commission  on  Children  & Youth: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Alki  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr. 

Sterling,  Colorado 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m.,  National  Judge 
Advocate’s  Office 

Flag  Plaza  Pavilion  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  Francis  L.  Giordano 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

Contest  Supervisory  Committee  Headquarters: 

Aug.  16-26  — Convention  Corporation  Offices 
Room  219  — Mayflower  Park  Hotel 


Contest  Committee  Meetings: 

Aug.  18,  9:30  a.m.,  NCSC  Executive  Section 
Plymouth  Room  — Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
Aug.  19,  9:30  a.m.  — NCSC  Local  Contest 
Committee 

Plymouth  Room  — Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
Aug.  23,  9:30  a.m.  — NCSC  Executive  Section 
Rose  Room  — Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
Chairman:  Deming  Smith 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 


Convention  Commission: 

Aug.  20-26  inclusive,  9:30  a.m. 
Savannah  Room 

Chairman:  Lawrence  E.  Hoffman 
Miami  Beach,  Florida 


Distinguished  Guest  Committee: 

Aug.  20,  9:30  a.m. 

Ben  Franklin  Lobby 
Chairman:  Maurice  E.  Druhl 
Portland,  Oregon 

Economic  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Room  A,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  A1  Keller,  Jr. 

Kankakee,  Illinois 

Economic  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  19,  9:30  a.m. 

Chairman’s  Suite 

Emblem  Committee 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

East  Room 

Chairman:  Clayton  C.  Schlick 
Osage,  Iowa 

Finance  Commission: 

Aug.  20-26  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.,  National 
Adjutant’s  Suite 
Crown  Suite,  40th  Floor 
Chairman:  Churchill  T.  Williams 
Oelwein,  Iowa 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Committee: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Dupar  Room 

Chairman:  Albert  V.  LaBiche 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Foreign  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Room  F,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster 
Maryville,  Missouri 

Internal  Affairs  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Misqually  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  John  M.  “Jack”  Carey 
Grand  Blanc,  Michigan 
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Legislative  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Charleston  Room 
Chairman:  Frank  I.  Hamilton 
Greensburg,  Indiana 

Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Olympic  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  William  F.  Gormley 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

National  Security  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Combined  Shaw  and  Fidalgo  Rooms  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  Emmett  G.  Lenihan 
Seattle,  Washington 

Public  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Concord  Room,  Lexington  Room  (Lunch) 

Chairman:  C.  D.  DeLoach 
Washington,  D.C. 

Resolutions  Assignment  Committee: 

Aug.  19-23  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.,  National 
Headquarters  Office 
Flag  Plaza  Pavilion  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  Alex  M.  Geiger 
Gaston,  South  Carolina 


Spirit  of  ’76  Committee: 

Aug.  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Ben  Franklin  Lobby 
Chairman:  Milton  Carpenter 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Combined  Yorktown  and  Jamestown  Rooms 
Chairman:  Benjamin  B.  Truskoski 
Bristol,  Connecticut 


Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission: 

Aug.  20  and  21,  9:30  a.m. 

Room  H,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
Chairman:  William  F.  Lenker 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 


Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Screening  Committee 

Aug.  19-22  inclusive,  9:30  a.m. 
Chairman’s  Suite 


NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

August  23,  (Monday)  3:00  p.m. 

The  Westlake  Room 

Chairman:  National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles 
Topeka,  Kansas 


By  Invitation  Only 

Public  Relations  Commission  Luncheon 

HOST:  The  American  Distilling  Co. 

Introducing  Dunphy’s  Irish  Whiskey 

WASHINGTON  PLAZA  HOTEL 

Saturday,  August  21,  1976 

12:00  Noon 
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NATIONAL  CONTESTS 

Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  August  20,  21  and  22 


Junior  Color  Guard: 

Friday,  Aug.  20,  1:00  p.m.,  Food  Circus,  Seattle  Center 

Senior  Color  Guard: 

Friday,  Aug.  20,  immediately  following  Junior  Color 
Guard,  Food  Circus,  Seattle  Center 

Junior  Drum  & Bugle 
Corps  Preliminaries: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21,  6:50  a.m.,  High  School  Memorial 
Stadium,  Seattle  Center 

Senior  Drum  & Bugle 
Corps  Preliminaries: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21,  immediately  following  Junior  Drum  & 
Bugle  Corps  Preliminaries,  High  School  Memorial 

Stadium,  Seattle  Center 

Junior  Field  Band: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21,  immediately  following  Senior  Drum  & 
Bugle  Corps  Preliminaries,  High  School  Memorial 

Stadium,  Seattle  Center 

Junior  Drill  Team: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21,  9:00  a.m.,  University  of  Washington 

Senior  Drill  Team: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21,  immediately  following  Junior  Drill 
Team,  University  of  Washington 

Firing  Squad: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21 , immediately  following  Drill  Teams,  Uni- 
versity of  Washington 


High  School  Memorial  Stadium  at  Seattle  Center,  with  a 
seating  capacity  oj  12,000  will  be  the  site  of  the  1976  Ameri- 
can Legion  National  Convention  Musical  Spectacular  and 
Jinals  oj  the  Junior  and  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Contests. 
The  program  is  scheduled  jor  7 p.m.,  Saturday,  Aug.  21. 


Musical  Spectacular: 

Saturday,  Aug.  21,  7:00  p.m.,  High  School  Memorial 
Stadium,  Seattle  Center  (To  be  preceded  by  a pre-show  per- 
formance of  1976  Uniformed  Groups  Champions,  6:30  p.m., 
High  School  Memorial  Stadium) 

Chorus  & Quartet: 

Sunday,  Aug.  22,  9:00  a.m.,  Seventh  Avenue  Theater, 
Seventh  and  Olive  Way 

Senior  Band: 

Sunday,  Aug.  22,  immediately  following  Chorus  & Quartet 
competition,  Seventh  Avenue  Theater,  Seventh  and  Olive 
Way 


The  American  Legion 
National  Emblem  Sales 
Locations 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  OFFICE 
Seattle  Center 

Flag  Plaza  Pavilion 
Thursday,  August  19  Through 
Monday,  August  23 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Washington  Plaza  Hotel 

Lobby 

Thursday,  August  19  Through 
Thursday,  August  26 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

AUXILIARY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Olympic  Hotel 

Lobby 

Friday,  August  20  Through 
Thursday,  August  26 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

SEATTLE  CENTER  COLISEUM 
Foyer 

Tuesday,  August  24  Through 
Thursday,  August  26 
Open:  Daily  During  Sessions 

All  locations  will  have  a complete  stock  of  American 
Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  merchandise 
available.  Among  the  many  items  are  shirts,  ties,  cap 
insignia,  official  jewelry,  gift  items,  etc.  A supply  of 
CAPS  lettered  for  all  states  will  be  available  at  the  NA- 
TIONAL HEADQUARTERS  OFFICE  DISPLAY 
ONLY. 
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MEETINGS  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 


The  following  Convention  Committees  will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  department.  Initial  meetings  of 
Convention  Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  as  shown  below.  Subsequent  meetings  will  be  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

(Meetings  of  Convention  Committees  normally  will  be  closed  to  all  except  committee  members.) 


Americanism 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Rainier  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 
(All  Subcommittees  will  meet  in  Rainier  Room) 
(Baseball  and  Recreation  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  22,  10:30  a.m.. 

Center  — Seattle  Center 

(Education  and  Scholarship  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  22,  10:30  a.m., 

Northwest  Corner  — Seattle  Center 
(Immigration  and  Naturalization  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  22,  10:30  a.m., 

Northeast  Corner  — Seattle  Center 
(Counter-Subversive  Activities  subcommittee) 
Aug.  22,  10:30  a.m.. 

Southeast  Corner  — Seattle  Center 
(Boys  State-Boys  Nation,  Youth  Activities 
and  Community  Services  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  22,  10:30  a.m., 

Southwest  Corner  — Seattle  Center 

Children  & Youth 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Alki  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 

Constitutional  Amendments 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Combined  Yorktown  and  Jamestown  Rooms, 
Washington  Plaza 

Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

(Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters) 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Misqually  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 
(Membership) 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Olympic  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 

Economic 

(Employment  and  Veterans  Preference) 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Room  A,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
(Other  Economic  Matters) 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Room  B,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 

Finance 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Lexington  Room  — Washington  Plaza 

Foreign  Relations 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Room  F,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
(Two  Foreign  Relations  Subcommittee  Rooms) 
Aug.  22  and  23,  10:30  a.m., 

Room  F,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 


Aug.  22  and  23,  10:30  a.m., 

Room  E,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 

Legislation  and  Rules 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Charleston  Room  — Washington  Plaza 

National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

(Aerospace,  Defense  Civil  Preparedness, 

Merchant  Marine,  Military  Affairs,  Naval 
Affairs) 

Aug.  22,  10:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.. 

Coliseum,  North  Court,  Combined  Shaw  and 
Fidalgo  Rooms  — Seattle  Center 
(Aerospace) 

Aug.  22,  11:00  a.m.,  and  Aug.  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Blakely  Room  — Seattle  Center 
(Defense  Civil  Preparedness) 

Aug.  22,  11:00  a.m.,  and  Aug.  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Lopez  Room  — Seattle  Center 
(Merchant  Marine) 

Aug.  22,  11:00  a.m.,  and  Aug.  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Orcas  Room  — Seattle  Center 
(Military  Affairs) 

Aug.  22,  11:00  a.m.,  and  Aug.  23,  10:00  a.m., 
Combined  Shaw  and  Fidalgo  Rooms  — Seattle  Center 
(Naval  Affairs) 

Aug.  22,  11:00  a.m.,  and  Aug.  23,  10:00  a.m.. 

Room  C,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
(Law  and  Order) 

Aug.  22,  11:00  a.m.,  and  Aug.  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Room  D,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 

National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

Aug.  24,  9:00  a.m., 

Combined  Shaw  and  Fidalgo  Rooms  — Seattle  Center 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

(Claims  and  Rating) 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Room  H,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 
(Hospitals  and  Medical  Services) 

Aug.  22  and  23,  10:00  a.m., 

Room  G,  Center  House  — Seattle  Center 

5th  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(Executive  Committee) 

Aug.  20,  9:00  a.m., 

Snoqualmie  Room,  North  Court  — Seattle  Center 

5th  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(General  Sessions) 

Aug.  21  and  22,  9:00  a.m., 

Snoqualmie  Room,  North  Court,  Seattle  Center 
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REUNIONS  AND  DINNERS 


NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  DINNER 
FOR  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Exhibition  Hall  — Seattle  Center 
Tuesday,  August  24  — 7:30  P.M. 


HISTORIAN’S  LUNCHEON 

Washington  Athletic  Club 
Crystal  Room 

Saturday,  August  21  — 12:00  Noon 


FODPAL  BREAKFAST  MEETING 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 

Charleston  Room 

Monday,  August  23  — 7:30  A.M. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  COLLEGE 
CLASS  OF  1954 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
Yorktown  Room 
Breakfast 

Monday,  August  23  — 7:00  A.M. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
STATES  DINNER 

Exhibition  Hall  — Seattle  Center 
Wednesday,  August  25  — 8:00  P.M. 


PAST  COMMANDERS’  LUNCHEON 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
Lexington  & Concord  Rooms 
Monday,  August  23  — 12:00  Noon 


NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  OF  WORLD 
WAR  NURSES  REUNION 

Seattle  Hyatt  House 
Conference  Room  A 
Sunday,  August  22  — 10:30  A.M. 


EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Olympic  Hotel 
Spanish  Ballroom 
Installation  Luncheon 
Saturday,  August  28  — 1:00  P.M. 


FOUNDERS 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
Meeting  2:00  P.M. 
Arlington  Room 
Reception  6:00  P.M. 
Concord  Room 
Dinner  7:00  P.M. 
Lexington  Room 
Saturday,  August  21 


ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
Westlake  Room 
Breakfast  Meeting 
Sunday,  August  22  — 8:00  A.M. 


NATIONAL  AMERICAN  LEGION  PRESS 
ASSOCIATION  (NALPA) 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
Executive  Board  Brunch 
Himmelman  Room 
Sunday,  August  22  — 10:30  A.M. 

Business  Meeting  — 2:00  P.M. 

Concord  Room 
Reception  — 6:00  P.M. 

Vashon  Room 

Awards  Banquet  — 7:00  P.M. 

Vashon  Room 
Monday,  August  23 


TWENTY  AND  FOUR 

Hyatt  House 
Phoenix  Room  D 
Meetings 

Thursday  and  Friday  — August  19  and  20 

Annual  Bivouac  Banquet 
Satellite  Room 

Friday,  August  20  — 7:45  P.M. 

Service  Girls’  Post  204 
Hosts 

WOMAN  LEGIONNAIRES 
Hospitality  Suite 
Mayflower  Park  Hotel 
August  21  through  August  25 
9:30  A.M.  — 9:00  P.M. 
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EVERY  PENNY  COUNTS 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

child  welfare 

FOUNDATION,  INC. 


I Found  It 

I found  ir  when  1 made  a contribution  to  the  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation.  A deep  satisfaction 
comes  to  one.  Legionnaire  and  Auxiliary  member  alike,  when  making  a contribution  to  support  this  non-profit 
philanthropic  organization. 

By  putting  myself  in  the  picture,  I found  that  by  supporting  this  Foundation,  my  own  good  will  can  be  left  to 
posterity  since  the  Foundation  has  two  purposes:  1)  to  add  to  the  sum  total  of  man’s  knowledge  about  children  and 
youth,  and  2)  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  such  knowledge  through  wider  distribution. 

1 also  found  that  the  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  was  organized  in  1954  and  for  the  past  22  years 
has  enabled  those  who  were  interested  to  make  contributions  to  the  Legion’s  attempts  to  achieve  its  goal  of  “A 
Square  Deal  for  Every  Child.” 

Since  its  founding,  the  Foundation  has  awarded  grants  totalling  nearly  $575,000  to  non-profit,  educational 
institutions  and  organizations  in  practically  every  state  in  the  nation. 


American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

The  enclosed  donation  in  the  amount  of  $ is  a memorial non- 
memorial   contribution  from: 

Name: 

Address: 


MEMORIAL: 
Name  of  Deceased: 

Next  of  Kin:  

Address: 


(zip). 


.(zip) 
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DRUM  & BUGLE  CORPS  FINALS  AND 
MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 

(Formerly  Parade  of  Champions) 

7:00  p.m.,  Saturday,  August  21,  1976 

High  School  Memorial  Stadium 
Seattle  Center 


All  for  the  same  admission  price  there  will  be  a pre-show  performance  by  the  1976  American 
Legion  national  champions  in  other  categories  of  Uniformed  Groups  competition  at  High  School 
Memorial  Stadium  starting  at  6:30  that  evening.  Scheduled  to  participate  are  the  championship 
Firing  Squad,  Junior  and  Senior  Drill  Teams,  Junior  and  Senior  Color  Guards  and  Junior  Bands. 

See  The  American  Legion’s  outstanding  Junior  and  Senior  Drum  & Bugle  Corps  compete  for 
1976  National  Championships. 

Two  new  Ford  automobiles  will  be  presented  to  eligible  members  of  The  American  Legion  or 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  by  the  Seagrams  Posts  of  The  American  Legion. 


GRAND  FINALE 

ADMISSION 

Concert  Section  (Reserved)  — $3.50 
General  Admission  — $2.50 

(Tax  included  in  listed  prices) 


Contest  Meetings 

Representatives  of  competing  units  (only  one  from  each  unit  is  required)  will  meet  for 
briefings  starting  at  9 a.m.,  Friday,  Aug.  20,  in  the  Plymouth  Room  of  the  Mayflower  Park  Hotel. 

Official  Protest  Hearings 

Monday,  Aug.  23,  10  a.m. 

Rose  Room,  Mayflower  Park  Hotel 

Briefing  of  Judges 

Thursday,  Aug.  19,  4:30  p.m. 

Plymouth  Room,  Mayflower  Park  Hotel 


58TH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
Seattle,  Washington,  August  20-26,  1976 
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PATRIOTIC  RELIGIOUS  SERVICE 


11:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  August  22,  1976 


PLAZA  BALLROOM 
WASHINGTON  PLAZA  HOTEL 


5th  and  Westlake  Avenue 
Seattle,  Washington 


ORGAN  PRELUDE 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

DRAPING  OF  THE  FLAG 

Harry  G.  Wiles,  National  Commander 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

William  Haymond 

THE  INVOCATION 

Fr.  Paul  J.  Schwaab,  Nebraska 
Past  National  Chaplain 

SOLO 

Don  Eva,  Oregon 
Accompanist:  George  Taylor 

THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES 

121st  Psalm  & 23rd  Psalm 

Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz,  Louisiana 

Past  National  Chaplain 

John  14:  1-3;  15-18;  27 

Rev.  L.  P.  Fitzpatrick,  Iowa 

Past  National  Chaplain 

1 Corinthians  15:  12-19 

Rev.  Jerome  D.  Fortenberry,  Missouri 

Past  National  Chaplain 

MEMORIAL  PRAYER 

Mrs.  Clarence  Engh,  National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

MUSICAL  SELECTIONS 

Singing  Legionnaires 
Sioux  Falls  Post  No.  15 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 
Director:  Donald  J.  Peterson 

A 


MEMORIAL  MESSAGE:  “Our  Heritage  Of  Faith” 

Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier,  Georgia 
National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


PLACING  OF  MEMORIAL  WREATHS 

Harry  G.  Wiles,  National  Commander 
William  F.  Hauck,  National  Adjutant 
Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  National  President 
Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary 
Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  Le  Chapeau  Nationale 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow,  La  Secretaire  Nationale 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Grant  M.  Jamieson,  National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Kenneth  Nerkowski,  National  Chaplain 


HYMN 

“O  GOD  OUR  HELP  IN  AGES  PAST' 


THE  BENEDICTION 

Rev.  James  C.  Tuxbury,  North  Dakota 
Past  Department  Chaplain 


TAPS 

William  Haymond  and 
Jack  Avery 


UNDRAPING  OF  FLAG  AND  RETIREMENT 
OF  COLORS 

Harry  G.  Wiles,  National  Commander 


28 


American  Legion 

1976  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Washington,  Inc. 
Officers  and  Executive  Committee 


Emmett  G.  Lenihan 

President 


Richard  H.  Klinge 

Vice  President  & 
General  Chairman 


Donald  E.  Douglas 

Treasurer 


W.  H.  "Bill"  Dunn 

Secretary 
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American  Legion 

1976  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Washington,  Inc. 

Executive  Committee 


Hartly  Kruger 


Jack  Gordon 


John  F.  Stepich 


R.  C.  Torrance 
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American  Legion 

1976  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Washington,  Inc 

Board  of  Trustees 


Charles  A.  Gonser 


Frank  L.  Batchelor 


Frank  C.  Brooks 


Elliott  W.  Burdett,  Sr. 


Arthur  M.  Chamberlin 


William  J.  Conniff 


Delmar  O.  Engel 


Joe  Feldman 


Ralph  E.  Goodrich 


Russell  I.  Grob 


William  Gasser 


Dr.  A.  E.  Gunderson 


William  L.  Hall 


Vernon  Hill 


C.  L.  (Bud)  Johnson 


W.  C.  Kenton 


Dr.  Harry  H.  Kretzler 
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American  Legion 


1976  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Washington,  Inc. 

Board  of  Trustees 


Dr.  B.  E.  McConville 


Hubert  M.  McLellan 


Capt.  Kenneth  Roskie 


Henry  E.  Lamb,  Sr. 


Aiden  F.  Russell 


Richard  J.  Smith 


Irving  E.  Stimpson 


Ernie  J.  Tannler 


Honorary  Presidents 


Honorable  John  D.  Spellman 

King  County  Executive 


Honorable  Wes  C.  Uhlman 

Mayor  of  Seattle 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


FIFTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
OF 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


TSIJw  Wr-  v 

iajjff  'PBmlHI 
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The  Fifty-Seventh  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  site  of  the  First  Annual  American 
Legion  National  Convention  in  1919,  was  dedicated  to  the  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders.  The  above  picture  is  of  the 
opening  session  of  that  historic  convention  in  Minneapolis  Auditorium  and  Convention  Hall. 
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See  Seattle, 

The  Seagram  Posts  have  made  this  colorful  map  of 
Seattle  to  help  you  see  the  city,  and  find  the  parade  route 
for  the  58th  Annual  Convention. 

We  also  want  to  make  very  sure  that  you  find  the 
High  School  Memorial  Stadium  on  Saturday  evening, 
August  21,  so  that  you  can  enjoy  the  excitement  of  the 
“Musical  Spectacular.”  And  while  you’re  there,  you  may 
discover  that  you’re  one  of  the  two  lucky  Legionnaires 
who  will  become  the  proud  owners  of  the  new  Ford  Gran 
Tori  nos  donated  by  the  Seagram  Posts. 

And  here’s  the  plan  for  this  year's  parade:  marchers 
will  assemble  north  of  Virginia  Street  on  4th  Avenue  at 
3:00  PM.  on  Sunday,  August  22,  and  then  proceed  south 
past  the  reviewing  stand  and  disband  shortly  beyond 
Washington  Street. 


AMERICAN  UE&! 

Hooms 

* conwisj 


Have  a good  convention,  and  while  you’re  here,  re- 
mber:  Say  Seagram's  and  Be  Sure. 


Sm*™®1 
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SEAGRAM'S  7 CROWN.  AMERICAN  WHISKEY-A  BLEND.  80 PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  V.O.,  CAlimhftflSKY.  A BLEND.  6 YEARS  OLD.  86.8  PROOF.  SEMmAM'S  EXTRA  DRY  GIN.  80  PROOF.  DISTILLED  DRY 
GIN.  DISTILLED  FROM  AMERICAN  GRAIN.  SEAGRAM'S  CROWN  ROYAL,  BLfitfP  .CANADIAN  WHtSKY.  80  PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  100  PIPERS,  BLENDED  SCOTCH  WHISKY.  86  PROOF.  W0LFSCHMI0T  VODKA. 
DISTILLED  FROM  GRAIN.  80  PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  BENCH MARR'  K^NTUCKV^SfRAI GHT  BOtTEfBeN  WfltSKEY.  86  PROOF.  JAMES  FOXE,  CANADIAN  WHISKY.  A BLEND.  80  PROOF.  MYERS'S  RUM.  IMPORTED 
AND  BOTTLED  BY  FRED  L.  MYERS.  BALTIMORE,  MD.  B0TROOF.  THE  GLENLIVET.  86  PROOF,  UNBLENDED  SCOTCH  WHISKY.  IMPORTED  FROM  SCOTLAND  BY  SEAGRAM  DISTILLERS  CO.,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


The  following  are  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention  as  contained  in  the  “UNIFORM 
CODE  OF  PROCEDURE  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS  OFTHE 
AMERICAN  LEGION,”  authorized  under  Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Constitution  of  The 
American  Legion. 


1 . Robert’s  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall  be  the  authority 
on  parliamentary  procedure,  with  the  following  mod- 
ifications: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a motion  or  address  the 
Convention,  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair  as  “Mr.  Com- 
mander” and  state  his  name  and  the  name  of  the  De- 
partment before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes  for  each 
speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion shall  be  limited  to  two  hours  except  under  such 
special  rule  as  the  Convention  shall  adopt  prior  to  de- 
bate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one  delegation  shall  be  per- 
mitted the  floor  on  any  one  question.  Where  disagree- 
ment exists  within  a delegation  one  delegate  shall  be 
permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of  the  question.  Upon  a 
division  of  the  question,  however,  this  rule  shall  be  ap- 
plied separately  for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted  but  once  to  any  individual 
delegate  on  any  one  question,  except  by  a two-thirds 
vote  of  the  Convention.  Chairmen  of  Convention 
Committees  may  speak  as  frequently  as  may  be  neces- 
sary in  connection  with  the  reports  of  their  commit- 
tees. The  Presiding  Officer  shall  not  entertain  any  mo- 
tion which  will  curtail  further  debate  without  afford- 
ing the  Committee  Chairman  an  opportunity  for  re- 
buttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate  or  parliamentary  order 
by  the  Presiding  Officer  may  be  subject  to  appeal  by 
any  two  delegates  under  a Point  of  Order.  Such  appeal 
shall  take  precedence  over  any  pending  questions  and 
shall  be  decided  forthwith.  An  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair  shall  be  put  to  the  Convention  on  the 
question:  “Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?” 

8.  When  the  poll  of  any  Department  Delegation  is  de- 
manded by  a delegate  of  such  department,  the  Con- 
vention Secretary  shall  poll  the  vote  without  discus- 
sion of  the  question  being  voted  upon. 

9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation  Chairman  shall  poll 
his  delegation  on  the  floor  and  announce  its  vote. 


In  the  event  a delegation  secretary  is  not  an  accredited 
delegate  or  alternate,  he  shall  be  seated  with  his  delega- 
tion. 

11.  Past  National  Commanders’  votes  shall  be  cast  with 
their  delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their  alternates,  shall  par- 
ticipate, directly  or  indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote  on  any 
subject  before  the  convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive  at  a vote  in  such 
manner  as  they  choose,  but  shall  announce  it  in  terms 
of  full  units  and  not  in  terms  of  a fractional  part  of  a 
vote.  The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not  repre- 
sented by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majority  of 
the  delegates  present  from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation,  except  when  a Roll 
Call  is  demanded  by  the  Chairman  of  at  least  three  De- 
partments. Election  of  National  Officers  shall  be  by  roll 
call. 

16.  In  the  event  a Department  has  not  provided  the  method 
by  which  alternates  shall  be  designated  to  serve  in  the 
place  of  absent  delegates,  the  Chairman  of  the  delega- 
tion shall  make  such  designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National  Officers,  the  National 
Commander  shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  of  the 
Convention,  a Judge  of  Election  and  such  number  of 
tellers  as  he  deems  necessary,  provided  that  the  total 
tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an  odd  number.  In  a con- 
tested election  each  candidate  going  to  the  ballot  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his  choice. 

18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers  shall  be  from  the 
floor  on  Roll  Call  of  the  Departments  alphabetically 
arranged.  Each  Department  may  present  as  many 
candidates  as  it  chooses. 

19.  Nominating  speeches  for  National  Officers  shall  be 
limited  to  five  minutes  each.  Not  more  than  two  sec- 
onding speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candidate,  and 
said  speeches  shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 


STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

10. 
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20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are  nominated  for  any 
office,  balloting  shall  continue  until  one  candidate  re- 
ceives a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Convention,  ex- 
cept in  the  election  of  National  Vice-Commanders. 

21.  In  a contested  election  for  National  Vice  Command- 
ers, balloting  shall  continue  until  (a)  majorities  and  (b) 
pluralities  are  established  for  one  or  more  candidates 
under  the  following  provisions: 

If,  on  any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five  candidates 
receive  the  necessary  majority  to  elect,  the  candi- 
date or  candidates  receiving  a majority  vote  shall 
be  declared  elected  and  a new  ballot  shall  be  taken 
for  the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be  filled. 
The  candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number  of 
votes  on  the  preceding  ballot  shall  be  disquali- 
fied; except  should  two  candidates  remain  to  fill 
one  place,  a new  ballot  shall  be  taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and  elect  a National 
Commander,  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  and  a 
National  Chaplain,  in  this  sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, each  Department  Delegation  Chairman 
shall  deliver  a written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such  ballots 
shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers  before  commun- 
ication is  made  to  the  National  Commander  for  an- 
nouncement of  the  results. 

24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National  Commander  shall  be 
entitled  to  a respectful  hearing,  and  the  Chair  shall  have 
the  authority  to  clear  the  gallery  or  the  floor  or  have  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from  the  Convention  any  one 
creating  a disturbance  or  interfering  with  orderly 
procedure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall  be  construed  as  pre- 
venting an  alternate  delegate  from  serving  on  a Con- 
vention committee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  voting  strength  of  the 
Convention  is  necessary  for  suspension  of  the  standing 
rules  of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution  or  report  originat- 
ing on  the  floor  shall  be  presented  in  writing  and 
transmitted  to  the  Presiding  Officer  at  the  time  of  the 
introduction  of  such  amendment. 


28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific  issues  or  order  of 
business,  shall  be  written  and  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention by  the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  for 
adoption  by  majority  vote  at  least  one  hour  before  such 
issue,  or  order,  is  to  be  considered  unless  such  rule  is 
agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  final  session. 
Special  rules  shall  prevail  only  in  the  Convention 
adopting  them. 

Any  delegate  may  apply  for  a special  rule  to  the  Legis- 
lation and  Rules  Committee  or  may  appeal  to  the 
Convention  for  such  special  rule  provided  the  rule  be 
presented  in  writing,  be  read  once  from  the  platform, 
and  shall  lay  upon  the  table  at  least  one  hour  before  the 
vote  thereon  is  taken. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

to 

THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION 

For  Your  Service 
to 

God  and  Country 

THE  BRONZE  CRAFT  CORP. 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire 


Best  Wishes  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Compliments 

of 

A Friend 
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AGENDA 

58TH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  24,  1976 

8:30  a.m. 

BAND  CONCERT 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
Boys/ Girls  Nation  Chorus 
Directors:  A.  F.  Thomas  (Arkansas) 

Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Bradshaw  (Arkansas) 

INVOCATION  AND  LIGHTING  OF  CANDLE 
Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier  (Georgia), 

National  Chaplain 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  AMERICAN 

LEGION  CONSTITUTION 

Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 

William  F.  Hauck  (Indiana),  National  Adjutant 

9:15  a.m. 

WELCOME 

The  Honorable  Daniel  J.  Evans, 

Governor,  State  of  Washington 

The  Honorable  Wesley  C.  Uhlman, 

Mayor,  City  of  Seattle 

Richard  C.  Calahan,  Past  Department  Commander, 
The  American  Legion  of  Washington 

Emmett  G.  Lenihan,  President,  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corporation  of 
Washington,  Inc. 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME 
James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio),  Past 
National  Commander 

9:30  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Mrs.  Alan  Schanel  (Rhode  Island) 

National  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Richard  L.  Roudebush,  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 


10:00  a.m. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  REPORT 
Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 

10:15  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

General  Michael  S.  Davison,  USA  (Ret.),  President 
United  Service  Organization,  Inc. 

Arch  Monson,  Jr.,  President,  Boy  Scouts  of  America 

10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Medallion  to  the  City  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota-Host  City  for  the  1975 
National  Convention 
By:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

Past  National  Commander 

To:  Donald  R.  Schroedl,  President, 

1975  Convention  Corp. 

10:45  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Bruno  Zingrone,  President,  The  Society  of 
American  Legion  Founders 

Frank  H.  Farley,  Past  Dominion  President 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

11:00  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

11:15  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

T.  Y.  Chao,  Chairman,  Vocational  Assistance 
Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen,  Taiwan, 
Republic  of  China 

Vice  Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee,  ROKN,  Ret.,  Preside 
The  Korean  Veterans  Association 

Colin  Keon-Cohen,  O.B.E.  State  President-Nicionz 
Branch  Returned  Services  League  of  Australia 

11:30  a.m. 

Report  of  LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 
(Matters  of  Legislative) 

11:45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Award 
By:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 
To:  Pat  O’Brien 


. 12:00  Noon 

NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  time  of  Con-  ADDRESS 

vention  Committee  Reports  are  subject  to  change  by  the 
Chair. 
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SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  25,  1976 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier  (Georgia), 

National  Chaplain 

9:15  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  — Membership 

INTRODUCTION  — Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
newly  elected  National  Commander 

9:45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Representatives  of 
The  American  Legion  Youth  Programs 

American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  — Mark  A.  Wright 
(Oklahoma) 

President  1976  Boys/Girls  Nation 

1976  National  Oratorical  Contest  Winner  — 

Robert  H.  Maus  (HI) 

American  Legion  Baseball  1975  “Player  of  the  Year”  — 
David  Edler  (Washington) 

10:00  a.m. 

Report  of  AMERICANISM 

10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

William  Randolph  Hearst  Americanism  Trophy 
By:  Robert  E.  Thompson,  Publisher 
Seattle  Post-Intelligencer 
To:  Winning  Department 

10:35  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  by  Ballard  Cochran  Post  No.  40, 
Seattle,  Washington,  Joe  M.  Norby,  Adjutant 
To:  Emil  A.  Blackmore  Museum,  The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters  — Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas) 
National  Commander  accepting 

10:40  a.m. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  APPRECIATION 

By:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 

To:  Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier  (Georgia), 

National  Chaplain 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  time  of  Con- 
vention Committee  Reports  are  subject  to  change  by  the 
Chair. 


10:45  a.m. 

Report  of  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Rating 
Hospitals  and  Medical  Services 

11:30  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

12:00  Noon 

PRESENTATION 

Employer  of  the  Year  Award  for  Hiring  Veterans 
By:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 
To:  ITT  Federal  Electric  Corporation,  Paramus, 

New  Jersey  — Oscar  Simpson,  Vice  President  and 
Director  oj  North  American  Operations 

By:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 
To:  Purolator  Courier  Corp.,  San  Antonio,  Texas  - 
Robert  A.  Ulrich,  President  & Douglas  A.  Lake, 
Regional  OJfice  Manager 

12:15  p.m. 

Report  of  ECONOMIC 
Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 


Make  the  rounds 
in  Seattle. 


Washington  Plaza 
Seattle’s  unsquare  hotel 

WESTERN  INTERNATIONAL  HOTELS 

Partners  in  travel  with  United  Airlines  "g  3 
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12:45  p.m. 

Report  of  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

1:00  p.m. 

Report  of  FINANCE 

1:15  p.m. 

Report  of  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

1:45  p.m. 

Report  of  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

RECESS 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  26,  1976 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier  (Georgia), 

National  Chaplain 

9:10  a.m. 

PRESENTATION:  Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Award 
By:  Daniel  Drew,  Pennsylvania 
Harry  Stinger,  Pennsylvania 
To:  Winning  Department 

9:15  a.m. 

Report  of  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Military 
Naval  Affairs 
Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Merchant  Marine 

10:00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Admiral  James  L.  Holloway,  III,  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations  and  Member,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 

10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award 
By:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 
To:  Thomas  P.  Chisman,  President,  Peninsula 
Broadcasting  Corporation  and  Vic  Cantone,  Cartoonist, 
Editor  & Publisher 

10:45  a.m. 

Presentation  to  Benjamin  F.  Byrd,  Jr.,  M.D.,  President 
American  Cancer  Society 

By:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas),  National  Commander 
James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio),  Past 
National  Commander 


11:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND  COLORS  TO 
OUTGOING  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 
By:  Harry  W.  Colmery  (Kansas), 

Past  National  Commander 
Response  by:  Harry  G.  Wiles  (Kansas), 

National  Commander 

12:00  Noon 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 

ACCEPTANCE  SPEECH  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 
Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 
National  Chaplain 

1:00  p.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  INCOMING 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  OF  AMERICAN 
LEGION  AUXILIARY 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

BENEDICTION 

RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 

FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 


NOTE:  The  National  Executive  Committee  will  meet  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  close  of  the  Convention,  upon 
call  of  the  National  Commander. 


RIDE  A FERRYBOAT  TO 
SEE  THE  U.S.S.  MISSOURI 

Just  a short  ferryboat  ride  from  here,  across  the  busy  yet 
beautiful  waters  of  Puget  Sound,  visitors  can  tour  one  of  the 
most  significant  shrines  of  World  War  II  — the  U.S.S. 
Missouri. 

On  her  gleaming  wooden  decks  on  Sept.  2,  1945,  the 
Japanese  signed  the  surrender  document  ending  the  war.  For 
the  past  several  years,  a combined  service  sponsored  by  a 
Bremerton  and  a Seattle  American  Legion  post  has  been 
held  there  on  Nov.  11. 

The  Missouri,  berthed  in  the  Puget  Sound  Naval  Ship- 
yard, can  easily  be  reached  on  foot  from  the  ferry  terminal  in 
Bremerton.  It  is  not  necessary  to  take  a car  — the  trip  from 
Seattle  lasts  just  under  an  hour  on  one  of  the  areas  giant 
super  ferries. 
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Distinguished  Guests 


Arden  T.  Aegerter 

Seattle,  Washington 

William  M.  Allen 

Boeing  Aircraft 
Seattle,  Washington 

A.  Leo  Anderson 
Washington,  D.C, 

Mrs.  Warren  Atherton 
Stockton,  California 
C.  Randolph  Beard,  President 
Annin  and  Company 

David  Beck 

Seattle,  Washington 

Captain  Stuart  S.  Beckwith,  USCG 

Chief  of  Staff,  13th  Coast  Guard  District 
Seattle,  Washington 

Joseph  Beever,  Acting  Director 

Office  of  Veterans  Reemployment  Rights 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 
Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  & Mrs.  Barry  A.  Bennington 

St.  John,  Kansas 

Joseph  A.  Bernard,  Secretary-Treasurer 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

Colonel  Orville  E.  Bloch,  USA  (Ret.) 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
Seattle,  Washington 
James  Bohanan,  Asst.  Vice  President 
Baird-Ward  Printing  Co.,  Inc. 

Frank  J.  Brizzi,  Staff  Director 

Senate  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 

Sy  Brockway,  Manager, 

Community  Projects 
PepsiCo.,  Inc. 

John  C.  Brogan 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Youngberg-Carlson  Co. 

Norward  Brooks,  Commissioner 
Employment  Security  Department 

Joel  A.  Bunch 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Byrd,  Jr.,  President 

American  Cancer  Society,  Inc. 


Richard  C.  Calahan 

Past  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Washington 


Vic  Cantone,  Cartoonist 
EDITOR  & PUBLISHER 


Dr.  Thomas  Carlile 

Breast  Cancer  Detection  Clinic 


Thomas  P.  Chisman,  President 

Peninsula  Broadcasting  Corporation 
Hampton,  Virginia 


Fred  A.  Clough,  Jr. 

Director  of  Public  Affairs 
BOIS  E-CASCADE 

Thomas  B.  Coll 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 


Harry  W.  Colmery 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


Russell  J.  Conway 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Rear  Admiral  David  M.  Cooney,  USN 

Chief  of  Information 
Department  of  the  Navy 

Lloyd  Cooney 

President  and  General  Manager 
KIRO  Radio-TV 

John  J.  Corcoran 

The  General  Counsel 
Veterans  Administration 

George  H.  Cornelius,  Jr. 

Cornelius  Printing  Company 


James  H.  Cornett 

Veterans  Employment  Representative 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 


General  Michael  S.  Davison,  I SA  (Ret.) 

President, 

United  Service  Organization,  Inc. 


James  V.  Day,  Commissioner 
Federal  Maritime  Commission 
Hon.  Charles  DeLaurenti 

Mayor,  City  of  Renton,  Washington 
Birney  Dempcy,  Manager 
Mayflower  Park  Hotel 

Colonel  John  P.  Dempsey,  USMC 
Commanding  Officer 
23rd  Staff  Group,  USMCR,  NSA 
Jerome  R.  Dolezal,  Director 

Veterans  Administration  Hospital 
Seattle,  Washington 

G.  Gordon  Dotzour 

Wichita,  Kansas 

General  Russell  E.  Dougherty 

Commander  in  Chief 
Strategic  Air  Command 

Donald  E.  Douglas 

Seattle,  Washington 


Hon.  T.  Y.  Chao,  Chairman 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission 
for  Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan 


Hon.  John  A.  Cherberg 

Lieutenant  Governor 
State  of  Washington 


Welcome  Legionnaires 

We  hope  you  enjoy  your  Seattle  visit  and  invite  you  to  visit 
us  any  weekday  afternoon  from  one  o’clock  until  six. 

We’ll  be  proud  to  show  you  how  we  brew  Mountain  Fresh  Rainier. 

Rainier  Brewing  Company,  3100  Airport  Way  South.  Seattle,  Washington 
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Distinguished  Guests 


David  Edler,  Yakima,  Washington 

1975  American  Legion  Baseball 
Player  of  the  Year 


Colonel  Ralph  Egenmaier,  USA 

Office  of  Chief  of  Information 
Department  of  the  Army 


Conrad  R.  Hoffman,  Controller 

Veterans  Administration 
Frank  R.  Hood 

Director,  Information  Service 
Veterans  Administration 


Robert  M.  Marr 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Robert  Hah 

I— I r\  r»  1 1 1 I • 


Hon.  Daniel  J.  Evans,  Governor 

State  of  Washington 


Frank  M.  Farley 

Past  Dominion  President 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans 
in  Canada 


Jack  Fearey,  Director 

Seattle  Center 

William  J.  Flynn 

The  United  States  Life  Insurance 
Company  in  the  City  of  New  York 

Major  General  Eugene  P.  Forrester,  USA 

Commanding  General 

U.S.  Army  Recruiting  Command 

Fort  Sheridan,  Illinois 

Major  General  Edward  R.  Fry 

The  Adjutant  General 
State  of  Kansas 

Captain  Arnold  F.  Gebler,  III,  USAF 

SAF-OI-Headquarters 
United  States  Air  Force 

Bernard  Goldberg 

The  American  Distilling  Company 

Morton  M.  Goldenberg,  President 

S.  Abrahams  & Co.,  Inc. 

Jack  Gordon 

Seattle,  Washington 
U.  S.  “Udie”  Grant 
McPherson,  Kansas 

Mrs.  Paul  Griffith 

Chevy  Chase,  Maryland 

Ralph  E.  Hall,  Director 

Veterans  Employment  Service 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 

Donald  G.  Hanning 

Bethany  Beach,  Delaware 

Chief  Frank  R.  Hanson 

Seattle  Fire  Department 

Chief  Robert  L.  Hanson 

Seattle  Police  Department 

John  D.  Hawk 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
Bremerton,  Washington 

William  L.  Heartwell,  Jr. 

Executive  Vice  President 
Interstate  Conference  of  Employment 
Security  Agencies 

John  Herndon,  President 

Baird-Ward  Printing  Co.,  Inc. 

Hon.  Ed  Herschler 

Governor,  State  of  Wyoming 

Major  General  Carl  W.  Hoffman,  USMC 

Commanding  General,  Marine  Corps  Base 
Camp  Pendleton,  California 


Admiral  James  L.  Holloway,  III,  USN 

Chief  of  Naval  Operations 


Frank  Inslee 

Director  of  Athletics 
Seattle  Public  Schools 

Colonel  William  P.  Junk,  Jr.,  USA 

Special  Assistant  to  the  Commander 
on  Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse 
Fort  Lewis,  Washington 

Francis  P.  Kane 

Department  of  Public  Works 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Colin  Keon-Cohen,  State  President 

Returned  Services  League  of  Australia 


Henry  B.  King,  President 

United  States  Brewers  Association 

Richard  H.  Klinge 

Seattle,  Washington 

Colonel  Budd  F.  Knapp,  USAF 

Chief  of  Personnel 
62d  ABGp 

Hartly  Kruger,  Manager 

Seattle-King  County  Convention  & Visitors 
Bureau 

Mrs.  Lea  Kungle,  President 

United  States  Civil  Defense  Council 


Douglas  A.  Lake,  Region  II  Manager 

Purolator  Courier  Corp. 


Commander  Paul  E.  Lamey,  USN 

District  Public  Affairs  Office 
Commandant,  13th  Naval  District 


Vice  Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee,  ROKN,  Ret. 

President, 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association 


Joseph  Lemasurier,  Director 

Veterans  Employment  Program 
Bureau  of  Recruiting  and  Examining 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 


Emmett  G.  Lenihan,  Sr. 

Seattle,  Washington 


Emmett  G.  Lenihan,  Jr. 

Seattle,  Washington 

John  A.  Llewelyn,  Second  Vice  President 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  California 

Robert  F.  Logan 
Seattle,  Washington 

Nick  Longworth 

Confidential  Assistant  to  Administrator 
of  Veterans  Affairs 

John  W.  Mahan,  Director 

National  Cemetery  System 
Veterans  Administration 


Robert  Halvorson  Maus, 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 
1976  National  Oratorical 
Contest  Winner 


Thomas  G.  McCarthy,  Director,  Regional  Office 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 

Captain  Richard  M.  McCool,  USN  (Ret.) 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
Bainbridge  Island,  Washington 
Hon.  Mike  McCormack 
House  of  Representatives 
State  of  Washington 

Joseph  L.  McKernan 

The  Leterman-Gortz  Corporation 

Hon.  Lloyd  Meeds 

House  of  Representatives 
State  of  Washington 

Richard  Mellado,  Regional  Director 

Veterans  Employment  Representative 

Captain  Gordon  K.  Meriwether,  Jr. 

National  Committee  for  Employer  Support 
for  the  Guard  and  Reserve 

Dr.  Richard  Meyers 

President  and  General  Manager 
KCTS-TV 


Arch  Monson,  Jr. 

National  President 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 


Richard  F.  Murphy,  Director 

Veterans  Administration  Regional  Office 

Robert  F.  Murphy 

Chelmsford,  Massachusetts 

Ronald  A.  Murphy 

Attorney  at  Law 
Ogden,  Ogden  & Murphy 

Rear  Admiral  James  D.  Murray,  Jr.,  USN 

Commandant,  13th  Naval  District 

Joseph  R.  Myer 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Walter  L.  Nicholls,  Jr. 

Veterans  Employment  Representative 


Pat  O’Brien 

Hollywood,  California 


Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 

House  of  Seagrams 

Rod  Payne,  Marketing  Manager 

Seattle  Center 

Brig.  General  Albert  G.  Peterson,  USAF 

National  President 
Reserve  Officers  Association 

John  D.  Pringle 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

Hon.  Joel  Pritchard 

House  of  Representatives 

Tom  Read 

THE  SEATTLE  POST-INTELLIGENCER 
John  M.  Reed 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
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Rear  Admiral  C.  A.  Richmond,  USCG, 
Commander,  13th  Coast  Guard  District 

Hon.  Ray  Roberts 

House  of  Representatives 
State  of  Texas 

Captain  Donald  K.  Ross,  USN  (Ret.) 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
Port  Orchard,  Washington 


Richard  L.  Roudebush,  Administrator 

Veterans  Administration 


Sig  Rudowicz 

Royal  Typewriter  Company 


Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  National  President 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Past  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 


Donald  R.  Schroedl,  President 

American  Legion  1975  Convention  Corporation 
of  Minnesota 


Wilson  J.  Schuerholz,  Director 

Voluntary  Service 
Veterans  Administration 

Charles  Sclafani 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

Leon  G.  Scull 

Veterans  Employment  Representative 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 
Sydney  J.  Shuman,  Chairman 
Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
Veterans  Administration 


Oscar  Simpson,  Vice  President  and 
Director  of 

North  American  Operations 

ITT  FEDERAL  ELECTRIC  CORPORATION 


John  W.  Sloan 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Adolph  Slone,  Executive  Vice  President 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Irma  I.  Smith 

Macksville,  Kansas 

Frank  Specht 

Washington,  D.C. 

John  D.  Spellman 

Seattle,  Washington 

Anthony  Stasio 

Chief  Counsel  for  Advocacy 
Small  Business  Administration 

Mrs.  Maurice  Stember 

Rockville  Centre,  New  York 

John  F.  Stepich 

Seattle,  Washington 
Ben  Sternberg 

Director  of  Special  Projects 
United  Service  Organization,  Inc. 
Victor  O.  Swanson 

Assistant  Vice  President  for  Crusade 
American  Cancer  Society 


Charles  P.  Taylor 

Senior  Area  Vice  President 
American  Cancer  Society 

Hon.  Olin  E.  Teague 

House  of  Representatives 
State  of  Texas 


Robert  E.  Thompson,  Publisher 

SEATTLE  POST-INTELLIGENCER 


Carmel  J.  Tintle 

Vice  President,  Corporate  Affairs 
The  American  Distilling  Company 

R.  C.  Torrance 

Seattle,  Washington 

Larry  Triplett,  Director 

Jobs  for  Veterans  Program 
National  Alliance  of  Businessmen 

Benjamin  I.  Trotter,  Jr. 

Veterans  Employment  Representative 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 


Hon.  Wesley  C.  Uhlman 

Mayor,  City  of  Seattle,  Washington 


Robert  A.  Ulrich,  President 

Purolator  Courier  Corp. 


Odell  W.  Vaughn 

Deputy  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 


James  M.  Wagonseller 

Past  National  Commander 


Lawrence  G.  Waldt 

Sheriff  Director 
Seattle,  Washington 

John  J.  Wicker,  Jr. 

Richmond,  Virginia 

Mr.  & Mrs.  E.  Edward  Wiles 

Potomac,  Maryland 
Harry  G.  Wiles,  II 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Miss  Mary  Lou  Wiles 

Panorama  City,  California 

Colonel  Ray  H.  Wilson,  ANG 

Commander.  257th  Comm.  Group 

Rufus  H.  Wilson 

Chief  Benefits  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Reed  E.  Winters 

Veterans  Federal  Employment  Representative 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 
Captain  David  A.  Woodard,  USN 
Chief  of  Staff 
13th  Naval  District 


Mark  Aaron  Wright, 

Bartlesville,  Oklahoma 
American  Legion  Boy  Scout  of  the  Year 


Colonel  Marvin  G.  Wubbens,  NG 

Deputy  Brigade  Commander 
Hq.,  81st  Infantry  Brigade 


Edward  W.  /.alesky,  Sales  Representative 

Leavens  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc. 


Bruno  Zingrone,  President 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 


1976  Boys  Nation/Girls  Nation  President 

Unknown  at  Press  Time 
To  Be  Announced  on  Convention  Floor 


We’re  pleased  to  supply  the  all- 
purpose sporting  shirts,  jump 
suits  and  nylon  racing  jackets 
that  keep  you  standing  tall, 
looking  sharp  and  identified 
with  The  American  Legion. 
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The  American  Legion  1919-1976 


*Franklin  D'Olier 

Pennsylvania  1919-20 

* ‘Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr. 

Ohio  1920-21 

***John  G.  Emery 

Michigan  1921 

‘Hanford  MacNider 

Iowa  1921-22 

‘Alvin  M.  Owsley 

Texas  1922-23 

John  R.  Quinn 

California  1923-24 

‘James  A.  Drain 

District  of  Columbia  1924-25 

‘John  R.  McQuigg 

Ohio  1925-26 

‘Howard  P.  Savage 

Illinois  1926-2/ 

‘Edward  E.  Spafford 

New  York  1927-28 

‘Paul  V.  McNutt 

Indiana  1928-29 

‘O  Lee  Bodenhamer 

Arkansas  1929-30 

‘Ralph  T.  O'Neil 

Kansas  1930-31 

‘Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

North  Carolina  1931-32 

‘Louis  Johnson 

West  Virginia  1932-33 

‘Edward  A.  Hayes 

Illinois  1933-34 

‘Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr. 

California  1934-35 

‘Ray  Murphy 

Iowa  1935-36 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

Kansas  1936-37 

‘Daniel  J.  Doherty 

Massachusetts  1937-38 

* Stephen  F.  Chadwick 

Washington  1938-39 

Raymond  J.  Kelly 

Michigan  1939-40 

‘Milo  J.  Warner 

Ohio  1940-41 

‘Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 

North  Dakota  1941-42 


‘Roane  Waring 

Tennessee  1942-43 

* Warren  H.  Atherton 
California  1943-44 

‘Edward  N.  Scheiberling 
New  York  1944-45 

‘John  Stelle 
Illinois  1945-46 

‘Paul  H.  Griffith 

Pennsylvania  1946-47 

James  F.  O'Neil 

New  Hampshire  1947-48 

Perry  Brown 
Texas  1948-49 

George  N.  Craig 

Indiana  1949-50 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 
Georgia  1950-51 

Donald  R.  Wilson 

West  Virginia  1951-52 

‘Lewis  K.  Gough 

California  1952-53 
‘Arthur  J.  Connell 

Connecticut  1953-54 

Seaborn  P.  Collins 
New  Mexico  1954-55 

J.  Addington  Wagner 
Michigan  1955-56 

Dan  Daniel 

Virginia  1956-57 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 

Illinois  1957-58 

Preston  J.  Moore 
Oklahoma  1958-59 

Martin  B.  McKneally 

New  York  1959-60 

William  R.  Burke 

California  1960-61 

Charles  L.  Bacon 

Missouri  1961-62 

‘James  E.  Powers 

Georgia  1962-63 

Daniel  F.  Foley 

Minnesota  1963-64 

Donald  E.  Johnson 
Iowa  1964-65 

L.  Eldon  James 
Virginia  1965-66 


John  E.  Davis 

North  Dakota  1966-67 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Nebraska  1967-68 

William  C.  Doyle 

New  Jersey  1968-69 

J.  Milton  Patrick 

Oklahoma  1969-70 

Alfred  P.  Chamie 

California  1970-71 
John  H.  Geiger 
Illinois  1971-72 
Joe  L.  Matthews 
Texas  1972-73 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 

Maryland  1973-74 

James  M.  Wagonseller 

Ohio  1974-75 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS  BY 
VOTE  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

‘Bennett  Champ  Clark 

Missouri — Presided  at  Paris  caucus 
March,  1919 

‘Milton  J.  Foreman 

Illinois — Chairman,  Executive 
Committee  at  Paris 

‘Henry  D.  Lindsley 

Texas— Presided  at  St.  Louis  caucus 
May  1919 

‘Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

New  York 

‘Eric  Fisher  Wood 

Pennsylvania — Temporary  Chairman  and 
Secretary  at  Paris  caucus 

‘Thomas  W.  Miller 

Nevada— Chairman  Pro  Temporo 
Pari*  Caucus  March  1919 

* Maurice  Stember 

New  York 

HONORARY  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 
‘General  John  J.  Pershing 
‘Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 


‘Deceased 

“Killed  in  auto  accident  while  serving 
as  Commander 

“‘Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill 
unexpired  term. 
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Recipients  of  The  American  Legion 


LUis  UncjLi  islied 
Service  ^Medat 


Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 
of  France — 1921 

Adm.  Earl  Beatty 

of  Great  Britain— 1921 

Gen.  Baron  Jacques 
of  Belgium  — 1921 

Gen.  Armando  Diaz 
of  Italy— 1921 

Charles  Bertrand 
of  France— 1921 

Gen.  of  the  Armies 
John  J.  Pershing 

1922 

Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 

1923 

Gen.  Josef  Haller 

of  Poland — 1923 

Ignace  Jan  Paderewski 
of  Poland-1926 

Comte 

Francois  Marie  Robert  Dejean 
of  France — 1927 

Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 

of  Great  Britain — 1928 

Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1929 

Adm.  William  S.  Sims 

1930 

Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur 

1942 

Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 

1943 

Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1943 

Hon.  Frank  Knox 

(Potthumoutly) — 1944 

Henry  Ford 

1944 

Gen.  H.  H.  Arnold 

1944 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
(Potthumoutly) — 1 945 

Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 
(Potthumoutly)— 1945 

Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle 
(Potthumoutly) — 1 945 
Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 

1945 

Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
1945 


Gen.  of  the  Army 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

1945 

J.  Edgar  Hoover 

1946 

Bob  Hope 
1946 

William  Randolph  Hearst 
1946 

Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
1946 

Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1946 

Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 

1947 

Sen.  Edward  Martin 

1947 

Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 

1947 

President  Harry  S.  Truman 

1949 

George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth 

(Potthumoutly)— 1 949 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker 

(Potthumoutly)— 1 949 

Charles  F.  Johnson,  Jr. 

1950 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 
1950 

Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 

1950 

Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 

1951 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson 
(Potthumoutly) — 1953 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White 

(Posthumously) — 1954 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 

1955 

Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1955 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 

1956 

Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1956 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

1957 

The  Most  Reverend 
Fulton  J.  Sheen 
1957 


NGUISHED  sepvice 


Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

1958 

Unknown  Servicemen  of  World  War 
I,  World  War  II,  and  Korea, 

interred  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier, 
Arlington  National  Cemetery— 1 958 

Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 

1959 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1961 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 

1962 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley 

(Posthumously) — 1 962 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1963 

Dr.  Chari  es  W.  Mayo 

1964 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover 

(Potthumoutly)— 1 965 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1965 

Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 

1966 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1967 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

1968 

Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1968 

President  Richard  M.  Nixon 

1969 

Rep.  Olin  E.  Teague 

1970 

Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers 

(Posthumously) — 1971 

Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell 

(Posthumously)  — 1971 

Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 
1972 

Dewitt  Wallace 
1972 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
1974 

Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 

1974 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

1975 
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HISTORY-ORGANIZATION-PROGRAMS 

MHPpX|  i 


AN  LEGION 


INSTI 


Six  Monthly  Lessons 

1—  History  and  Organization. 

2 —  Service  Divisions  and  Sections. 

3 — Americanism  and  Children  & Youth  Programs. 

4 — Veterans  Affairs  — Rehabilitation  and  Economic 
Programs. 

5 — Legislative  Program  and  Public  Relations. 

6— National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Programs. 


Enrollment  Instructions 


Enroll  Now  For 
31st  Term 

The  challenges  of  tomorrow — the  accomplishments  that 
can  bring  even  greater  glory  to  The  American  Legion  -await 
the  competent  decisions  and  sincere  actions  of  capable 
Legionnaires  in  their  respective  communities.  In  order  to 
perform  their  specific  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
Legion  leaders  must  fully  understand  The  American 
Legion — its  history,  its  accomplishments,  its  structure,  its 
programs,  and,  especially,  how  it  functions  today. 

The  American  Legion  Extension  Institute  will  give  this 
basic  knowledge  of  our  organization.  A home  study  plan,  the 
course  consists  of  six  monthly  lessons.  Students  check  their 
own  progress  by  a series  of  questions  at  the  end  of  each 
lesson. 

Students  will  complete  the  final  examination  and  return  it 
to  National  Headquarters  for  grading.  Students  passing  the 
final  examination  will  receive  a certificate  of  graduation. 
Legionnaire  and  SAL  graduates  will  receive  a colorful  blue 
and  gold  mortarboard  cap  patch.  Auxiliary  graduates  will 
receive  an  attractive  mortarboard  pin  and  chain  which  they 
may  attach  to  their  Auxiliary  pin. 


Tuition 

1 to  3 enrollments $5.00  each 

4 or  more  enrollments 

(on  one  application) $4.00  each 


1.  Use  the  handy  enrollment  application  form  on  this 
page.  If  you  have  more  applications  for  enrollment,  type  or 
print  the  requested  information  for  the  additional  enrollees 
on  a plain  sheet  of  paper  and  attach  it  to  the  application 
form. 

2.  Be  sure  to  fill  out  the  application  form  completely.  It  is 
important  that  you  include  the  membership  card  number 
and  post  or  unit  number  of  each  enrolled 

3.  Make  all  remittances  payable  to  National  Treasurer, 
The  American  Legion. 

4.  Mail  the  application  and  remittance  through  your 
Department  Headquarters  or  to: 

American  Legion  Extension  Institute 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

5.  Mail  your  enrollment  application  as  promptly  as 
possible.  National  Headquarters  will  accept  enrollments  in 
the  thirty-first  term  of  the  Extension  Institute  through 
November  1,  1976. 


To:  American  Legion  Extension  Institute 

P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46206 

APPLICATION — 31st  TERM 

Name 

(Last)  (First)  (Middle) 

Address 

City  State _ 

Zip  Code Post  No 

Card  No. Unit  No 
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All  over  the  world 
ing  jetliners  are  getting 
people  together. 


Youth  Leaders  Attend  Convention 


BOY  SCOUTS 


MARK  A.  WRIGHT 

Bartlesville,  Oklahoma 

Boy  Scout 
of  the  Year 


BASEBALL 


DAVID  EDLER 

Yakima,  Washington 

Player  oj  the  Year 


ORATORICAL 


ROBERT  H.  MAUS 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Winner,  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest 


BOYS  NATION  — As  we  go  to  press  the  President  of  the  1976  Boys  Nation  Program  had  not  been  selected.  We  regret  this  very 
much  and  hope  that  everyone  will  understand. 


ARMY  VETERAN  DESIGNS  CONVENTION  BADGE 


Award-winning  Seattle  artist,  Bob  McCausland,  who 
designed  the  58th  American  Legion  National  Convention 
Bicentennial  Badge,  served  some  3 Vi  years  in  the  Army 
during  World  War  II.  Much  of  his  service  was  in  the 
Aleutians  where  he  was  chief  mate  on  “everything  from 
tugboats  to  passenger  ships”  of  the  Army  Transportation 
Corps. 

A native  Seattleite,  he  joined  the  editorial  art  staff  of  the 
Seattle  Post-Intelligencer  some  3 1 years  ago  after  graduating 
from  his  school,  art  courses  at  Edison  Vocational  School 
and  positions  with  several  local  business  firms. 

In  addition  to  his  outstanding  ability  as  a caricaturist,  he  is 
recognized  for  his  work  in  other  art  forms  such  as  line 
drawings,  sculpturing  and  wood  carving.  (Photo  by  Bob 
Miller,  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer) 


BOB  McCAUSLAND 
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Freedom 

Bell 


Commanders 


DISTRICT 

These  District  Commanders  qualified  for  Freedom  Bell  honors 
and  an  expense-paid  trip  to  the  1976  National  Convention.  The  top 
District  Commander  (the  one  whose  District  showed  the  greatest 
percentage  of  membership  gain)  in  each  of  five  categories  auto- 
matically qualified  as  a winner.  The  other  two  winners  in  each 
category  were  drawn  from  a container  holding  the  names  of  all 
District  Commanders  whose  Districts  surpassed  their  respective 
1975  membership  totals  by  May  1,  1976.  Competition  was  divided 
into  categories  based  on  the  membership  of  the  districts  in  1975. 


Ordie  O.  Conrad,  Jr.,  District  7, 
North  Carolina 

Eric  Williamson,  District  4,  North 
Carolina 

William  Whisman,  District  5, 

West  Virginia 

Philip  Mayeaux,  District  2,  Louisiana 
A.  B.  Sheets,  District  6,  Louisiana 
Merlin  Hoffman,  District  1,  Idaho 
Ms.  Louise  Emond,  District  4, 
Pennsylvania 


Leon  Vreeland,  District  12,  Wisconsin 
Clarence  Jackson,  District  3,  Delaware 
Wilmer  E.  Raymond,  District  6, 
California 

John  Lendo,  District  6,  Georgia 
Frank  Bailey,  District  5,  Kansas 
Harry  B.  Hensel,  District  9,  Ohio 
Donald  R.  Greubel,  District  7,  Indiana 
William  Koenig,  District  10,  Minnesota 


POST 

These  Post  Commanders  qualified  for  the  Freedom  Bell  award 
by  leading  their  respective  Posts  to  a membership,  as  of  March  3 1 , 
1976,  which  was  greater  than  any  year’s  membership  total  since 
1960.  Their  names  were  drawn  to  represent  approximately  1,700 
Post  Commanders  who  recorded  this  outstanding  achievement. 
These  Post  Commanders  also  received  expense-paid  trips  to  the 
National  Convention: 


Yosh  Arai,  Post  185,  Colorado 
Dwayne  Marten,  Post  506,  Illinois 
William  R.  Abernathy,  Post  259, 
Indiana 

Wallace  Groover,  Post  71,  Iowa 
Woodrow  W.  Ross,  Jr.,  Post  277, 
Kentucky 

Ernest  J.  Cubbage,  Post  81,  Louisiana 
Gilbert  C.  Sullivan,  Post  400, 
Massachusetts 

Joseph  Capling,  Post  197,  Michigan 
Iver  Warling,  Post  181,  Minnesota 
James  O.  Wiemann,  Post  366,  Missouri 
Robert  M.  Reeves,  Post  112, 

New  Hampshire 

Gordon  W.  McCarter,  Post  120, 

New  Jersey 


Mike  D’Arco,  Post  121,  New  Mexico 
Frank  P.  Martin,  Post  1342,  New  York 
J.  P.  Trexler,  Post  342,  North  Carolina 
Ernest  M.  Lidenberg,  Post  92, 

North  Dakota 

James  Puttick,  Jr.,  Post  710,  Ohio 
O.  W.  Bruce,  Post  192,  Oklahoma 
Harold  R.  Burt,  Post  51,  Oregon 
Earl  H.  Walbert,  Post  576,  Pennsylvania 
Ramon  C.  Navarro,  Post  89,  Philippines 
Wayne  H.  Oetken,  Post  161, 

South  Dakota 

Robert  E.  Frank,  Post  112,  Utah 
William  H.  Peninegar,  Post  93, 

West  Virginia 

Howard  Lang,  Post  98,  Wisconsin 


DEPARTMENT 

Department  Commanders  who  qualified  for  Freedom  Bell 
honors  are  identified  among  those  whose  Departments  achieved 
100  points  or  better  and  are  pictured  elsewhere  in  this  National 
Convention  Program. 


Dunphy’s  Irish. 

The  luck  of 
the  Americans. 


MUNI) 


specially  blended  for  the 
American  palate.  The  first 
Irish  with  a new,  soft  taste. 

So  smooth  and  mellow. 

Here  are  two  refreshing  ways 
to  enjoy  Dunphy’s: 

Red-Haired  Mary 
V/20Z.  Dunphy’s 
4 oz.  chilled  tomato  juice 
Lemon  wedge 
AdashofTobasco 
Salt  to  taste 

Cucumber  spear  optional. 

Irish  Sunset 
lj/2  oz.  Dunphy’s 
l/z  oz.  orange  juice 
R20Z.  lime  juice 
4 dashes  Grenadine 
Shake  with  ice  and  pour 
ingredients  and  ice  into  tall  glass. 

80°  Blended  Irish  Whiskey. 

The  American  Distilling  Co.,  N.Y. 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
1976  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Washington,  Inc 


Badges  & Packets 


Badges  & Packets 


Concessions 


James  V.  Gaboriault 
Chairman 


John  E.  Jensen 
Co-Chairman 


Frank  L.  Batchelor 
Chairman 


Distinguished 

Guests 


Arden  T.  Aegerter 
Chairman 


Distinguished 

Guests 


Decorations  & 
Floats 


Jack  Gordon  Arthur  Chamberlin 

Co-  Chairman  Chairman 


Contests 


Entertainment 

Equipment 

Contests 

Coupons 

Procurement 

C.  L.  (Bud)  Johnson 
Co-Chairman 


Frank  L.  Batchelor 
Co-Chairman 


David  S.  Wood 
Chairman 


William  L.  Hall 
Chairman 


First  Aid 


First  Aid 


Halls  & 

Seating  Housing 


Insurance 


Dr.  Harry  H.  Kretzler 
Chairman 


Dr.  B.  E.  McConville 
Co-Chairman 


D.  O.  Engel 
Chairman 


Hartly  Kruger 
Chairman 


Arthur  Degginger 
Chairman 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
1976  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Washington,  Inc. 


Golf 


Alfred  J.  Bianchi 
Co-Chairman 


Legal 


R.  A.  Horton  Smith 
Chairman 

Post 

Participation 


Jack  T.  Uno 
Chairman 


Golf 


Lewis  E.  Brewer 
Co-Chairman 


Memorial 

Services 


Vernon  Hill 
Chairman 


Post 

Participation 

mA 

David  E.  King 
Co-Chairman 


Golf 


Robert  Johnson 
Co-Chairman 


Parade 


Joseph  Feldman 
Chairman 

Public  Relations 


Bruce  E.  Penny 
Chairman 


Golf 


Albert  Keppler 
Co-Chairman 


Provost 


Capt.  Kenneth  Roskie 
Chairman 

Registration  & 
information 


Hughes  L.  Pritchard 
Chairman 


Ticket  Sales  Exhibits 


John  F.  Stepich 
Chairman 


Hubert  McLellan 
Chairman 


Transportation 
& Tours 


Fred  Edenfield 
Chairman 
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The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 


National  Officers 


MRS.  ALAN  SCHANEL 
National  President 


MRS.  PAUL  BROWN 
National  Vice  President 


MRS.  LYNN 
RANSDELL 
Vice  President 
Central  Division 


MRS.  EUGENE 
LECOMPTE 
Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


MRS.  LESTER 
HENKENS 
Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 


MRS.  WILLIAM  D 
CHESTER,  JR. 

Vice  President 
Southern  Division 


MRS.  JAMES 
WHITE 
Vice  President 
Western  Division 


MRS.  GEORGE 
GIBBS 

National  Historian 


MRS.  CLARENCE 
ENGH 

National  Chaplain 


MISS  DORIS 
ANDERSON 
National  Secretary 


MRS.  MYNER 
FREEMAN 
National  Treasurer 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
FIFTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


Olympic  Hotel 
Seattle,  Washington 


Saturday,  August  21,  1976 

MUSICAL  CONTESTS 
9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Georgian  Room,  Olympic  Hotel 

PRE-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

4:00  p.m. 

Williamsburg  Ballroom 

MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

7:00  p.m. 

High  School  Memorial  Stadium 
Sunday,  August  22,  1976 

JOINT  MEMORIAL  SERVICE  WITH  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

11:00  a.m. 

Plaza  Ballroom,  Plaza  Hotel 

PRE-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
8:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 


The  following  pre-convention  committee  meetings  will  all  be  held  in  the  Olympic  Hotel 

8:30  a.m.  - 9:30  a.m. 


CREDENTIALS 

Colonial  Room 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Tryon,  Chairman 

8:30  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m. 


PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY 

Rex  Room 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Chairman 


JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES 

Williamsburg  Room 
Mrs.  James  Starr,  Chairman 

POPPY 

Georgian  Room 

Mrs.  James  R.  Williams,  Chairman 

WOMEN’S  FORUM  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Downstairs 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  Chairman 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 

Spanish  Ballroom 

Mrs.  Earl  Bigalow,  Chairman 

LEGISLATIVE 

Olympic  Bowl 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Behrend,  Chairman 
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9:30  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m. 


PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Colonial  Room 

Mrs.  Robert  Tekulve,  Chairman 


RULES 

Rex  Room 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Chairman 


10:30  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m. 

LIAISON  WITH  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION 

Colonial  Room 

Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell,  Chairman 


CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 

Grand  Ballroom 

Mrs.  Robert  Cuccaro,  Chairman 

GIRLS  STATE 

Williamsburg  Room 

Mrs.  John  Roethel,  Chairman 

MEMBERSHIP 

Georgian  Room 

Mrs.  Jack  Smith,  Chairman 

COMMUNITY  SERVICE 

Rex  Room 

Mrs.  Helen  Adams,  Chairman 


10:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Downstairs 

Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy,  Chairman 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 

Spanish  Ballroom 

Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen,  Chairman 

PUBLICATIONS 

Olympic  Bowl 

Mrs.  Earl  Franklin,  Jr.,  Chairman 


11:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

CAVALCADE  OF  MEMORIES 

Colonial  Room 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett,  Chairman 


12:30  p.m.  - 2:30  p.m. 


AMERICANISM 

Colonial  Room 

Mrs.  Thomas  Gear,  Chairman 

RESOLUTIONS 

Williamsburg  Room 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Swigert,  Chairman 


FINANCE 

Rex  Room 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton,  Chairman 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

Georgian  Room 

Mrs.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 


NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Olympic  Bowl 

Mrs.  Melvin  Junge,  Chairman 


LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 

Downstairs 

Mrs.  Deverre  Harper,  Chairman 


The  following  pre-convention  committee  meetings  will  all  be  held  in  the  Seattle  Hilton  Hotel,  at  Sixth  and 
University  Streets,  which  is  about  a block  and  a half  from  the  Olympic  Hotel. 


8:30  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m. 

PARLIAMENTARY  WORKSHOP 

Taku-Chinook  Room 
Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews 
National  Parliamentarian 

SPIRIT  OF  76 

Windward  Room 

Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman 


EDUCATION  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Leeward  Room 

Mrs.  Walter  Stolte,  Chairman 


54 


10:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 


HISTORIANS  AUXILIARY  EMERGENCY  FUND 

Windward  Room  Leeward  Room 

Mrs.  George  Gibbs,  Historian  Mrs.  Edward  Wellman,  Chairman 

FREEDOMS  FOUNDATION  PROJECT  76 

Taku-Chinook  Room 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay,  Chairman 


12:30  p.m.  - 2:30  p.m. 

MUSIC  CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS 

Windward  Room  Leeward  Room 

Mrs.  Walter  Kirchhefer,  Chairman  Mrs.  Audrey  Starke,  Chairman 

CHAPLAINS 

Taku-Chinook  Room 

Mrs.  Clarence  Engh,  Chaplain 


REHEARSAL  OF  PAGES 

1:00  p.m. 

Grand  Ballroom 

(Preceded  by  Coffee  honoring  the  Pages) 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

2:00  p.m. 

* * * 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
FIFTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Olympic  Hotel 
Seattle,  Washington 
Grand  Ballroom 

Monday,  August  23,  1976 
8:30  a.m. 

“A  SALUTE  TO  THE  PAST  ...  A TOAST  TO  THE  FUTURE” 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Mrs.  Barbara  Engel,  National  Convention  Coordinator 

CONVENTION  PROCESSIONAL: 

Mrs.  Pat  Sherman,  Convention  Organist 

ORDER  OF  PROCESSIONAL: 

Department  Colors  National  Colors 

Past  National  Presidents  National  President 

National  Officers 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 


INVOCATION 
MOMENT  OF  SILENCE 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

WELCOME  TO  THE  CONVENTION 


Mrs.  Barbara  Engel 

National  Convention  Coordinator 

Mrs.  Clarence  Engh,  National  Chaplain 

Led  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Gear, 

Americanism  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Walter  Kirchhefer, 

Music  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Robert  Cuccaro, 

Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 

Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  National  President 


INTRODUCTIONS  AND  GREETINGS 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

THE  STATE  OF  WASHINGTON 
THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
1976  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


National  Commander  Harry  Wiles 
National  Adjutant  William  F.  Hauck 
Mr.  Emmett  Lenihan,  President 
Convention  Corporation 

The  Honorable  Daniel  J.  Evans 
Governor  of  Washington 

The  Honorable  Wesley  C.  Uhlman 
Mayor  of  Seattle 

Mrs.  Aiden  Russell,  President 
Department  of  Washington 

Mrs.  Barbara  Engel,  Convention  Coordinator 
Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller,  Honorary  Chairman 


Mrs.  George  Gibbs,  National  Historian 

Mrs.  Clarence  Engh,  National  Chaplain 

Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary 

Mrs.  Myner  Freeman,  National  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews,  National  Parliamentarian 


Seattle’s  766-room  Olympic  Hotel  at  Fourth  and  Seneca 
Streets  in  Downtown  Seattle  will  be  the  Headquarters  Hotel 
jor  the  1976  American  Legion  Auxiliary  National  Con- 
vention to  be  held  in  Seattle  simultaneously  with  the  58th 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion. 


GREETINGS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Paul  Brown,  National  Vice  President 


The  Division  National  Vice  Presidents: 
Mrs.  Lynn  Ransdell,  Central 
Mrs.  Eugene  LeCompte,  Eastern 
Mrs.  Lester  Henkens,  Northwestern 
Mrs.  William  Chester,  Jr.,  Southern 
Mrs.  James  White,  Western 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 


Mrs.  Robert  Walbridge 
Mrs.  William  H.  Biester,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Albin  Charles  Carlson 
Mrs.  Oscar  W.  Hahn 
Mrs.  James  Morris 
Mrs.  Mark  W.  Murrill 
Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  Smith 
Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven 
Mrs.  Norton  H.  Pearl 
Mrs.  Lee  W.  Hutton 
Mrs.  Norman  L.  Sheehe 
Mrs.  Willis  C.  Reed 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett 
Mrs.  J.  Pat  Kelly 
Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Gray 


Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Glynn 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Ryan,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall 
Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett 
Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE  PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby 
Junior  Past  National  President 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Mrs.  Syl  Pulvermacher  Mrs.  Larry  Anderson 

National  Chairman  oj  Pages  National  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Frank  Dilley 
Mrs.  Paul  McDonald 
Mrs.  Grayce  Nadeau 

ADDRESS 

Lt.  General  Vernon  A.  Walters,  Former  Deputy 
Director,  Central  Intelligence  Agency 

PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  FAITH,  FREEDOM  AND  FRIENDSHIP  BICENTENNIAL  SALUTE 

Recess  - 12  Noon 

* * * 

1:15  - 1:30  p.m.  - Organ  Recital 
1:30  p.m. 

Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  National  President 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Try  on,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Tekulve,  Chairman 

Major  General  Jeanne  Marjorie  Holm  (Ret.) 

Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Women 


CALL  TO  ORDER 

CREDENTIALS 

RULES 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 
ADDRESS 


Mrs.  Norman  Gilbert 
Mrs.  Robert  Sonne 
Mrs.  Alice  Kiernan 
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THE  FOUNDATION  ON  WHICH  WE  BUILD 

(Committee  Reports) 


NATIONAL  SECURITY  Mrs.  Melvin  Junge,  Chairman 

WOMEN’S  FORUM  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY  Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  Chairman 

AMERICANISM  Mrs.  Thomas  Gear,  Chairman 

LEGISLATIVE  Mrs.  H.  B.  Behrend,  Chairman 

MUSIC  Mrs.  Walter  Kirchhefer,  Chairman 

PRESENTATION  OF  WINNERS  OF  MUSIC  CONTEST 


“TELLING  THE  STORY  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY” 
HISTORIAN  Mrs.  George  Gibbs,  National  Historian 

CHAPLAIN  Mrs.  Clarence  Engh,  National  Chaplain 

PUBLICATIONS  Mrs.  Earl  Franklin,  Jr.,  Chairman 

COMMUNICATIONS  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy,  Chairman 

Recess  - 4:00  p.m. 

* * * 


7:00  p.m.  - 10:00  p.m. 

RECEPTION  FOR  CANDIDATE  FOR  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 
Spanish  Ballroom 

RECEPTION  FOR  CANDIDATES  FOR  OTHER  NATIONAL  OFFICES 

Georgian  Room 

* * * 

Tuesday,  August  24,  1976 

BICENTENNIAL  BRUNCH 
8:30  a.m. 

Rainier  Room  - Exposition  Center 

JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
10:30  a.m. 

Coliseum  - Seattle  Center 


1:15  - 1:30  p.m. 

Organ  Recital 

1:30  p.m. 

Grand  Ballroom  - Olympic  Hotel 


CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  National  President 

ADDRESS  Honorable  Richard  Roudebush 

Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 


“WE  WORK  FOR  OTHERS” 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION  Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen,  Chairman 

VAVS  REPRESENTATIVE  Mrs.  John  Powel,  Jr. 

POPPY  Mrs.  James  R.  Williams,  Chairman 

LIAISON  WITH  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION  Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell,  Chairman 

CAVALCADE  OF  MEMORIES  Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett,  Chairman 
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NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1976-1977 

Recess  - 3:30  p.m. 

* * * 

3:30  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 

EASTERN  DIVISION 

Williamsburg  Room 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION 

Spanish  Ballroom 

WESTERN  DIVISION 

Olympic  Bowl 
* * * 

Wednesday,  August  25,  1976 

8:15  a.m.  - 8:30  a.m. 

Organ  Recital 


CENTRAL  DIVISION 

Grand  Ballroom 

NORTHWESTERN  DIVISION 

Georgian  Room 


CALL  TO  ORDER 


8:30  a.m. 

Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  National  President 


GIRLS  STATE 

INTRODUCTION  AND  GREETING 
EDUCATION  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 
CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES 
LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 
MEMBERSHIP 


“A  TOAST  TO  THE  FUTURE” 

Mrs.  John  Roethel,  Chairman 
President,  1976  Boys/ Girls  Nation 
Mrs.  Walter  Stolte,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Earl  Bigalow,  Chairman 
Mrs.  James  Starr,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Deverre  Harper,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Jack  Smith,  Chairman 


PRESENTATION  OF  1975-1976  GOAL  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 


SALUTE  TO  OUR  COMMUNITIES  ...  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD’ 


COMMUNITY  SERVICE 
FOREIGN  RELATIONS 
SPIRIT  OF  ’76 

FREEDOMS  FOUNDATION  PROJECT  ’76 
SPECIAL  PRESENTATION 


Mrs.  Helen  Adams,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay,  Chairman 
Countess  Pulaski 


FINANCE 

PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY 
AUXILIARY  EMERGENCY  FUND 
CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS 
CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 


WE  SPEAK  OF  STRENGTH” 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Edward  Wellman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Audrey  Starke,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Cuccaro,  Chairman 

Recess  11:30  a.m. 
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1:15  - 1:30  p.m. 
Organ  Recital 


1:30  p.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  National  President 

PRESENTATION  OF  1975-1976  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 
ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

GREETINGS  FROM  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

REPORT  OF  THE  EIGHT  AND  FORTY  Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale 

Le  Chapeau  National 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

REPORT  OF  THE  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  Mrs.  R.  C.  Swigert,  Chairman 

Unfinished  Business 

Recess  - 4:00  p.m. 


STATES  DINNER 
8:00  p.m. 

Exhibition  Hall,  Seattle  Center 


Thursday,  August  26,  1976 
9:00  a.m. 

INSTALLATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1976-1977 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett,  Past  National  President,  Installing  Officer 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Past  National  President 

PRESENTATION  OF  PIN  AND  RIBBON  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Past  National  President 

RETIREMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  CONVENTION 

Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  Retiring  National  President 
* * * 

11:00  a.m. 

POST  CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Williamsburg  Room 

POST  CONVENTION  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 
Olympic  Bowl 
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NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COORDINATOR 

Mrs.  Barbara  Engel 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  VICE  COORDINATOR 

Mrs.  Fred  Taylor 

HONORARY  CONVENTION  COORDINATOR 

Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller 

CONVENTION  SECRETARY 

Mrs.  Wilfred  Holthaus 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS,  COURTESY 
AND  TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs.  Henry  Lamb,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Claude  Cooper,  Co- Vice  Chairman 

Mrs.  William  Coulson,  Co-Vice  Chairman 

STATES  DINNER 

Mrs.  Nelson  Gordius,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Wally  Lehman,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  PRE-CONVENTION 
SOCIAL  FUNCTIONS 

Mrs.  Frank  Buzzell,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Donald  Weese,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS  CANDIDATES 
RECEPTIONS 

Mrs.  Vernon  Hill,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Elliott  Burdett,  Vice  Chairman 

CAUCUS  RECEPTION  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Larry  Dallam,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Char  Warn,  Vice  Chairman 

PAGES 

Mrs.  Larry  Anderson,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Clyde  Kenerson,  Co- Vice  Chairman 

Mrs.  Alan  Hull,  Co-Vice  Chairman 

HALLS  AND  SEATING 

Mrs.  Paul  Gran,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Leo  Walker,  Vice  Chairman 

DECORATIONS  AND  FLOWERS 

Mrs.  Edward  Berry,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Paul  Riedel,  Vice  Chairman 

EXHIBITS 

Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Johnson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Duane  Wilson,  Vice  Chairman 

FLAG  REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  B.  J.  Plant,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Nora  Walker,  Vice  Chairman 


FIRST  AID 

Mrs.  James  Scollard,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Ed  Clark,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  POST  CONVENTION 
SOCIAL  FUNCTIONS 

Mrs.  Kenneth  Dunsdon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Wallace  Quintus,  Vice  Chairman 

SCRAPBOOK 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Tilton,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Stan  Groznik,  Vice  Chairman 

BICENTENNIAL  BRUNCH 

Mrs.  Robert  Matthews,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Irvin  Martin,  Vice  Chairman 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Hughes  Pritchard,  Chairman 

HEART  ASSOCIATION  DISPLAY 

Mrs.  William  Berry,  Chairman 


Next  time 
someone  asks 
you  where  to 
stay  in  Seattle 

give  them  our 
est. 


The 

WESTERN  INTERNATIONAL  MOTELS 

For  reservations,  see  your  travel  agent.  Or  dial  800-228-3000  toll  free. 

In  Seattle,  at  Fourth  and  Seneca,  call  682-7700. 


INFORMATION  - LOST  AND  FOUND 

Mrs.  Robert  Sweet,  Chairman 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Yeager,  Vice  Chairman 

MUSIC  CONTESTS 

Mrs.  Elbert  Fiscus,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Dwane  Hatch,  Vice  Chairman 
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NATIONAL  PARKS 
BECKON  LEGIONNAIRES 


CANADA  AWAITS 
LEGIONNAIRE  VISITORS 


Legionnaires  attending  the  58th  American  Legion  Na- 
tional Convention  will  have  their  choice  of  two  beautiful  na- 
tional parks  if  they  want  to  enjoy  the  rugged,  natural  scenery 
that  makes  this  corner  of  the  nation  so  attractive. 

Mt.  Rainier  National  Park,  a 378  square  mile  preserve  sur- 
rounds the  14,410-foot  dormant  volcano  that  gives  the  park 
its  name.  Glaciers  creep  down  its  sides,  forming  and  feeding 
a dozen  streams  that  carry  the  winter  snows  into  summer 
swimming  pools. 

Obscured  at  times  in  the  winter  months  by  occasional 
clouds,  Mt.  Rainier  stands  out  in  full  splendor  throughout 
the  summer  and  is  an  astounding  visual  treat  to  visitors. 

The  park  is  only  about  80  miles  away  and  is  served  by  daily 
tour  bus  service.  By  car  you  can  travel  to  the  Paradise  visitor 
center  at  the  5,400  foot  level  on  the  south  side  or  to  the  Sun- 
rise center  on  the  east  side  at  the  6,400  foot  level.  Hiking,  day 
walks,  overnight  stays,  flower  viewing  and  spotting  the  wild 
animals  on  the  higher  slopes  are  just  a few  of  the  attractions. 

To  the  west  of  Seattle,  across  Puget  Sound,  lies  the  mas- 
sive, 1,200  square  mile  Olympic  National  Park  — a park 
graced  with  a mountain  range  all  of  its  own,  a couple  of  rain 
forests  of  almost  tropical  verdure,  and  an  ocean  which  it 
shares  with  most  of  Asia  and  parts  of  North  America. 

The  drive  to  the  park  is  a charming  trip  by  car  ferry  and 
floating  bridge  past  quaint  lumber  communities  and  finally 
to  the  bustling  lumber  port  of  Port  Angeles,  gateway  to  the 
park  and  jumping  off  point  for  a visit  to  Victoria,  British 
Columbia  — a thriving  community  that  boasts  an  image  of 
“a  little  bit  of  England.” 

Tallest  mountain  in  the  park  is  Mt.  Olympus,  viewed  in  all 
its  glory  from  the  visitors  center  on  Hurricane  Ridge, 
reached  easily  by  car  from  Port  Angeles.  More  than  60 
glaciers  in  the  park  carry  the  heavy  snow  and  ice  burden  to 
the  lowlands,  grinding  down  boulders  and  rocks  in  their 
ever-pressing  movement  and  providing  the  silt  and  soil  for 
the  soaring  forests  below. 

In  crisp  clear  summer  days  the  entire  Olympic  Range, 
including  towering  Mt.  Olympus,  is  visible  to  the  west  of 
Seattle,  especially  from  such  vantage  points  as  the  major 
downtown  hotels. 


An  unique  opportunity  for  a short  jaunt  into  a foreign 
land  awaits  Legionnaires  attending  the  58th  National  Con- 
vention. 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada’s  largest  west  coast 
city  and  gateway  to  the  entire  Pacific,  is  just  a few  hours  drive 
or  bus  ride  north  of  here. 

The  city  boasts  a beautiful  shopping  area,  nightlife  to  suit 
any  taste,  quiet,  beautifully-flowered  parks,  museums, 
quaint  food  and  a bustling,  energetic  feeling  that  is  almost 
electrifying. 

Right  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  Stanley  Park  juts  out  into  the 
busy  shipping  lanes  and,  yet,  holds  1,000  acres  of  barely  de- 
veloped greenery  and  trails  for  quiet  meditation  or  ship 
watching. 

Flower  lovers  will  also  find  joy  at  the  Nitobe  Gardens  at 
nearby  University  of  British  Columbia  or  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth Park.  For  those  interested  in  Indian  artifacts,  Totem 
Park  on  the  UBC  campus  features  authentically  displayed 
works  of  early-day  native  carvers. 

Just  north  of  the  city  sits  neighboring  North  Vancouver 
with  its  famed  Capilano  Canyon  suspension  bridge  for  a 
wobbly  stroll  230  feet  above  a roaring  river.  Up  the  road  a 
few  miles  from  the  canyon  is  Grouse  Mountain  where  aerial 
tramways  lift  visitors  high  into  the  sky  for  dinner  above  the 
city  or  a sunset  view  unmatched  anywhere  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest. 


BH 


Keep  it  up. 


To  the  thousands  of  employers  who  have 
signed  the  Statement  of  Support  for  the 
Guard  and  Reserve,  our  sincere  thanks. 
To  those  who  haven't,  please  think  it  over. 
It's  one  of  the  best  investments  you  can 
make.  And  a commitment  to  your  own 
conscience. 

Today,  this  vital  volunteer  force  repre- 
sents almost  30%  of  our  entire  military 
personnel— at  a cost  of  only  5%  of  our 
entire  defense  budget.  You,  as  an  em- 
ployer, can  help  keep  the  Guard  and 
Reserve  trained  and  ready.  This  means  all 
employers— the  large,  small,  and  those  in 


between.  Everyone  who  knows  and  values 
the  freedom  we  live  in. 

Your  signature  on  the  Statement  of 
Support  is  a pledge  to  back  your  employ- 
ees who  serve  in  the  Guard  and  Reserve. 
It's  an  assurance  that  a couple  of  weeks 
on  military  duty  won't  limit  their  job 
opportunities.  And  for  you,  it  means  more 
productive,  more  responsible  employees. 

To  receive  your  Statement  of  Support, 
or  more  information,  write:  EMPLOYER 
SUPPORT,  Arlington,  V A 22202. 


EMPLOYER  SUPPORT  OF 
THE  GUARD  & RESERVE 
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VISIT  THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  WASHINGTON  ARBORETUM 

Flowers,  plants  and  all  things  natural  and  beautiful  are 
waiting  for  your  visual  enjoyment  in  a 200-acre  Green 
Thumb  wonderland  called  the  University  of  Washington  Ar- 
boretum. 

You  don’t  have  to  enroll  in  any  course  to  enjoy  the  cas- 
cade of  massive  rhododendrons  and  avenues  of  azaleas  and 
the  lush  beauty  of  the  Japanese  Garden  located  within  the 
arboretum. 

The  grounds  are  open  from  8 a.m.  to  sunset  for  the  entire 
arboretum  and  from  10  a.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  for  the  Japanese 
Garden. 

Practically  every  type  of  ornamental  plant  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  is  on  display  and  can  be  enjoyed  via  guided  tours. 


WASHINGTON  BOASTS 
OF  TWO  RAINIERS 

Washington  State  is  famous  for  two  Rainiers  — the 
14,410-foot  mountain  and  Rainier  Beer. 

And,  in  anticipation  of  the  58th  American  Legion 
National  Convention  the  Rainier  Brewing  Company  will  ex- 


pand its  Mountain  Room  facilities  to  include  a Legion 
Hospitality  Garden  throughout  the  convention. 

The  brewery  has  issued  a special  invitation  to  visiting 
Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  to  tour  the  plant  and, 
of  course,  enjoy  beverage  and  refreshments  after  the  tour. 

Tour  hours  will  be  from  1-6  p.m.  each  weekday  at  the 
brewery,  located  at  3100  Airport  Way  South,  a short  drive 
from  downtown  Seattle  and  adjacent  to  the  1-5  Freeway. 

“We  especially  invite  The  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  enjoy  a flavor  and  an  experience 
unique  to  the  Northwest,”  said  a Rainier  Brewing  Company 
spokesman.  “Plan  to  tour  the  brewery  while  visiting  Seattle.” 


A Resource  Program 
for  Developing 

SCOUTING/USA 

Good  Citizens 

Recommended  by  the 
National  Americanism  Commission 
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SEATTLE  FACTS 
WORTH  KNOWING 


A spilled  glue  pot  in  the  basement  of  a cabinet  shop  caused 
the  Seattle  fire  of  1889  which  destroyed  the  entire  down- 
town area.  Pioneer  families  are  considered  those  who  ar- 
rived before  the  fire. 


The  average  daily  temperature  in  Seattle  in  August  is  63.8 
degrees  farenheit.  The  record  high  is  99  and  the  record  low, 
45.  Average  rainfall  for  the  month  is  1.99  inches. 


Chinese  culture  is  preserved  and  interpreted  in  Seattle  at 
the  Wing  Luke  Museum,  414  8th  Ave.  S.,  named  in  honor  of 
a former  city  councilman  who  was  killed  in  an  airplane 
crash. 


Fire  buffs  visiting  Seattle  should  tour  the  Hall  of  Fire  En- 
gines at  the  Seattle  Center.  Its  oldest  piece  of  equipment  is  an 
1856  Hunneman  hand  pumper  with  copper  fittings. 


I’m  An 


American  Legion 
Blood  Donor 


64 


SALON  NATIONAL  LA  BOUTIQUE 
Des  Huit  Chapeaux  et  Quarante  Femmes 
55th  Annual  La  Marche  Nationale 


Mrs.  Lois  N.  Lansdale 
Le  Chapeau  National 


Olympic  Hotel 
Seattle,  Washington 


August  26,  27  and  28,  1976 


La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 

REGISTRATION 


Olympic  Hotel 


Saturday,  August  21,  1976— Williamsburg  Foyer 2:00  P.M.  to  6:00  P. 

Thursday,  August  26,  1976 — Williamsburg  Foyer 2:00  P.M.  to  7:00  P. 

Friday,  August  27,  1976 — Williamsburg  Foyer 10:00  A.M.  to  1:00  P. 


Thursday,  August  26,  1976 
PRE-MARCHE  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  and 
NATIONAL  JEWISH  HOSPITAL  LIAISON 

Mrs.  William  Staley  & 

Mrs.  John  Hadden,  Chairmen 

3:30  to  5:00  P.M. — Williamsburg  Room 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 

Mrs.  Lionel  Dugas,  Chairman 
2:30  to  4:00  P.M. — Queens  Room 

CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Buelah  Goode,  Chairman 

2:30  to  3:00  P.M. — Rex  Room  With  Partnership 

HANDBOOK  REVIEW 

Mrs.  Eleanor  La  Vaque,  L’Avocate 
Nationale 

4:00  to  5:00  P.M. — Queens  Room 


L’ARCHIVISTE 

Mrs.  Herman  Reimink,  L’Archiviste 
Nationale 

3:30  to  5:00  P.M. — Display  Room  #2 

L’AUMONIER 

Miss  Julia  Mullan,  L’Aumonier 
National 

4:15  to  5:00  P.M. — Rex  Room 

PARTNERSHIP 

Mrs.  Donald  Still,  Chairman 
3:00  to  4:15  P.M. — Rex  Room 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  James  R.  Williams,  Chairman 
2:30  to  3:15  P.M. — Williamsburg  Room 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Grace  Combs,  Chairman 
3:30  to  5:00  P.M. — Display  Room  #1 
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RITUAL  AND  EMBLEMS 

Mrs.  Irving  Selmer,  Chairman 
2:30  to  3:30  P.M.— Display  Room  #1 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Arlene  Downing,  Chairman 
4:00  to  5:00  P.M. — Colonial  Room 


SCHOLARSHIP 

Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz,  Chairman 
2:30  to  4:00  P.M. — Colonial  Room 

TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS 

Mrs.  Ruth  McGeary,  Chairman 
2:30  to  3:30  P.M. — Display  Room  #2 


NOTE:  — Hours  for  display  of  Histories  and  Plaques  to  be  posted  by  Chairman. 


PRE-MARCHE  POUVOIR 
Williamsburg  Room— 7:00  P.M. 

MEET  THE  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 
Georgian  Room— 10:00  P.M. 


FRIDAY,  AUGUST  27,  1976 

DIVISIONAL  BREAKFASTS  and  CAUCUSES  8:30  A.M. 


Eastern  Division 

Central  Division 

Southern  Division.  . . . 
Northwestern  Division 
Western  Division  . . . . 


Downstairs  Room 

Pacific/ Evergreen  Room 

Colonial  Room 

Rex  Room 

. . . Williamsburg  Room 


REHEARSAL  for  Les  Marechals  and  Pages 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  La  Concierge  Nationale 
and  Mrs.  George  Mackey,  Chairman  of  Pages 
Georgian  Room  — 11:00  a.m. 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

Georgian  Room 

OPENING  SESSION  — Friday,  August  27,  1976  — 1:30  p.m. 


PROCESSIONAL  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS, 
CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX  PASSES 
AND  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Claude  Cooper,  La  Marche 
Chairman  presiding 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  Le  Chapeau  National 

INVOCATION 

Miss  Julia  Mullan,  L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 
La  Concierge  Nationale 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

Assembly 

FLANDERS  FIELD 

Mrs.  Gene  Steffen,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National, 
Western  Division 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER 

Mrs.  Tim  Mackey,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National, 
Northwestern  Division 

ROLL  CALL 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow, 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 


READING  OF  THE  CALL  TO  1976  MARCHE 
NATIONALE 


REPORT  OF  THE  MINUTES  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

1975  MARCHE 

NATIONALE 


GREETINGS: 

Mrs.  Claude  Cooper,  La  Marche  Nationale 
Chairman 

Mrs.  Barbara  Engel,  National  Convention  Chairman 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
The  Honorable  Wesley  C.  Uhlman,  Mayor,  City  of 
Seattle,  Washington 

Mr.  Richard  C.  Calahan,  Department  Commander  of 
Washington,  The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Aiden  Russell,  Department  President  of 
Washington,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Harold  Lurvey,  Le  Chapeau  Departemental 
of  Washington,  Eight  and  Forty 
Mr.  Emmett  G.  Lenihan,  President,  1976 
Convention  Corporation  of  Washington, 

The  American  Legion 
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PRESENTATION  OF  LES  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 

NATIONAUX  AND  INTRODUCTION  OF  LES 

CHAPEAUX  DEPARTEMENTAUX 

Mrs.  Kathryn  C.  Kucera,  Eastern  Division 
Mrs.  George  Gould,  Central  Division 
Mr.  B.  J.  Gill,  Southern  Division 
Mrs.  Tim  Mackey,  Northwestern  Division 
Mrs.  Gene  Steffen,  Western  Division 

INTRODUCTION  OF  CHAPEAUX 

NATIONAUX  PASSES 

Mrs.  Harry  Kehm 
Mrs.  Walter  Davol 
Mrs.  Albert  Pico 
Mrs.  Robert  Haws 
Mrs.  Dee  Davis 
Mrs.  Valentine  Delies 
Mrs.  Edsell  Swanner 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Craig 
Mrs.  Herman  Edwards 
Mrs.  W.  Carrell  Jones 
Mrs.  Ray  Stratton 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Titlow,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Mayro  Cox 
Mrs.  James  Michelet 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew 
Mrs.  George  Speir 
Mrs.  Joseph  Voit 
Mrs.  A.  L.  LaVaque 
Mrs.  William  McKinley 
Mrs.  Premo  Kelly 
Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason 
Mrs.  Jerome  Allen 
Mrs.  James  DeForce 
Mrs.  James  Collins 
Miss  Dorothy  Dolle 
Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry 
Mrs.  Michael  Suvak 
Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr. 


RESPONSE 

Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr.,  Le  Chapeau 
National  Passe 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 

Rules  and  Order  — Mrs.  Arlene  Downing,  Chairman 
Credentials  — Mrs.  Melvin  Goode,  Chairman 
Permanent  Organization  — Mrs.  James  R.  Williams, 
Chairman 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
FOR  1976-1977 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Le  Chapeau  National,  Mrs.  Lois  N.  Lansdale 
La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale, 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow 
L’Avocate  Nationale,  Mrs.  A.  L.  LaVaque 
La  Concierge  Nationale,  Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 
The  Hat  Box  Editor,  Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Robert  Jones 
Mrs.  Mary  Figenbaum 

PRESENTATION  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  PAGES 

Mrs.  George  Mackey,  Virginia 

PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES 

Mrs.  Lowell  Jensen,  South  Dakota 
Mrs.  Laura  Ross,  Nebraska 
Mrs.  Ralph  Banfield,  Kansas 
Mrs.  Christine  Shelton,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Bertha  Farrington,  Connecticut 
Mrs.  Hugh  Rhodes,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Louis  Carellas,  New  Mexico 
Mrs.  James  Smith,  Illinois 

PRESENTATION  OF  PERSONAL  PAGES 

To  Le  Chapeau  National 
Mrs.  John  Klemm 
Mrs.  Maurice  Wilson 
To  La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
5 Mrs.  Hy  Wayne 


LA  MARCHE  SESSION 


Friday,  August  27,  1976,  7:30  p.m. 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
AND  INTRODUCTION  OF  AREA  CHAIRMEN 


INVOCATION 

Miss  Julia  Mullan 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Claude  Cooper,  Chairman 

GREETINGS: 

Mr.  Harry  G.  Wiles,  National  Commander, 

The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  National  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Paul  Brown,  National  Vice  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Myner  Freeman,  National  Treasurer, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Children  and  Youth,  Mrs.  William  Staley 
Greetings,  Mr.  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr. 

National  Chairman  Children  & Youth, 
The  American  Legion 
Greetings,  Mrs.  Earl  Bigalow, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary, 

National  Chairman  Children  & Youth 
Constitution  and  Bylaws,  Mrs.  Lionel  Dugas 
Finance,  Mrs.  Jerome  Allen 
Partnership,  Mrs.  Donald  Still 
Scholarship,  Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz 
Ritual  and  Emblems,  Mrs.  Irving  Selmar 
Trophy  and  Awards,  Mrs.  Ruth  McGeary 

REPORT  OF  L’ARCHIVISTE  NATIONALE 

Mrs.  Herman  Reimink 
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LA  MARCHE  SESSION 
Saturday,  August  28,  1976,  8:30  a.m. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

M iss  Julia  V.  Mullan,  presiding 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

Prelude Eunice  Anderson 

Processional  Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes 

Tribute  to  Sally  Finley,  Chapeau  National  Passe 

Mrs.  James  Collins,  Chapeau  National  Passe 
Prayer  . Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan,  L’Aumonier  National 
Solo “In  the  Garden” 

Tribute  to  All  Deceased  Partners 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  Chapeau  National 

Tribute  to  All  Departed  Partners 

Les  Demi  Chapeaux  Nationaux 

“Loyalty,  Labor,  Love” 

Eastern  Division Mrs.  Kathryn  C.  Kucera 

Central  Division Mrs.  George  Gould 

Southern  Division Mrs.  B.  J.  Gill 

Northwestern  Division Mrs.  Tim  Mackey 

Western  Division  Mrs.  Gene  Steffen 

Solo “Lord’s  Prayer” 

Benediction Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan 

L’Aumonier  National 


PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 

REPORT  OF  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 

Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Buelah  Goode 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  1976-1977 
CYSTIC  FIBROSIS  PRESENTATION 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Grace  Combs 

REPORT  OF  REGISTRATION  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Frederic  Hemphill 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  OF  ELECTION 

Mrs.  Lucy  Light 

RATIFICATION  OF  ELECTION  OF  LES  DEMI 
CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
OFFICERS  FOR  1976-1977 


RECESS 


LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  LUNCHEON 
Saturday,  August  28,  1976 

Spanish  Ballroom  1:30  p.m. 

ADDRESS  INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS  FOR  1976-1977 

Mr.  Richard  N.  Bluestein,  Mrs.  William  McKinley 

Executive  Vice  President  PRESENTATION  OF  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

National  Jewish  Hospital  & PASSE  PIN 

Research  Center,  Denver,  Colorado  Mrs.  Eleanor  LaVaque 

ENTERTAINMENT  RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 

ADJOURNMENT 


POST  MARCHE  POUVOIR 
Saturday,  August  28,  1976 

Immediately  following  adjournment  Pacific/Evergreen  Rooms 
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SPECIAL  MARCHE 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  James  Gleason,  New  Jersey,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Premo  Kelly,  Washington 
Mrs.  William  McKinley,  Massachusetts 
Miss  Dorothy  Dolle,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Lucien  Landry,  Louisiana 
Mrs.  James  Michelet,  New  Mexico 
RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Arlene  Downing,  Oregon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Gerald  Joyce,  Michigan 
Mrs.  Harry  Koopman,  Illinois 
RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Grace  Combs,  Colorado 
Mrs.  Edith  Bonner,  Utah 
Mrs.  Henry  O.  Beel,  Nebraska 
PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  James  R.  Williams,  West  Virginia,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Earle  Angell,  Montana 
Mrs.  Herbert  Robinson,  Florida 
CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Melvin  Goode,  Indiana,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  Hobble,  Kansas 
Mrs.  John  Brian,  California 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Frederic  Hemphill,  Wyoming,  Chairman 
Mrs.  William  Robinson,  New  York 
Mrs.  Robert  Waite,  Connecticut 
LES  MARCHALS 

Mrs.  Robert  Jones,  Oregon 
Mrs.  Mary  Figenbaum,  Colorado 


COMMITTEES 

PAGES 

Mrs.  George  Mackey,  Virginia,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Lowell  Jensen,  South  Dakota 
Mrs.  Laura  Ross,  Nebraska 
Mrs.  Ralph  Banfield,  Kansas 
Mrs.  Christine  Shelton,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Bertha  Farrington,  Connecticut 
Mrs.  Hugh  Rhodes,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Louis  Carellas,  New  Mexico 
Mrs.  James  Smith,  Illinois 

JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS 

Mrs.  Lucy  Light,  Pennsylvania 

TELLERS 

Mrs.  Marzella  Huston,  Ohio 
Miss  Mary  Barletta,  Massachusetts 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Boam,  Wyoming 
Mrs.  Dora  Trowbridge,  Utah 

LA  MUSICIENE 

Mrs.  Earl  Anderson,  Washington 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Maurice  Wilson,  California 
Mrs.  John  Klemm,  California 

PERSONAL  PAGE  TO  LA  SECRETAIRE  NATIONALE 

Mrs.  Hy  Wayne,  District  of  Columbia 

COORDINATOR  ALL-CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Lawrence  Hunt,  Sr.,  Michigan 


1976  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  LOCAL  COMMITTEES 


CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Claude  Cooper 

CO-CHAIRMAN  & SECRETAIRE 

Mrs.  John  R.  Haslam 

CAISSIERE 

Mrs.  Hughes  Pritchard 

AIDE  TO  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Rickard 

AIDE  TO  LA  SECRETAIRE  NATIONALE 

Millie  Johnson 

AIDE  TO  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Duane  Wilson 

BADGES 

Miss  Beatrice  Frost 
Mrs.  Margaret  Zuehlke 

LUNCHEON 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Slater 
Mrs.  Helen  Hagerman 

CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Tilton 

DECORATIONS 

Miss  Doris  Mullen 
Miss  Catherine  Pianetti 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Mrs.  Earl  Anderson 


REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Wm.  Schwabland 
Mrs.  Bernie  Knudsen 

HALLS  & SEATING 

Mrs.  Robt.  Schlicker 
Mrs.  Leonard  Swanson 

FIRST  AID  & INFORMATION 

Mrs.  Chester  Smith 
Mrs.  James  Scollard 

PUBLICITY 

Mrs.  George  Laumin 

AIDE  TO  TROPHY  DISPLAY 

Mrs.  William  Miller 

AIDE  TO  DIVISION  BREAKFASTS 

Mrs.  Hughes  Pritchard 

Eastern  Division,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Henley 
Southern  Division,  Mrs.  Donnabe  Lurvey 
Central  Division,  Mrs.  Earla  Strotz 
Northwestern  Division,  Mrs.  Byrin  Thumma 
Western  Division,  Mrs.  Ernie  Tannler 
EMBLEM  SALES 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Larson 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Hunt 

HONORARY  CHAIRMAN  OF  LA  MARCHE 

Mrs.  Premo  Kelly,  Chapeau  National  Passe 
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SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


AGENDA 

5TH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Registration Friday,  August  20  and  Saturday, 

August  21,  The  Snogualmie 
Room,  North  Court,  Seattle 
Center. 

Convention  Committees  will  meet  on  Friday,  August  20.  The  time 
will  be  posted  at  the  Registration  Desk. 

National  Executive  Com Friday,  Aug.  20,  1976 

(Pre-Convention  Meeting)  Snogualmie  Room,  7:30  p.m. 

5th  National  Convention Saturday,  Aug.  21,  1976 

(Opening  Session)  9:00  a.m.  Snogualmie  Room 

Presiding  Officer  National  SAL  Commander 

Grant  M.  Jamieson  (Ml) 

Presentation  of  Colors  - Squadron  No.  36,  Tucson,  AZ. 

Invocation 

Preamble 

Re-establishment  of  Committees 
Any  other  business 
Benediction 
Recess* 

5th  National  Convention Sunday,  Aug.  22,  1976 

Snogualmie  Room,  8:00  a.m. 

Presentation  of  Colors 

Invocation 

Preamble 

Reports  of  Convention  Committees 

New  Business 

Presentations 

For  the  Good  of  the  SAL 

Appointment  by  National  Commander  Jamieson  of  Judge  of 
Elections  and  tellers 

Nomination  of  National  Officers  for  1976-77 

Election  of  National  Officers  for  1976-77 
National  Commander 
(5)  Five  National  Vice  Commanders 
National  Chaplain 

**lnstallation  of  National  Officers 
Acceptance  Speeches 
Any  other  business 
Benediction 
Adjournment 

National  Executive  Com Sunday,  August  22,  1976 

(Post-Convention  Meeting)  Snogualmie  Room  — Immediately 

following  conclusion  of  National 
Convention 

Presiding  Officer  Newly  elected  National  SAL 

Commander 

continued 


Grant  M.  Jamieson 
(Michigan) 

National  Commander 


J.  Richard  Stillwell 
(Illinois) 

National  Adjutant 


Introduction  of  newly  elected  Vice  Commanders  and  Chaplain 

Appointment  of  National  Adjutant 
National  Judge  Advocate 
National  Historian 
National  Sergeant-at-Arms* 

Appointment  of  National  Committees  for  1976-77 
New  Business 
Unfinished  Business 
Adjournment 

American  Legion 

Natl.  Convention  Parade  Sunday,  3:00  p.m. 

August  22,  1976 

*(National  Commander  nominates  and  NEC  approves) 

♦♦Formal  Reinstallation  of  Officers  Aboard  U.S.S.  Missouri, 
Monday,  Aug.  23,  1976. 
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Looking  to  the  future 


THE  S.A.L.  IN  ACTION 
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1976  World  Series 
Manchester,  NH 
September  2-6 

Tickets  Still  Available 


PLAN  NOW  FOR  77 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA  invites  . . . 
YOU  to  Attend 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
BASEBALL’S 

1977  WORLD  SERIES 

September  1-5  Dedeaux  Field 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Write  Robert  Prenos,  4424  Stuart  Avenue 
Zip  Code  90066 

with  Ticket  and  Housing  Request  . . . 

DON’T  DELAY 
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The  U.S.  Air  Force 

A VIGILANT-VITAL-VOLUNTEER  TEAM 


Salutes  the  58?i  national  convention  ot  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


1976  • YEAR  OF  READINESS 


AMERICAN  LEGION  CAPS 


LEGION  CAPS  MADE  TO  YOUR  ORDER.  Allow  4 weeks  for  delivery 
Add  25  cents  per  character  for  ALL  additional  lettering.  Fort  Knox 
style  caps  available  at  no  extra  charge.  All  lettering,  insignia,  etc.,  must 
be  worn  on  right  side  of  cap.  CAP  PRICES  INCLUDE  POSTAGE. 

STYLE  1 LETTERING  • Post  numerals  with  name  of  state  in  full. 


No.  71169  Unlined $8.10 

No.  71225  Lined  $8.60 


STYLE  2 LETTERING  ■ Post  numerals  with  city  name  in  full  and  state 


abbreviated. 

No.  71197  Unlined $10.10 

No.  71253  Lined  $10.60 

MODIFIED.  Lined.  F or  Women  Only. 

No.  71281  Style  1 $10.60 

No.  71309  Style  2 $10.85 


SPECIAL  STATE  INSIGNIA 

Caps  for  the  following  states  have  special  embroidery.  When  ordering. 


add  the  following  amount  to  the  cap  price. 

ARKANSAS  - Razorback $1.00 

CONNECTICUT  - Buff  Top  $ 40 

KANSAS  - Sunflower $ 85 

LOUISIANA  - Red  USA  $ .35 

MAINE  - Pine  Tree  $ -85 

MISSISSIPPI  - Magnolia  $ 70 

NEBRASKA  • (Style  1 only)  Covered  Wagon  & 

Large  State  Name  $2.75 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  - Old  Man  of  the  Mountain $ .85 

NORTH  CAROLINA  - Dogwood $ .70 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  - Palmetto  $ .80 

TEXAS  - Star  & Steer $1.25 

VIRGINIA  - Cardinal $ .95 

WYOMING  - (Style  1 only)  "Let-R-Buck" $2.20 


SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  CAPS.  Unlettered.  All  caps  have 
red,  white  and  blue  piping.  ALL  lettering  is  25  cents  per  character 
additional. 

SQUADRON.  French  Blue. 

No.  51002  $5.75 

V 


ORDER  FROM: 

National  Emblem  Sales,  Dept.  P 

The  American  Legion,  P.O  Box  1055,  Indianapolis.  IN  46206 


| Enclosed  is  $ 

I □ Master  Charge 

' Interbank  No. 

Please  Ship: 

I Size: 

I Name 

I Street 

' City 


Card  No. 


or:  Charge  my  □ BankAmericard 
Expires 


State. 


Zip 


73 


1976 
Freedom  Bell 
Membership 
Campaign 


J.  D.  Madsen 
★ 


Utah 


T.  D.  Horton 


Nevada 


R.  D.  Birk 
★ 

Kansas 


H.  W.  Reed 
★ 

Vermont 


W.  W.  Sinkuiar 


South  Dakota 


L.  M.  Pellon 
★ 

Arizona 


R.  R.  Rich,  Jr. 
★ 

Maine 


★ 

West  Virginia 


D.  V.  Gray 
★ 

Minnesota 


S.  Carver 
★ 

North  Carolina 


L.  H.  Tate 


★ 

Florida 


E.  C.  Binder 


Nebraska 


R.  D.  Asbridge 
★ 

Wyoming 


C.  A.  St.  Clair 
★ 

Maryland 


W.  D.  Scholl 
★ 

Ohio 


D.  C.  McDonough 
★ 

Alaska 


T.  J.  Lykken 


North  Dakota 


J.  E.  Byrne 
★ 

Delaware 


J.  O.  Berthelot 
★ 

Louisiana 


L.  Lahaie 

Texas 


F.  L.  Possehl 
★ 

Iowa 


A.  P.  Genta 

New  Mexico 


J.  D.  Holmes 

France 
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J.  L.  Brown,  Jr. 
★ 

Kentucky 


% 


L.  Hupfer 
★ 

Idaho 


E.  E.  Berger 

New  Hampshire 


F.  D.  Riccardi 


New  Jersey 


H.  C.  Jamieson 
★ 

Canada 


* 


T.  L.  Galloway 

Oregon 


D.  C.  Huntley 
★ 

Michigan 


G.  Quick 
★ 

Tennessee 


B.  A.  Mautz 

Wisconsin 


G.  F.  Olivieri 
★ 

Puerto  Rico 


S.  T.  A.  Crawford 
★ 

Virginia 


H.  R.  Shannon 


Oklahoma 


A.  L.  Wright 
★ 

Alabama 


E.  F.  Brennan 

Illinois 


J.  E.  Titus 


Pennsylvania 


J.  H.  McNeal 

Colorado 


H.  L.  Connell 
★ 

Arkansas 


R.  C.  Calahan 
★ 

Washington 


L.  E.  Baxter 

New  York 


L.  Higginson 
★ 

California 


W.  F.  Liddle 
★ 

Missouri 


J.  D.  Mahaffey 

Georgia 


1 00  - Point 
Department 
Commanders 


Meet  the  Department  Commanders  who  played  a 
major  role  in  the  impressive  membership  gain  of  The 
American  Legion  during  this  historic  Bicentennial  of 
our  Nation!  They  led  their  respective  Departments  to 
the  attainment  of  100  or  more  points  under  a scor- 
ing system  set  up  by  the  National  Membership  and 
Post  Activities  Committee.  Points  were  earned  by 
meeting  specified  membership  goals  during  the 
year  and  by  chartering  new  American  Legion  Posts. 
Those  Commanders  identified  by  a star  (★)  are 
"Freedom  Bell  Commanders”  whose  Departments 
exceeded  their  1975  membership  totals  by  30  days 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  National  Convention. 
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MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 

Where  The  American  Legion  convenes  there  is  music, 
spine  tingling  music.  Where  The  American  Legion  convenes 
there  is  marching  and  precision  maneuvering  of  musical 
and  uniformed  groups.  Where  The  American  Legion 
convenes  there  is  a musical  spectacular,  a patriotic  pageant 
unsurpassed  by  any  performance  anywhere  in  the  country. 

This  year  that  great  performance  is  scheduled  for  7 p.m., 
Saturday,  Aug.  21  at  High  School  Memorial  Stadium  in 
Seattle  Center.  It  is  the  only  event  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  open  to  the  general  public  for  which 
there  is  an  admission  fee,  with  reserved  seats  on  the  concert 
side  of  the  field  priced  at  $3.50  and  general  admission  for 
$2.50. 

The  Musical  Spectacular  is  the  national  championship 
finals  for  American  Legion  Senior  and  Junior  Drum  and 
Bugle  Corps  competition,  and  while  it  is  not  determined  at 
this  writing  how  many  corps  will  be  in  competition,  some  of 
the  finest  Legion  musical  and  marching  units  are  found  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  a first  class  performance  is  anticipated, 
as  always. 

The  finalists  participating  in  the  Musical  Spectacular  will 
be  those  Junior  and  Senior  units  with  the  highest  scores  in 
preliminary  competition  to  be  conducted  in  the  National 
Convention  city,  and  the  national  championships  in  both 
categories  of  competition  will  be  determined  by  the  perform- 
ance and  scores  of  the  Musical  Spectacular  regardless  of 
scoring  in  the  preliminaries. 

Preliminary  contests,  and  in  some  instances  finals,  of  all 


categories  of  uniformed  groups  will  be  conducted  at  various 
sites  around  the  National  Convention  city  both  prior  to  and 
following  the  Musical  Spectacular,  and  a full  schedule  of 
times  and  sites  of  those  events,  open  to  the  public  at  no  cost, 
may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  program. 

Contests,  in  addition  to  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  include 
Junior  and  Senior  bands,  Junior  and  Senior  Color  Guards, 
Drill  Teams,  Firing  Squads  and  Choruses  and  Quartets.  Na- 
tional champions  in  all  categories  of  competition  will  re- 
ceive their  awards  and  honors  from  National  Commander 


7 he  Jersey  Chevrons,  sponsored  by  Post  40,  of  Ridgefield 
Park,  N.J.,  successfully  defended  their  national  American 
Legion  championship  at  the  1975  National  Convention  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  are  the  current  defending  national 
champions  in  American  Legion  Senior  Color  Guard  compe- 
tition. 


The  Hawthorne  Caballeros,  sponsored  by  American  Legion 
Post  199  of  Hawthorne,  N.J.,  many  times  national 
championship  American  Legion  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps,  are  the  defending  National  Champions  in  this 


prestigious  category  of  American  Legion  uniformed  group 
competition,  having  won  the  national  championship  at  the 
1975  American  Legion  National  Convention  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
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Harry  G.  Wiles  at  the  conclusion  of  the  M usical  Spectacular 
at  High  School  Memorial  Stadium. 

It  is  planned  to  have  1976  National  Champions  of  other 
categories  of  Uniformed  Groups  competition  participate  in  a 
pre-show  performance  immediately  prior  to  the  Musical 
Spectacular  and  starting  at  6:30  p.m.  at  High  School  Memo- 
rial Stadium. 

Participants  in  this  program  are  expected  to  be  the  1976 
American  Legion  National  Championship  Firing  Squad, 
Junior  and  Senior  Drill  Team,  Junior  and  Senior  Color 
Guard,  and  Junior  Band. 


Defending  National  Champions  from  last  year’s  uni- 
formed groups  include:  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps, 
Hawthorne  Caballeros,  Post  199,  Hawthorne,  N.J.;  Junior 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  Marquis  Post  75,  Pond  du  Lac, 
Wis.;  Senior  Drill  Team,  Anoka  Unit  102,  Anoka,  Minn.; 
Junior  Drill  Team,  Northern  Step,  Post  1 1 , Green  Bay,  Wis.; 
Firing  Squad,  Post  70,  Wellsville,  Ohio;  Junior  Color 
Guard,  Scarlet  Cadets,  Post  299,  Belleville,  N.J.;  Senior 
Color  Guard,  Jersey  Chevrons,  Post  40,  Ridgefield  Park, 
N.J.;  Junior  Field  Band,  Post  92,  Rochester,  M inn.;  Chorus, 
Singing  Legionnaires,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.;  and  Sen- 
ior Band,  Joliet  Legion  Band,  Post  1284,  Joliet,  111. 


An  additional  attraction  of  the  event  for  eligible  Legion- 
naires and  Auxiliary  members  will  be  the  drawing  for  two 
new  Ford  automobiles  sponsored  by  the  Seagram  Posts  of 
The  American  Legion  for  the  30th  consecutive  year.  Legion- 
naires and  Auxiliary  members  whose  dues  are  current  and 
who  have  sent  their  coupons  to  the  Convention  city  or  ob- 
tained them  at  strategically  located  Seagrams  registration 
booths  since  arriving  at  the  Convention  city  and  placed  them 
in  the  designated  receptacles,  have  a chance  at  winning. 


The  dejending  National  Champion  Senior  Drill  Team  is  this 
aggregation  sponsored  by  Anoka  Unit  102  of  Anoka,  Minn. 
They  took  national  honors  at  the  1975  American  Legion  Na- 
tional Convention  uniformed  groups  competition  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


The  Marquis  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  sponsored  by 
American  Legion  Post  75,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  are  the  de- 
fending national  champions  of  that  category  of  American 
Legion  uniformed  groups  competition  having  won  the  title 
at  the  1975  Legion  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis, 

Minn. 


The  Northern  Step  Junior  Drill  team,  sponsored  by  Sullivan-Wallen  Post  11,  of  Green  Bay,  Wise.,  is  the  defending  National 

Champion  American  Legion  Junior  Drill  Team. 
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The  American  Legion  Salutes  Outstanding 
Students  At  Military  Academies 

1976 


Cadet  Michael  R.  Morris  of  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  is  the 
recipient  of  The  American  Legion  Award  at  the  United 
States  Military  Academy.  National  Vice  Commander  John 
W.  Adams,  Jr.  of  Kentucky  makes  the  presentation. 


National  Vice  Commander  Leo  F.  Malloy  of  Massachusetts 
presents  The  American  Legion  Award  to  James  F.  Murray 
of  Falls  Church,  Virginia,  of  the  United  States  Coast  Guard 
Academy. 


National  Vice  Commander  T.  W.  “Tom”  Miller  of  Arkansas 
presents  The  American  Legion  Award  to  Midshipman 
Joseph  F.  Couchard  of  California  at  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy. 


Cadet  Luckey  M.  Dunn,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida,  of  the 
United  States  Air  Force  Academy  receives  The  American 
Legion  Award  from  National  Vice  Commander  James  F. 
Walker  of  Minnesota. 
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National  Sponsors  of 
American  Education  Week 


visit 

your 

schools 

“THE  SCHOOLS  ARE 
YOURS.  HELP  TAKE 
CARE  OF  THEM” 

American  Education  Week 
November  14-20,  1976 


NATIONAL  EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

NATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF 
PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS 

UNITED  STATES  OFFICE  OF  EDUCATION 

This  year  numerous  national  groups  interested  in 
education  have  again  joined  as  “Supporting 
Organizations”  in  the  observance  of  American 
Education  Week. 


The  American  Legion  urges  each  Post  and/or  Unit  American  Education  Week  Chairman,  through  a joint  effort, 
to  contact  local  representatives  of  the  other  sponsoring  organizations,  set  a meeting  time  and  with  the  assistance  of  an 
American  Education  Week  packet,  determine  the  specific  program  activities  for  each  community.  The  1976  American 
Education  Week  packets  have  been  compiled  to  assist  you  in  creating  your  own  American  Education  Week  success  story 
and  should  be  ordered  as  soon  as  possible  from:  National  Education  Association,  Order  Department,  The  Academic 
Building,  Saw  Mill  Road,  West  Haven,  CT  06516  ($3.00  prepaid.) 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HAS  SPONSORED  AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK  SINCE  1921 


IamaMarine. 
One  of  the  few. 
One  of  the  proud. 

I am  part  of  a patriotic  legend  that  began  on 
November  10,  1775.  Over  200  years  ago,  a few 
good  men  banded  together  and  helped  win  our 
country’s  independence.  Generation  after 
generation  of  Marines  followed  in  their  footsteps. 
Ready  to  keep  us- all  of  us-free.  That  is  where 
I stand  today.  A Marine.  One  of  the  few. 

One  of  the  proud. 

For  recruiting  information,  call  800-423-2600,  toll  free.  In  California,  800-252-0241 
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WHAT’S  THE  “BUSINESS”  OF  A BOYS’  CLUB? 


More  than  1,000  Boys’  Clubs  in  this  country 
have  gymnasiums  — but  their  concern  is 
more  than  basketball.  They  have  woodshops 
and  arts  programs  — but  the  focus  exceeds 
creativity.  Entrance  rooms  contain  games 
and  activity  tables  — but  competition  is 
not  the  key. 

Every  day  — all  across  our  nation  — 
building-centered  Boys’  Clubs  of  America 
are  meeting  the  needs  of  over  one  million 
young  people  in  their  communities  — 
needs  uncovered  through  continuing 
relationships  with  skilled,  caring  youth 
workers  — but  needs  demonstrated  by 
sports,  crafts  and  games  — the  “business” 
of  kids. 

Not  surprisingly,  nearly  50%  of  these 
young  people  come  from  one-parent  homes  — 
homes  which  are  generally  located  in 
culturally  and  economically  deprived 
neighborhoods.  The  people  in  these  areas, 
however,  find  that  Boys’  Clubs  work  — 
they  work  at  making  the  community 
a more  enjoyable  place  for  all  citizens 
by  filling  the  “caring”  and  “knowing”  gaps 
in  the  lives  of  boys. 

Today’s  youth  are  tomorrow’s  leaders  — 
or  delinquents.  Your  future  is  in  their  hands! 


Support  the  Boys’  Clubs  of  America. 


We  may  not  have  a draft, 
but  we  still  have  a need. 


As  you  know,  we  need  good,  young  people  who  want  to  serve  their  Country.  We  need  some  to 
serve  it  in  the  United  States  Army. 

Army  life  is  not  for  everyone,  though.  It’s  not  meant  to  be.  It  means  getting  up  early.  Working 
hard  all  day.  And  giving  up  3 or  4 years,  at  an  age  when  3 or  4 years  seems  like  a long  time. 

We  won’t  change  that.  Nor  the  discipline,  the  regulations,  or  some  of  the  other  things 
that  may  not  appeal  to  everyone.  We  need  young  people  who  want  to  be  soldiers.  Not  those  looking  for 
an  easy  way  out. 

But  the  things  we  have  changed  will  make  today’s  Army  more  attractive  to  the  type  of 
people  we’re  looking  for.  Today  we  have  better  educational  opportunities.  Better  job  training.  Better  pay. 
And  better  travel  choices. 

Yet,  we  believe  the  most  attractive  benefits  to  be  gained  from  service  in  the  Army  are 
still  the  old-fashioned  ones.  Maturity.  Self-confidence.  And,  most  importantly,  the  chance  to  serve 
our  Country. 

If  you  know  some  young  men  and  women  you  think  will  measure  up,  tell  them  about  us. 

They  may  be  better  people  for  it.  And  we  a better  Army. 

For  more  information,  write  to  Army  Opportunities,  Dept.  6BC,  P.O.  Box  1776, 

Mount  Vernon,  NY  10550.  Or  call  800-431-1976,  toll  free,  anytime. 

In  New  York,  call  800-243-5614. 


Join  the  people 
who’ve  joined  the  Army. 
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In  Appreciation 


Commander  Paul  Lamey 


The  American  Legion  National  Convention  Corporation 
of  Washington  and  The  American  Legion  expresses  appre- 
ciation and  thanks  to  Commander  Paul  Lamey  and  Service 
Project  Officers  for  their  cooperation  and  contributions 
towards  the  success  of  the  58th  Annual  National  Conven- 
tion of  The  American  Legion. 


YESTERDAY  / TODAY 


Looking  for  a speaker  on  Pollution,  Boating  Safety, 
Search  and  Rescue,  Law  Enforcement,  or  some 

other  boating  subject. 

Contact  Community  Relations  Branch, 

U.S.  Coast  Guard,  Washington,  D.C.  20590. 
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Parade  Information 

The  American  Legion  58th  National  Convention 
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LEGEND 


Staging  Area 
(Both  Sides  of  Fourth  Ave.) 

Vehicle  Unloading  Area  XXX 

Dispersing  Area 
(Marching  Units)  • ■ ■ 

Dispersing  Area 

(Floats  & Vehicles) 

1.  Washington  Plaza  Hotel 

2.  Olympic  Hotel 

3.  Reviewing  Stand 

(West  side  of  4th  Avenue, 
Between  Spring  & Madison 
Streets) 

DATE:  Sunday,  August  22,  1976 
TIME:  3 p.m. 


DATE: 

Sunday,  August  22,  1976 


TIME: 

3:00  P.M. 


FORMATION  AREA 

See  attached  map 


ROUTE: 

On  Fourth  Avenue 
from  Virginia  South 
to  Washington  Street 


DISBANDING  AREA 

On  Washington  Street 


REVIEWING  STAND 

East  side  of  Fourth  Avenue 
on  Plaza  of  Seattle  First 
National  Bank  Building  between 
Spring  and  Madison  Streets 


/C  * * *-  ^ 


^IICAN  LEG'0*  £■ 


Nrviiiiiim 
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PARADE  ORDER 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

Sunday,  August  22,  1976 
3:00  P.M. 


HONORARY  MARSHALS 

Honorable  Wes.  C.  Uhlman 

Honorable  John  D.  Spellman 

Mayor  of  Seattle 

King  County  Executive 

GRAND  MARSHAL 

HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

Rear  Admiral  James  D.  Murray,  Jr. 

James  M.  Wagonseller 

Commandant,  13th  Naval  District 

1973  Coldspring  Drive 

Seattle,  Washington  98115 

Lancaster,  Ohio  43130 

DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

Col.  Douglas  C.  McNair,  USA 

Col.  Budd  F.  Knapp,  USAF 

Provost  Marshal 

Chief  of  Personnel,  62  ABGp 

Fort  Lewis,  Washington  58433 

McChord  AFB,  Washington  98438 

Col.  John  P.  Dempsey,  USMC 

Capt.  Stuart  S.  Beckwith,  USCG 

Commanding  Officer 

Chief  of  Staff 

23rd  Staff  Group 

13th  Coast  Guard  District 

USMCR,  NSA 

Seattle,  Washington  98174 

Seattle,  Washington  98115 
Capt.  David  A.  Woodard,  USN 

Col.  Marvin  G.  Wubbens 
Army  National  Guard  of  the  US 

Chief  of  Staff 

Deputy  Brigade  Commander 

13th  Naval  District 

Hq  81st  Infantry  Brigade 

Seattle,  Washington  98115 

Camp  Murray,  Washington  98430 

Col.  Ray  H. 

Wilson 

Air  National  Guard  of  the  US 

Commander,  257th  Comm  Group 

Paine  Field,  Washington  98204 

COORDINATING  COMMANDER 

Commander  Paul  Lamey,  USN 
Public  Affairs  Officer 
13th  Naval  District 
7500  Sand  Point  Way 
Seattle,  Washington  98115 


PARADE  CHAIRMAN 

PARADE  VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Joseph  Feldman 

Paul  L.  Gorham 

Suite  204,  Times  Square  Building 

11103  Broadway  South 

414  Olive  Way 
Seattle,  Washington  98101 

Tacoma,  Washington  98444 
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PARADE  ORDER 


The  official  parade  of  the  58th  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be  governed  by  instructions  contained  herein,  together  with  the 
Organization  and  March  Timetable  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map,  which  are  made  a part  hereof. 

1.  TIME:  (All  times  in  these  orders  are  Pacific  Daylight  Time.) 

(a)  The  leading  element  of  the  parade  will  move  from  the  “Initial  Point”  (Fourth  Avenue  and  Virginia  Street)  promptly  at  3:00  P.M., 
Sunday,  August  22,  1976,  regardless  of  weather. 

(b)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly  for  each  Department  or  element  of  the  Parade  will  be  shown  in  detail  on  the  Organization  and  March 
Timetable,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  each  Department  Adjutant  and  to  the  Department  Parade  Chairmen.  A meeting  of  all 
Department  Parade  Chairmen  will  be  held  at  1:00  P.M.,  Saturday,  August  21,  1976,  in  the  Westlake  Room  of  the 
Washington  Plaza  Hotel. 

(c)  A Parade  Official  will  meet  his  assigned  division  at  the  assembly  area  following  unloading.  He  will  direct  the  buses  toward  the  route  to 
the  disbanding  area. 

(d)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  assembly  area,  accurate  logistics  are  essential.  PROMPTNESS  IN  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  ASSEMBLY 
AREA  IS  MANDATORY. 

2.  ROUTE  On  4th  Avenue  from  Virginia  Avenue  south  to  Washington  Street. 

3.  ASSEMBLY  AREA: 

(a)  Assembly  area  — (See  attached  map) 

ASSEMBLY  AREA  #1  — South  from  Battery  Street  on  Fourth  Avenue  to  Virginia. 

ASSEMBLY  AREA  #2  — On  Lenora  Street  from  Third  Avenue  to  Fifth  Avenue  and  on  Blanchard  Street  from  Third  Avenue 
to  Fifth  Avenue. 

ASSEMBLY  AREA  #3  — On  Bell  Street  from  Third  Avenue  to  Fifth  Avenue  and  on  Fourth  Avenue  from  Battery  Street  to 
Blanchard  Street. 

(b)  Additional  instructions  for  each  Department  will  be  furnished  by  the  Parade  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  the  Department  Parade 
Chairmen  on  Saturday,  August  21. 

(c)  Float  assembly  area  will  be  announced. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

(a)  All  elements  have  been  assigned  to  Divisions,  each  under  the  direction  of  a parade  official.  The  composition  of  these  Divisions,  order 
of  March,  and  time  and  place  of  assembly  is  shown  on  the  Organization  and  March  Timetable  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area 
Map  supplied  to  Department  Parade  Chairmen. 

(b)  All  Department  of  Defense  Units  will  be  governed  by  applicable  regulations. 

(c)  Each  Department  Commander  or  appointed  parade  representative  will  be  responsible  for  the  order  of  march  and  promptness  of 
arrival  at  the  assembly  area  of  all  units  of  his  Department.  All  units  will  conform  to  the  following  distribution  and  formation: 

(1)  MASSED  COLORS:  Eight  (8)  abreast 

All  American  Flags,  the  Department  and  Post  Colors  of  each  Department  and  the  Department  and  Unit  Colors  of  each 
Department  of  the  Auxiliary  will  be  massed  at  the  head  of  each  Department  Delegation  in  that  order. 

(2)  American  Legion  Units  within  Departments  will  march  in  formation  eight  (8)  abreast,  one  and  one-half  yards  between  ranks. 

(3)  BAND  and  DRUM  CORPS:  As  directed  by  Drum  Majors,  but  not  to  exceed  eight  (8)  abreast. 

(4)  Authorized  floats  and  automobiles  in  single  column.  No  unauthorized  floats  or  automobiles  will  be  allowed  to  participate.  All 

vehicles  participating  in  the  parade  must  be  equipped  with  identifying  signs  on  sides  thereof,  and  must  also  carry  an 
“OFFICIAL  CAR”  sticker  on  the  windshield. 

(5)  No  maneuvers  except  for  a forward  movement  — THIS  IS  A MUST.  All  violators  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade. 

(d)  DISTANCES: 

(1)  Between  Divisions  — 30  yards 

(2)  Between  Departments  — 20  yards 

(3)  Between  elements  of  a Department  - 10  yards 

5.  DISBANDING  AREA: 

On  Washington  Street. 

6.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND: 

The  official  reviewing  stand  will  be  located  on  the  west  side  of  Fourth  Avenue  in  front  of  Seattle  First  National  Bank  Building. 
Elements  will  render  a salute  to  the  National  Commander  while  passing  the  reviewing  stand  (eyes  right).  Warning  signs  at  500  and  300 
feet  will  inform  all  units  of  the  distance  to  the  reviewing  stand. 

7.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PARADE  AND  CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(a)  Pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  National  Convention  Commission  at  Miami  Beach  on  March  12,  1960,  there  will 
be  no  participation  of  any  vehicles,  equipment  or  items  of  wearing  apparel  ot  the  40  et  8.  This  regulation  will  be  enforced  by  the  Parade 
Committee  of  the  1976  Convention  Corporation. 

(b)  With  the  exception  of  police,  military  and  naval  escort,  and  distinguished  guests,  eligibility  to  participate  in  the  parade  is  limited  to  the 
members  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  uniformed  bodies  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  subject  to  restriction  of  the  following 
activities  which  shall  be  prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

(1)  The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drinking  of  intoxicants. 

(2)  Participants  under  the  influence  of  intoxicants. 

(3)  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric  shocking  devices. 

(4)  Female  impersonators. 

(5)  Firecrackers  and  any  other  explosives. 

(6)  Any  presentation  or  representation  either  immoral  or  in  bad  taste. 

(7)  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotional  or  advertising  material,  either  from  floats  or  by  marching  units. 

(c)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade  immediately. 

8.  FIRST  AID  STATIONS: 

First  Aid  Stations  will  be  established: 

(1)  In  the  assembly  area. 

(2)  At  intervals  along  the  line  of  march. 

(3)  In  the  disbanding  area. 
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MARCH  ORDER 


ESCORT  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:00  P.M.  — Assembly  Area  #1 
Departure  at  3:00  P.M. 

ESCORT 

A.  SEATTLE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  DRILL  TEAM 

B.  DEPARTMENT  OF  WASHINGTON  MASSED 

COLORS 

C.  BAND 

D.  HONORARY  MARSHALS 

E.  COLONIAL  COLOR  GUARD 

F.  GRAND  MARSHAL 

G.  HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

H.  DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

I.  COORDINATING  COMMANDER 

J.  COMBINED  COLOR  GUARD  (ALL  SERVICES) 

K.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

(1)  Color  Guard  (9th  Infantry  Division,  Ft.  Lewis, 
Washington) 

(2)  Band  (9th  Infantry  Division,  Ft.  Lewis,  Washington) 

(3)  Marching  Unit  (9th  Infantry  Division,  Ft.  Lewis, 
Washington) 

(4)  Float  (9th  Infantry  Division,  Ft.  Lewis,  Washington) 

(5)  Float  (Seattle  Recruiting  District,  Seattle, 
Washington) 

L.  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 

(1)  Color  Guard  (4th  Landing  Support  Co.,  NAS, 
Seattle,  Washington) 

(2)  Band  (Marine  Corps  Band,  San  Diego,  California) 

(3)  Marching  Unit  (Marine  Barracks,  Bremerton, 
Washington) 

(4)  Recruiting  Vehicle  (Marine  Corps  Recruiting  Sta- 
tion, Seattle,  Washington) 

M.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY 

(1)  Color  Guard  (USS  Kitty  Hawk) 

(2)  Band  (1 3th  Naval  District,  Seattle,  Washington) 

(3)  Drill  Team  ( 13th  Naval  District,  Seattle,  Washington) 

(4)  Float  (13th  Naval  District,  Seattle,  Washington) 

N.  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

(1)  Color  Guard  (62  Military  Airlift  Wing,  McChord 
AFB,  Washington) 

(2)  Band  (724th  Air  Force  Band,  McChord  AFB, 
Washington) 

(3)  Float  (62  Military  Airlift  Wing,  McChord  AFB, 
Washington) 

(4)  Recruiting  Vehicle  (Seattle  Recruiting  District, 
Seattle,  Washington) 

O.  UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD 

(1)  Color  Guard  (US  Coast  Guard  Training  Center, 
Alemeda,  California) 

(2)  Band  (US  Coast  Guard  Training  Center,  Alemeda, 
California) 

(3)  Drill  Team  (US  Coast  Guard  Training  Center, 
Alemeda,  California) 

(4)  Recruiting  Van  (Seattle  Recruiting  District,  Seattle, 
Washington) 

P.  ARMY  NATIONAL  GUARD  OF  THE  UNITED 

STATES 

(1)  Bicentennial  Color  Guard  (144  Transportation 
Battalion,  Tacoma,  Washington) 

(2)  Float  (81st  Infantry  Brigade,  Seattle,  Washington) 

(3)  Tracked  Vehicle  (81st  Infantry  Brigade,  Seattle, 
Washington) 

(4)  Recruiting  Display  (HQ  Washington  State  National 
Guard,  Camp  Murray,  Tacoma,  Washington) 

Q.  ARMY  RESERVE 

(1)  Bicentennial  Color  Guard  (124th  ARCOM,  Ft. 
Lawton,  Seattle,  Washington) 

(2)  Float  (124th  ARCOM,  Ft.  Lawton,  Seattle, 
Washington) 

(3)  Color  Guard  (365th  Civil  Affairs,  Ft.  Lawton,  Seattle, 
Washington) 

(4)  Float  (365th  Civil  Affairs,  Ft.  Lawton,  Seattle, 
Washington) 

(5)  Color  Guard  (Hq  3d  Bde,  Ft.  Lawton,  Seattle, 
Washington) 


(6)  Marching  Unit  (Hq  3d  Bde,  Ft.  Lawton,  Seattle 
Washington) 

(7)  Float  (Hq  3d  Bde,  Ft.  Lawton,  Seattle  Washington) 

R.  MARINE  CORPS  RESERVE 

(I)  Vehicle  (4th  Landing  Support  Co.,  USMCR,  NSA, 
Seattle,  Washington) 

S.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

(1)  Emergency  Medical  Unit  (Ft.  Lewis,  Washington) 

I DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:00  P.M.  — Assembly  Area  #2 

1 . The  American  Legion  1975  National  Championship  Band 

2.  National  Colors  and  1975  National  Championship  Color 
Guard 

3.  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion 

4.  National  President,  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

5.  National  Officers 

6.  The  American  Legion  1975  National  Championship  Drum 
and  Bugle  Corps 

7.  Past  National  Commanders 

8.  Society  of  The  American  Legion  Founders 

9.  The  American  Legion  Youth  Awards  Winners 

10.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

11.  The  American  Legion  1975  National  Championhip 
Chorus,  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  Junior  Color 
Guard  and  Firing  Squad 

12.  Seagram  Posts’  Float 

13.  Foreign  and  Outlying  Departments 

France  Mexico 

Canada  Italy 

Panama  Philippines 

14.  Utah 


II  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:45  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #3 


15. 

Wyoming 

19. 

Arizona 

16. 

Maryland 

20. 

Ohio 

17. 

Minnesota 

21. 

Louisiana 

18. 

West  Virginia 

22. 

Kansas 

III  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  3:30  P.M. 

— Assembly  Area  #2 

23. 

Delaware 

27. 

New  Mexico 

24. 

North  Dakota 

28. 

Nevada 

25. 

North  Carolina 

29. 

Virginia 

26. 

Nebraska 

30. 

Kentucky 

IV  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  4:15  P.M. 

— Assembly  Area  #3 

31. 

Indiana 

35. 

Iowa 

32. 

Vermont 

36. 

Texas 

33. 

South  Dakota 

37. 

Michigan 

34. 

Florida 

38. 

Maine 

V DIVISION 

Assemble  at  5:00  P.M. 

— Assembly  Area  #2 

39. 

Arkansas 

44. 

Pennsylvania 

40. 

California 

45. 

Idaho 

41. 

Missouri 

46. 

Alaska 

42. 

Oregon 

47. 

Colorado 

43. 

Wisconsin 

VI  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  5:50  P.M. 

— Assembly  Area  #3 

48. 

Alabama 

53. 

New  York 

49 

New  Jersey 

54. 

New  Hampshire 

50. 

Illinois 

55. 

Mississippi 

51. 

Oklahoma 

56. 

Montana 

52. 

Rhode  Island 

VII  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  6:40  P.M. 

— Assembly  Area  #2 

57. 

Connecticut 

61. 

Georgia 

58. 

South  Carolina 

62. 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

59. 

Massachusetts 

63. 

Puerto  Rico 

60. 

Tennessee 

64. 

Hawaii 

VIII  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  7:15  P.M.  — Assembly  Area  #3 
65.  Washington 
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AMERICAN  FLAG  LAWN  SETS 


Flags  are  3’  * 5’.  Cotton  has  dyed  field  and  sewed  stripes.  Nylon  has  embroidered  stars  and  sewed 
stripes. 

Sets  have  2-piece  aluminum  pole,  plastic  gold  eagle  and  halyards.  6’  has  holder  for  attaching  to  build- 
ings. 12’  has  holder  for  embedding  in  lawn. 

Shipped  postage  paid. 


ORDER  FROM: 

National  Emblem  Sales, 
Dept.  P 

The  American  Legion 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 


FLAG 

6’  POLE 

12’  POLE 

Cotton 

Nylon 

Cotton 

Nylon 

50-Star 

6.20 

14.10 

23.80 

34.95 

Betsy  Ross 

10.40 

19.90 

29.50 

36.80 

Bennington  ’76 

10.40 

24.00 

29.50 

41.25 

Enclosed  is  $ . or:  Charge  my  □ BankAmericard  □ Master  Charge 

Card  No. Expires Interbank  No 

Please  Ship  — 


Name  

Street  City 


State 


Zip 


THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN  IS  THE  BEST  SOURCE  OF 
INFORMATION  ON  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LEGISLATIVE  PROGRAM.  TO 
RECEIVE  A YEARS  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE  NEWS  BULLETIN,  USE  THE  ORDER 
BLANK  BELOW  AND  BECOME  A MEMBER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE 
TEAM. 


NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN  Make  check  or 

The  American  Legion,  1608  K St.,  N.W.  money  order  payable  to 

Washington,  D.C.  20006  The  American  Legion 

Enclosed  is  Four  Dollars  for  a subscription  to  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS 
BULLETIN: 

IMPORTANT:  SEND  BULLETIN  TO: 

Subscription  ordered  by: 


Add  ress- 

(Street  or  Box  Number) 

(City) 

Post/  Unit  No. 

(State) 

(Zip) 

Name  

Address:  _ 

(City) 

Post/  Unit. 


(Street  or  Box  Number) 


(State) 


(Zip) 


No.. 


PLEASE  CHECK  APPROPRIATE  BOX:  NEW  □ RENEWAL  □ 
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A SERVICE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  VETERANS  AFFAIRS 
AND  REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 


One  of  the  least  publicized  services  provided  by  the  Na- 
tional Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  is  in 
the  area  of  its  notable  and  prominent  consultants  who  are  a 
significant  part  of  the  total  program  of  the  Commission. 

For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  an  effective  service,  the 
Commission  stall  includes  experts  in  all  types  of  veterans’ 
benefits  and  services.  Two  medical  consultants,  with  spe- 
cialties in  neurology,  psychiatry,  and  internal  medicine,  are 
available  to  assist  on  the  more  involved  disability  claims.  In 
addition,  there  is  an  attorney  who  serves  as  legal  consultant 
to  the  staff  and  to  the  Commission.  These  consultants,  work- 
ing behind  the  scene,  provide  the  teamwork  that  is  a neces- 
sary ingredient  for  the  success  of  many  segments  of  the  Vet- 
erans Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Division. 

The  expertise  these  consultants  provide  our  services  can 
be  readily  seen  in  the  short  biographical  sketches  that  fol- 
low: 

Dr.  Irving  B.  Brick 

In  addition  to  being  the  Senior  Medical  Consultant  for  the 
Legion,  Dr.  Brick  is  Professor  of  Medicine  and  Chief,  Divi- 
sion of  Gastroenterology,  at  Georgetown  University  School 
of  Medicine  and  Consultant  for  Gastroenterology  at  the 
Clinical  Center,  National  Institute  of  Health.  A Diplomate 
of  the  American  Board  of  Internal  Medicine,  he  is  certified 
by  that  Board  in  the  sub-specialty  of  Gastroenterology.  Dr. 
Brick  is  a member  of  the  American  College  of  Physicians,  the 
American  Federation  of  Clinical  Research,  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Sciences;  the  American  Association  for  the 
Study  of  Liver  Diseases;  the  Gastroenterological  Associa- 
tion and  Southern  Society  of  Clinical  Research. 


Sponsor 

The  American  Legion 
ROTC  Achievement  Program 

For  More  Information,  Write: 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  DIVISION 
1608  K Street  NW 
Washington,  D.C.  20006 


Dr.  David  P.  Lauer 

Dr.  Lauer  served  as  an  Army  Medical  Officer  from  1940  to 
1954,  including  service  in  the  European  I heater  of  Opera- 
tions during  W W 1 1,  and  tours  of  duty  in  Korea  and  at  Wal- 
ter Reed  General  Hospital.  In  the  latter  assignment,  he  held 
the  position  of  Chief,  Outpatient  Psychiatric  Clinic.  Dr. 
Lauer  is  a member  of  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa- 
tion; the  American  Medical  Association;  the  Washington 
Psychiatric  Society;  the  Maryland  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society,  and  is  in  private  practice  in  Maryland. 


Samuel  C.  Borzilleri 

Mr.  Borzilleri  is  a Trial  Attorney  in  private  practice  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  State  of  Maryland.  Having 
served  as  a Judge  Advocate  and  Legal  Advisor  to  the  Secre- 
tariat of  the  Army,  he  has  had  experience  in  military  and  civil 
service  law.  He  is  admitted  and  practices  before  the  U.S.  Su- 
preme Court,  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  District  of 
Columbia;  Fourth  Circuit,  U.S.  Court  of  Claims;  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Military  Appeals,  the  U.S.  District  Courts  for  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Maryland  and  Indiana;  and,  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  State  of  Maryland,  Court  of  Appeals,  District  of 
Columbia,  and  Superior  Court,  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Borzilleri  is  a member  of  the  American  Bar,  The  Bar 
Association  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  The  District  of 
Columbia  Bar  and  the  Federal  Bar.  Among  many  special  as- 
signments of  public  interest,  he  has  served  on  the  President’s 
Veterans  Advisory  Commission,  and  Civil  Service  and  Mili- 
tary Law  Committees  of  the  Bar  Associations. 


Legionnaire  Thomas  T.  Strange,  American  Legion  Post 202, 
Columbia,  Missouri,  is  pictured  above  presenting  Cadet 
Charles  W.  Digges  oj  Columbia,  an  American  Legion  Mili- 
tary Excellence  Award  at  the  Annual  AF ROTC  Awards 

Parade. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  final  pages  of  this  official  program  of  the  58th 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 
contain  a condensed  annual  report  for  the  1975-76 
American  Legion  year.  A complete,  detailed  report  has  been 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Legion’s  Con- 
gressionally-granted  charter. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
are  entitled  to  receive  a concise  statement  of  the  major 
activities  of  The  American  Legion  year  ending  with  this 
National  Convention,  your  national  headquarters  provides 
this  illustrated  report  as  a part  of  the  official  program.  In 
this  manner,  we  are  assured  that  every  delegate  and  every 
one  who  registers  for  the  convention  will  receive  the  con- 
densed annual  report. 


For  the  convenience  of  all  persons  attending  The  American  Legion  National  Convention, 
Airlines  serving  the  great  Northwest  Area  will  provide  an  Airline  Service  Desk  in  the  Seattle  Coli- 
seum Convention  Hall. 

The  desk  will  be  open  August  24,  25  and  26  during  the  hours  of  general  convention  sessions. 

The  desk  will  be  staffed  by  qualified  airline  personnel,  who  will  handle  reconfirmation  of 
reservations  held  on  all  airlines,  make  new  reservations  and  provide  general  information  to  assist 
you  with  your  transportation  needs. 

To  reconfirm  your  return  reservation  by  phone,  call: 


AIRLINE  TRANSPORTATION 


CONTINENTAL 

EASTERN 


ALASKA 

BRANIFF 


433-3100 

623- 2390 

624- 1740 
622-1881 


HUGHES  AIR  WEST 
NORTHWEST  ORIENT 
UNITED 
WESTERN 


285-1234 

433-3500 

682-3700 

433-4711 
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Our  Bicentennial  year  has  been  a good  one  for  The  American  Legion  under  the  guidance  of  National 
Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles,  with  our  special  Bicentennial  projects  which  have  brought  a great  deal  of 
favorable  attention  to  our  organization. 

Another  aspect  of  the  Bicentennial  year  for  The  American  Legion  is  the  very  promising  national 
membership  picture  which  makes  1976  look  like  another  year  in  which  the  Legion  will  realize  an  overall 
membership  gain. 

As  you  probably  are  aware,  the  new  post  and  membership 
incentive  programs,  instituted  two  years  ago  were  continued  in  to 
this  year,  and  it  appears  they  will  once  more  be  paying  dividends  to 
The  American  Legion.  While  it  has  been  a year  of  growth  and 
progress,  it  also  has  been  a year  marked  with  sadness  as  we 
mourned  the  loss  of  Past  National  Commanders,  Warren 
Atherton,  Stephen  Chadwick  and  Maurice  Stember,  the  latter 
having  been  voted  the  title  last  year  in  Minneapolis. 

Our  special  Bicentennial  year  projects  lend  new  currency  to  the 
theory  that  membership  and  program  go  hand  in  hand.  Our 
Freedom  Bell  project,  launched  in  early  1975,  can  be  logged  in  the 
“success”  column.  The  great  bell,  twice  the  size  of  the  Liberty  Bell, 
has  been  on  the  Freedom  Train  throughout  its  journey,  and  is 
scheduled  for  permanent  placing  in  Washington,  D.C.,  at  the  end  of 
the  train’s  run,  as  a gift  to  the  nation  on  behalf  of  America’s 
children. 

Our  Cancer  Fund  drive,  which  we  are  confident  will  exceed  the 
one  million  dollar  mark  by  the  time  of  this  Seattle  Convention,  also 
has  brought  much  favorable  recognition  to  The  American  Legion. 
These  two  items  in  themselves  have  given  The  American  Legion  a 
high  and  favorable  profile  during  our  country’s  Bicentennial  year. 

Success,  however,  cannot  be  permitted  to  spoil  The  American 
Legion  or  to  dim  our  vision  and  awareness  of  the  great  problems 
that  still  confront  us.  We  must  remain  always  true  to  the  programs 
and  principles  for  which  we  were  organized.  We  must  continue  the 
struggle  for  maintenance  and  improvement  on  the  nation’s  system 
of  national  security.  We  must  continue  to  serve  the  youth  of 
America,  and  we  must  remain  a vibrant  force  in  the  thousands  of 
American  communities  where  our  local  posts  are  situated  as  we 
continue  our  course  of  service  to  God  and  country. 

The  following  pages  are  a brief  pictorial  report  of  highlights  of 
The  American  Legion  year  now  ending  and  we  commend  it  to  your 
reading.  , 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  58th  ANNUAL  REPORT 

A Jull,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  249,  77th  Congress, 
approved  September  18,  1941. 


William  F.  Hauck 
National  Adjutant 


★ ★ ★ 
★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ 
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National  Officers 


John  W.  Adams,  Jr. 
(Kentucky) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Harry  G.  Wiles 
(Kansas) 

National  Commander 


Fred  W.  Anderson,  Jr. 
(Nevada) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Leo  F.  Malloy 
(Massachusetts) 

National  Vice  Commander 


William  F.  Hauck 
(Indiana) 

National  Adjutant 


T.W.  “Tom”  Miller 
(Arkansas) 

National  Vice  Commander 


James  F.  Walker 
(Minnesota) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier 
(Georgia) 

National  Chaplain 


Bertram  G.  Davis 
(New  York) 

National  Judge  Advocate 


W.  Francis  Polen 
(Indiana) 

National  T reasurer 


Mrs.  Dorothy  Crimes 
(Colorado) 

National  Historian 


C.  Howard  Larsen 
(New  York) 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms 


For  the  first  time  in  its  58-year  history,  the  world’s  largest  veterans  organization,  the  2,700,000  member  American  Le- 
gion is  convening  in  the  Evergreen  state  of  Washington.  Founded  by  the  men  and  women  of  the  A.E.F.  of  World  War  I,  with 
founding  and  organizational  caucuses  in  Paris,  France,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  the  Legion  now  is  comprised  of  veterans  of 
honorable  service  from  that  war,  World  War  II,  Korea  and  Vietnam. 

Founded  for  service  to  God  and  country,  the  Legion  is  concerned  not  only  with  the  moral  and  material  strength  of  the 
nation,  but  with  service  to  veterans,  to  the  nation’s  youth,  and  to  all  citizens. 

The  Legion’s  National  headquarters,  located  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  been  there  continuously  since  the  founding  days 
of  the  organization,  by  authorization  of  the  First  Annual  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Nov.  10-12,  1919.  A 
major  national  headquarters  office  operation  also  is  maintained  in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  those  offices  which  require  close 
coordination  and  contact  with  the  Congress  and  other  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government  are  housed. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  nearly  a million  strong,  was  authorized  by  action  of  the  First  Annual  National 
Convention  and  its  programs  complement  those  of  the  Legion,  with  an  organizational  structure  that  practically  parallels  that  of 
the  Legion.  The  Auxiliary  also  is  headquartered  in  Indianapolis. 

The  National  Commander  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Legion  and  the  organization  this  year  is  headed  by  Harry 
G.  Wiles,  of  Topeka,  Kan.  He  is  elected  by  action  of  the  National  Convention  as  are  five  National  Vice  Commanders  and  the 
National  Chaplain. 

Chief  administrative  officer  of  the  Legion,  responsible  for  the  functioning  and  supervision  of  the  National  Headquarters 
staff,  is  William  F.  Hauck,  of  Indiana. 
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The  National  Executive  Committee 


Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  live  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  C haplain,  arid 
one  committeeman  (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each  Department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of  the  NEC 
without  vote.  The  NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge  Advocate  and  Historian.  The  NEC  also  has  full  and 
complete  control  over  the  annual  budget. 


National  Executive  Committeemen 


Alabama Joe  S.  Foster  Missouri 

Alaska George  Petrovich  Montana 

Arizona Robert  E.  Cockrill  Nebraska 

Arkansas  Lawrence  E.  Fisher  Nevada 

California Cecil  L.  Bandy  New  Hampshire 

Canada Robert  I.  Hendershott  New  Jersey .... 

Colorado Paul  B.  Rodden  New  Mexico  . . 

Connecticut Joseph  G.  Leonard  New  York 

Delaware William  Melville  North  Carolina 

District  of  Columbia Marshall  C.  Gardner  North  Dakota  . 

Florida Johnson  E.  Davis  Ohio 

France Helmut  Spangenthal  Oklahoma  .... 

Georgia W.  D.  Harrell  Oregon 

Hawaii Bernard  J.  Peron  Panama,  C.Z. 

Idaho  E.  B.  “Jim”  Newsome  Pennsylvania  . . 

Illinois Albert  J.  Swider  ski  Philippines.... 

Indiana Melvin  H.  Heckman  Puerto  Rico  . . . 

Iowa Donald  H.  Harmeyer  Rhode  Island  . . 

Italy Frank  C.  Bottigliero  South  Carolina 

Kansas U.  S.  “Udie”  Grant  South  Dakota  . 

Kentucky Harry  A.  Greene,  Jr.  Tennessee 

Louisiana Robert  Charles  Smith  Texas  

Maine James  A.  McMahon  Utah 

Maryland Jack  E.  Dyke  Vermont 

Massachusetts Robert  W.  Groccia  Virginia 

Mexico Gordon  A.  Ballantyne  Washington  . . . 

Michigan Giles  A.  Reeve  West  Virginia.  . 

Minnesota Donald  R.  Schroedl  Wisconsin 

Mississippi • • Ralph  M.  Godwin  Wyoming 


Cleo  T.  Marlin 

Earle  M.  Angell 

Jerome  N.  Henn 

Charles  F.  Lang 

. . . Laurence  R.  Spaulding 

Franklin  R.  Sickle 

Robert  W.  Durand 

Arnold  E.  Swanson 

Robert  A.  Tart 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Roger  A.  Munson 

Tom  C.  Smith 

John  W.  Buether 

George  Vieto 

. . . Dr.  Almo  Sebastianelli 

Manuel  A.  Vargas 

Roberto  Gonzalez  Vazquez 

John  A.  Adamowicz 

E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 

Glenn  R.  Green 

Sam  Friedman 

Clayton  Mann 

. William  E.  Christoffersen 

H.  Carlyle  Lawson 

Thomas  J.  Gear 

Arthur  J.  Waldron 

J.  H.  “Tim”  Ashcraft 

Keith  A.  Kreul 

James  T.  Anderson 


Past  National  Commanders 


John  R.  Quinn  

Harry  W.  Colmery  . . . 
Raymond  J.  Kelly. . . . 

James  F.  O’Neil 

S.  Perry  Brown 

George  N.  Craig 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr 

Donald  R.  Wilson  . . 
Seaborn  P.  Collins  . . 
J.  Addington  Wagner 

W.  C.  Daniel 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. . 
Preston  J.  Moore  . . . 
Martin  B.  McKneally 


California 

Kansas 

Michigan 

New  Hampshire 

Texas 

Indiana 

Georgia 

. . West  Virginia 
. . . New  Mexico 

Michigan 

Virginia 

Illinois 

Oklahoma 

New  York 


William  R.  Burke California 

Charles  L.  Bacon Missouri 

Daniel  F.  Foley Minnesota 

Donald  E.  Johnson  Iowa 

L.  Eldon  James Virginia 

John  E.  Davis North  Dakota 

William  E.  Galbraith Nebraska 

William  C.  Doyle New  Jersey 

J.  Milton  Patrick Oklahoma 

Alfred  P.  Chamie California 

John  H.  Geiger Illinois 

Joe  L.  Matthews Texas 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton  Maryland 

James  M.  Wagonseller Ohio 
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National  Commander  Wiles  Heeds 


Hand  raised  in  acknowledgement  of  delegate  reaction  to  his 
election  as  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion  at 
the  closing  session  of  the  57th  Annual  National  Convention, 
National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles,  of  Kansas,  accepts  the 
responsibility  of  leadership  of  the  Legion  during  America's 
Bicentennial  year. 


National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion,  Harry  G. 
Wiles,  paid  a courtesy  call  on  President  Ford  at  the  White 
House.  During  the  visit  Wiles  presented  the  President  with  a 
volume  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legion's  57th  National 
Convention  in  Minneapolis  during  August  1975. 


FBI  Director  Clarence  Kelley  is  shown  greeting  The  American 
Legion's  National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  during  a 
courtesy  call  at  the  FBI  Headquarters.  The  annual  call  on  the 
director  by  the  new  Legion  National  Commander  has  be- 
come a tradition  and  stemsfrom  a long  history  of  Legion  sup- 
port for  the  investigative  agency  as  a bulwark  againstcrime 
and  subversion. 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  completed  a week  long 
session  of  Congressional  appointments  during  his  initial 
visits  to  Capitol  Hill  in  pursuit  of  The  American  Legion's  legis- 
lative goals.  He  is  shown  here  with  Congresswoman  Martha 
Keys  who  represents  his  home  district  in  Kansas. 


National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion  Harry  G.  Wiles 
is  shown  with  the  1 976  March  of  Dimes  PosterChild  Tammy 
Patterson,  indicating  the  Legion's  interest  in  the  well-being 
of  America's  children  and  youth.  Tammy,  of  Mount  Plea- 
sant, Tennessee,  has  multiple  birth  defects  which  are  the  tar- 
get of  the  annual  March  of  Dimes  fund  drive. 


National  Commander  Wiles  welcomes  William  P.  Clements, 
Jr.,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense,  to  the  podium  following 
introduction  of  Clements  as  guest  speaker  for  the  National 
Commander's  banquet  for  the  National  Executive  Commit- 
tee during  the  fall,  1975  meetings. 
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America’s  Call  in  Bicentennial  Year. 


American  Legion  National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  re- 
views the  Veterans  Day  Parade  in  Indianapolis,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion's  National  Headquarters  city,  which  was  the 
regional  observance  for  the  Legion  in  1 975,  and  was  the  fea- 
tured speaker  for  the  Veterans  Day  banquet  attended  by 
more  than  1,000  persons. 


One  of  the  highlights  of  The  American  Legion's  1976  Wash- 
ington Conference  was  the  National  Commander's  banquet 
honoring  the  members  of  the  Congress,  and  a highlight  of 
that  event  was  this  presentation  to  National  Commander 
Harry  G.  Wiles,  who  accepted  on  behalf  of  The  American 
Legion,  this  replica  of  the  statue  of  World  War  ll's  most 
decorated  hero,  Audie  Murphy,  as  it  appears  at  the  Vet- 
erans Administration  hospital  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The 
presentation  is  being  made  by  Representative  Olin  E. 
Teague,  of  Texas,  who  for  many  years  was  chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs. 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  welcomes  VIP  guests  at 
his  reception  for  head  table  guests  for  the  banquet  honoring 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  during  the  1 976  Washing- 
ton Conference.  Pictured  (left  to  right)  are:  Mrs.  Robert  J. 
Dole;  Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs  Richard  Roudebush; 
Senator  Robert  J.  Dole  of  the  National  Commander's  home 
state  of  Kansas;  and  Commander  Wiles. 


The  Department  of  New  York  led  all  states  in  dollar  volume 
of  contributions  to  The  American  Legion-American  Legion 
Auxiliary  cooperative  fund  drive  with  the  American  Cancer 
Society,  with  $135,061  accounted  for  in  the  first  tabulation 
after  the  1976  Spring  NEC  meetings.  N.Y.,  Department  Com- 
mander Leonard  Baxter  is  pictured  above  presenting  one  of 
New  York's  contributions  to  National  Commander  Harry  G. 
Wiles.  Commander  Baxter  pledged  the  Empire  state  would 
reach  the  $250,000  figure  before  the  drive  is  ended. 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  and  wife  Dorothy  (left) 
are  joined  by  Auxiliary  National  President  Mrs.  Alan  Schanel 
in  welcoming  Leonard  F.  Chapman,  Jr.,  Commissioner,  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  as  the  guest 
speaker  to  the  Commander's  banquet  for  the  National  Exe- 
cutive Committee  at  the  Spring,  1976  meetings.  Chapman 
warned  of  the  "silent  invasion"  of  the  U.S.  by  an  estimated 
six  to  eight  million  illegal  aliens  who  drain  some  $1  3-bil- 
lion annually  from  the  United  States  economy. 


A major  special  Bicentennial  year  project  for  The  American 
Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  was  the  cooperative 
fund  drive  with  the  American  Cancer  Society  to  raise  a mini- 
mum of  a million  dollars  for  cancer  research.  Here  Com- 
mander Wiles  accepts  some  $1  2,000  in  the  form  of  a "short 
snorter"  from  William  Katz,  Commanderof  Indiana's  Eighth 
District,  where  a special  project  raised  the  funds  through 
road  blocks  and  special  post  projects  throughout  the  district. 
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AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 


This  has  been  an  exciting  year  for  those  involved  with  the 
conduct  of  the  Americanism  program  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  Bicentennial  celebration  has  greatly  stimulated 
interest  and  activity  in  many  facets  of  our  program  as 
evidenced  by  increased  requests  for  information  on  Flag 
etiquette  and  assistance  from  Posts,  Units,  schools  and  other 
sources  in  planning  Bicentennial  activities. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  Bicentennial  observance 
has  helped  greatly  in  causing  our  citizenry  to  become  more 
consciously  concerned  about  the  blessings  we  have  in  this 
country  and  of  their  need  to  become  more  actively  concerned 
about  the  affairs  of  our  government.  This  is  especially  true  of 
our  young  people. 

Our  youth  have  developed  a serious-mindedness  and  a 
greater  sense  of  patriotism  and  appreciation  of  their 
American  heritage  — representing  an  almost  complete 
reversal  of  attitudes  prevalent  among  the  younger  segment 
of  our  society  during  the  late  1960’s  and  the  Vietnam  War. 

This  Bicentennial  year  will  be  a memorable  year  in  the 
history  of  The  American  Legion’s  Americanism  program. 

Education  Activities 

A resolution  to  appoint  a National  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion was  approved  by  the  National  Executive  Committee, 
May  5,  1976.  This  action  along  with  recommendations 
concerning  position,  goals,  programs  and  objectives, 
resulted  from  the  study  made  by  the  National  Commander’s 
Special  Committee  on  Education  during  the  past  year. 

American  Education  Week,  an  American  Legion  high- 
light since  1921,  will  be  observed  November  14-20,  1976, 
with  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  theme  “The  Schools  are 
Yours.  Help  Take  Care  of  Them.” 

The  Education  and  Scholarships  workshops,  conducted 
during  the  five  Children  & Youth  Area  Conferences, 
concentrated  on  local  level  input  into  the  program.  The 
average  attendance  at  each  workshop  was  in  excess  of  100 
participants,  a significant  gain,  when  compared  to  the 
average  attendance  of  20  for  the  previous  year. 


The  increased  awareness  and  wide  distribution  of  The 
American  Legion’s  publications  regarding  careers,  scholar- 
ships, loans  and  grants  for  students,  has  revealed  a success- 
ful year  for  the  Education  and  Scholarship  program.  The 
publications  include  the  25th  edition  of  “Need  A Lift?”  (dis- 
tribution, 150,000),  the  fact  sheets,  explaining  the  recently 
updated  GI  Bill,  Junior  GI  Bill  and  the  Extension  of  Social 
Security  Benefits  to  those  continuing  their  education,  the 
Eight  and  Forty  Nursing  Scholarship  Program  and  the 
Guide  for  Parents  and  Students. 

Baseball 

American  Legion  Baseball  is  culminating  its  5 1 st  season  of 
nationwide  competition  as  this  Convention  convenes.  Eight 
regional  champions,  from  among  the  nearly  4,000  teams 
fielded  by  American  Legion  Posts  and  other  sponsors,  are 
being  determined  throughout  the  country  this  week  in 
preparation  for  the  1976  World  Series  at  Manchester,  N.H., 
Sept.  2-6. 

Nearly  60  per  cent  of  all  major  league  baseball  players  this 
season  gained  training  and  experience  in  the  Legion  pro- 
gram before  they  signed  their  first  professional  contract. 
More  and  more  participants  are  realizing  college  educations 
as  a result  of  scholarships  granted  following  exposure  in  this 
athletic  activity  first  sponsored  by  The  American  Legion  in 
1925. 

Boys  State/Boys  and  Girls  Nation 

Over  28,000  Boys  Staters,  representing  fifty  American 
Legion  Departments,  participated  in  their  respective  Boys 
State,  receiving  orientations  on  the  operation  of  city,  county 
and  state  government.  The  American  Legion  and  American 
Legion  Auxiliary’s  Boys  and  Girls  Nation  Program 
honoring  the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  States  of  America 
was  held  July  21  through  Aug.  8,  1976.  Boys/ Girls  Nation 
served  as  a unique  training  program  for  the  delegates  and 
motivated  their  interest  in  governmental  process.  Three 
outstanding  Boys  Staters  and  three  Girls  Staters  were 
selected  by  their  Departments  to  serve  as  delegates  to 
Boys/ Girls  Nation,  which  was  conducted  on  the  campus  of 
The  American  University,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
concluded  at  Stouffer’s  Valley  Forge  Inn,  King  of  Prussia, 
Pa. 


American  Legion  Baseball  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
world  of  sports  for  over  a half  century,  and  some  of  the 
greats  of  major  league  baseball  found  the  program  to  be  a 
stepping  stone  to  stardom.  For  everyone  who  made  his  mark 
in  the  sport,  thousands  more  learned  about  sportsmanship, 
competitive  spirit  and  good  citizenship  as  a result  of  their 
participation  in  American  Legion  Baseball. 
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In  Washington,  D.  C.  the  delegates  received  briefings  on 
the  functions  of  Federal  Government,  conducted  hearings, 
acted  on  bills  in  session,  and  experienced  visitations  to 
Federal  Agencies,  respective  Senators  and  Congressmen  as 
well  as  other  government  officials,  and  historic  points  of 
interest.  After  two  weeks  in  Washington,  the  360  delegates 
and  staff  physically  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  a tour  of 
Valley  Forge  Park  and  Freedoms  Foundation  had  been 
planned,  with  special  emphasis  on  1776  through  “Bucky” 
Walters  and  the  Radfords.  A visit  to  Independence  National 
Historic  Park  was  conducted  and  the  Commencement 
Banquet  featured  Art  Linkletter  as  guest  speaker. 

Oratorical  Contest 

The  thirty-ninth  Annual  National  High  School  Oratorical 
Contest  Finals  were  conducted  Thursday,  April  15,  1976,  at 
the  Old  State  Capitol,  Springfield,  Illinois.  Fifty  one  De- 
partments of  The  American  Legion  participated  in  the  Ora- 
torical Program,  and  the  four  National  Finalists  selected 
from  thousands  competing  in  the  contests,  are: 

FIRST  PLACE  — $8,000  Scholarship 
Robert  H.  Maus,  Honolulu,  Hawaii 

SECOND  PLACE  — $5,000  Scholarship 
John  P.  Mullen,  Brown  Deer,  Wis. 

THIRD  PLACE  — $3,000  Scholarship 
Helen  A.  Bures,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

FOURTH  PLACE  — $2,000  Scholarship 
David  F.  Abernethy,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

Mark  Aaron  Wright,  a 17-year-old  Senior  at  Sooner  High 
School,  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  sponsored  by  The  American 
Legion  Post  105,  Bartlesville,  has  been  named  The  American 
Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  for  1976. 


On  the  steps  oj  the  Old  State  Capitol,  Robert  H.  Maus, 
Jrom  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  is  being  congratulated  by  Past  Na- 
tional Commander  John  H.  Geiger  on  winning  the  39th  An- 
nual American  Legion  High  School  Oratorical  Contest.  The 
contest  was  held  in  the  Old  State  Capitol,  and  Maus,  an  18- 
year-old  senior  won  an  $8,000  scholarship  to  the  college  of 
his  choice.  Standing  next  to  Maus  (left  to  right)  is  the  second 
place  winner,  John  P.  Mullen,  a I6-year-old  junior  from 
Milwaukee,  Wise.  He  won  a $5,000  scholarship.  Helen  A. 
Bures,  a 17 -year-old  senior  from  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  She 
won  a $3,000  scholarship.  David  F.  Abernethy,  a 17-year- 
old  senior  jrom  Harrisburg,  Pa.  He  won  a $ 2,000  scholar- 
ship. Edward  F.  Brennan,  Commander  of  The  American 
Legion  Department  of  Illinois. 


American  Academy  of  Achievement 

Again  this  year  Reader’s  Digest  sponsored  twenty  five 
American  Legion  Youth  Champion  seniors  to  the  American 
Academy  of  Achievement  Program,  which  was  held  at  the 
Town  and  Country  Hotel,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  June  24-25, 
1976.  Five  American  Legion  Departments  Colorado, 
Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Oregon  and  Texas  sponsored 
their  State  Champion  Orator  to  the  American  Academy  of 
Achievement.  We  are  attempting  to  obtain  additional 
sponsorship  for  our  American  Legion  Youth  Champions  as 
this  is  an  ideal  opportunity  to  recognize  and  pay  tribute  to 
The  American  Legion  National  Champion  Orators  and 
Boys  Nation  Senators  who  have  participated  in  our 
American  Legion  Youth  Programs. 

As  the  fifty  Captains  of  Achievement  (adults)  received 
their  Golden  Plate  Awards,  John  E.  Frank,  1975  American 
Legion  Boys  Nation  Vice  President  (Idaho),  and  Robert  H. 
Maus,  1976  American  Legion  National  Champion  Orator 
(Hawaii),  received  their  Golden  Eagle  Awards  for  the 
Promise  of  Greatness  at  this  same  function.  Participation  in 
this  program  is  an  excellent  tribute  to  the  youth  of  our 
American  Legion  programs. 

Americanism  and  Flag  Education 

We  continue  to  support  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
revise  and  update  Public  Law  829-77  (Flag  Code).  The  text 
of  our  Resolution  No.  87  is  included  in  S.J.  Resolution  No. 
49  introduced  by  Senator  Birch  Bayh  (Indiana)  and  Senator 
Strom  Thurmond  (South  Carolina).  Congressmen  Walter 
Flowers  (Alabama)  and  James  R.  Manning  (South 
Carolina)  have  co-sponsored  Joint  Resolution  No.  321  in  a 
similar  bill  in  the  House.  The  legislation,  supported  by  The 
American  Legion,  to  clarify  and  modernize  the  Flag  Code 
was  signed  by  the  President  on  July  7. 


New  Americans  — Participation  in  Naturalization  cere- 
monies remains  an  important  segment  of  the  Legion's 
Americanism  program.  Philadelphia  County  Commander 
William  J.  Judge  presents  an  American  Flag  to  two  newly 
naturalized  American  Citizens. 

(Photo-Courtesy  Philadelphia  Daily  News) 
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COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE 

Dr.  J.  E.  Marfie  (Nevada)  Chairman 


The  most  important  facet  of  The  American  Legion’s 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  Program  is  the  publishing  of 
Firing  Line.  This  is  a monthly  publication  through  which  we 
disseminate  information  concerning  the  current  activities 
and  projected  plans  of  the  many  radical  and  revolutionary 
elements  which  are  so  rampant  in  our  country  today. 

In  the  issues  of  our  Bicentennial  Year  — and  also  the 
Silver  Anniversary  of  Firing  Line  — we  have  stressed  the 
unity  which  is  being  achieved  among  the  various  radical  cells 
in  this  revolutionary  movement.  Let’s  forget  our  ideological 
differences;  we  have  a common  denominator:  the  overthrow 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  any  means 
necessary  — even  violent  revolution.  This  is  the  repetitious 
theme  which  is  circulated  through  the  many  publications  of 
these  groups. 

Through  Firing  Line,  The  American  Legion  continues  to 
inform  its  members  and  the  citizens  of  this  country  of  the 
inherent  danger  these  underground  and  aboveground 
groups  pose  to  our  country,  particularly  in  the  Bicentennial 
Year,  when  they  have  formulated  plans  for  a “celebration”  of 
their  own. 


Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.  (Colorado)  Chairman 
Fred  T.  Kuszmaul  (Indiana)  Director 


For  over  fifty  years  The  American  Legion,  together  with 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  Eight  & Forty,  has 
bestowed  voluntarily  and  without  compensation  many  gifts 
to  our  Nation’s  children  and  youth.  These  gifts  have  taken 
form  of  interest  and  action  in  the  areas  of  health,  social  and 
protective  services,  legislation,  and  financial  assistance  just 
to  name  a few. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Commission  on  Children  & 
Youth  selected  for  its  1 976  theme,  “Our  Gift  to  Children  — A 
Promising  Future.”  When  we  state  that  a future  is  promis- 
ing, we  are  not  saying  that  it  is  guaranteed.  We  are  saying  in 
reality  that  with  the  best  conditions  possible,  a certain  out- 
come is  likely  to  happen. 

The  needs  of  today’s  youngsters  in  the  communities  of  this 


country  are  not  mysterious.  In  fact,  many  are  within  eye- 
sight while  others  are  at  arm’s  length.  These  local  needs  must 
be  met  with  many  sound  programs  if  we  are  to  have  any  hope 
in  offering  our  ultimate  gift  — a promising  future  to  the  Na- 
tion’s children  and  youth. 

The  Commission  on  Children  & Youth  for  its  1976  pro- 
gram considered  many  areas  from  a multitude  of  children 
and  youth  problems  of  major  importance  to  our  Nation’s 
young  people.  The  following  areas  were  selected  for  empha- 
sis during  the  1976  year: 

1.  Fire  Safety  Awareness 

2.  Status  Offenses 

3.  Alcohol  and  Youth 

4.  Immunization 

5.  Temporary  Financial  Assistance 

With  interest  shown  by  the  Commission  in  these  areas, 
many  fine  projects  were  developed  at  the  Department  and 
Post  levels  to  combat  the  problems  presented  by  these 
points.  Posts  again  this  year  responded  well  to  the  continu- 
ing annual  activity  of  “Make  Halloween  A Safe  and  Fun 
Night.” 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  program  year  as  always  was 
the  five  Area  Conferences  on  Children  & Youth.  The  pur- 
pose of  these  conferences  is  to  bring  the  Children  & Youth 
program  to  the  Department,  District  and  Post  leadership. 
This  past  year,  Area  Conferences  were  held  in  Portland, 
Me.;  Washingtion,  D.C.;  St.  Charles,  Mo.;  Phoenix,  Ariz.; 
and  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

These  conferences  were  quite  successful  as  evidenced  by 
the  fact  the  average  attendance  this  year  (245)  was  up  some- 
what over  1974-75.  The  Western  Area  established  an  all-time 
attendance  record.  The  interest  was  tremendous  and  the 
hospitality  shown  by  the  host  Departments  was  outstand- 
ing. Our  compliments  to  the  Departments  listed  above. 

Normally,  during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  those 
individuals  responsible  for  Post  children  and  youth  activi- 
ties are  asked  to  make  a report  of  their  Post’s  activities  for 
the  year.  With  the  advent  of  the  Consolidated  Post  Report 
during  the  1974-75  year,  the  information  on  Children  & 


Members  of  the  Commission  on  Children  & Youth  are 
shown  above  together  with  campers  attending  the  Legion- 
ville  safety  jacility  at  Legionville,  Minnesota.  The  Commis- 
sion made  a jield  trip  to  view  this  facility  during  the  1975  Na- 
tional Convention. 
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Youth  was  gleaned  from  these  reports.  Posts  and  Depart- 
ments reported  expenditures  of  some  $9,623,000.  This 
amount  added  to  the  contributions  made  by  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  Eight  & Forty,  the  Temporary  Fin- 
ancial Assistance  program  of  the  Americanism  and  Chil- 
dren & Youth  Division,  and  the  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation,  made  a grand  total  ol  $12,365,934. 

This  amount  added  to  that  reported  since  1924,  adds  to  a 
grand  and  astounding  total  ot  $311,489,654. 

This  past  year  has  seen  the  accomplishment  of  a number  of 
legislative  objectives  of  interest  and  concern  to  the  Children 
& Youth  Commission.  Most  of  the  legislative  activity  was 
mandated  at  the  56th  National  Convention  held  in  Miami 
Beach,  Fla.  in  1974.  Such  important  legislation  as  school 
nutrition  programs,  immunization  and  venereal  disease  con- 
trol, runaway  youth.  National  Family  Week,  and  Maternal 
and  Child  Health  programs  were  enacted  into  law  and  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  Congress.  Three  of  these 
important  pieces  of  legislation  were  vetoed  by  the  President 
and  eventually  his  veto  was  overridden  by  Congress  thus 
enacting  into  law  these  programs. 

On  behalf  of  the  National  Commission  on  Children  & 
Youth,  I would  like  to  express  its  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
the  many  thousands  of  volunteers  of  The  American  Legion 
and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  for  their  interest  and 
support  of  the  Children  & Youth  Program. 


Members  of  the  Joseph  B.  Stahl  Post  No.  3 of  New  Castle, 
Delaware,  are  shown  here  conducting  a Bicycle  Rodeo.  This 
is  an  excellent  example  of  combining  fun  with  teaching 
bicycle  safety  to  the  youngsters  of  their  community. 


Don  Newcombe,  Cy  Young  Award  Winner  and  former 
pitcher  for  the  Boston  Red  Sox  and  Los  Angeles  Dodgers, 
spoke  at  the  Western  Area  Conference  on  Children  & Youth 
in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  January  1976.  As  an  alcoholic,  he  is 
presently  a Consultant  to  the  National  Clearinghouse  for 
Alcohol  Information  and  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  ad- 
dressing high  school  students. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE 
FOUNDATION,  INC. 

1.  Eldon  Jame*  (Virginia)  President 
Robert  H.  Patty  (Indiana)  Executive  Secretary 


The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  is  an 
unique  American  institution;  our  Foundation  is  one  ot  a 
kind.”  Its  purposes  were  restricted  by  the  founders  to  chil- 
dren and  youth.  There  were  perhaps  lour  or  five  regional 
foundations  dealing  with  children’s  problems  but  there  was 
no  national  foundation  devoted  solely  to  child  welfare. 

Wisely,  the  founders  restricted  the  purposes  of  the 
Foundation  to:  (1)  to  add  to  the  sum  total  of  man’s  knowl- 
edge about  children  and  youth  through  research  and  study, 
and  (2)  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  existing  knowledge 
through  wider  distribution. 

Since  its  founding  in  1954,  the  Foundation  has  made 
awards  and  grants  totalling  nearly  $575,000  to  nonprofit 
organizations  and  institutions  of  high  learning  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  at  National  Headquarters, 
The  American  Legion,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  2,  1976,  to 
consider  15  applications  for  grants.  The  total  amount  re- 
quested was  $209,214.  Of  these  requests,  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors approved  four  for  funding. 

1.  A grant  of  $12,500  was  awarded  to  the  American 
Humane  Association  in  Denver,  Colo.  The  purpose  of  this 
project  is  to  conduct  a survey  to  measure  the  growth  of  child 
protective  services  since  the  last  survey  of  such  services  in 
1967. 

2.  The  Delinquency  Control  Institute  of  the  University  of 
Southern  California  received  a grant  of  $1,600  to  provide 
four  expense  grants  of  $400  each  to  policemen  attending  this 
training. 

3.  The  Kent  School  of  Social  Work,  University  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  was  awarded  a grant  of  $5,010  to  study  lessening 
the  emotional  trauma  involved  in  placing  children  in  foster 
care. 

4.  A grant  of  $14,954  was  given  to  the  National  Council  on 
Crime  & Delinquency  to  enable  them  to  prepare  a videotape 
dramatizing  case  histories  of  children  brought  before 
juvenile  courts  for  status  offenses. 

Officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  are:  L.  Eldon  James, 
Hampton,  Va„  President;  Walton  D.  Griffin.  Clarksville. 
Tenn.,  Vice  President;  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  Sterling.  Colo., 
Secretary,  and  U.S.  Grant,  McPherson.  Kan.,  Treasurer. 
Other  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  are:  Robert  A. 
Gish,  Basin,  Wyo.;  B.  B.  Hester,  Dodge  City,  Kan.;  Michael 
J.  Kogutek,  Lacawanna,  N.Y.;  Giles  A.  Reeve,  Otter  Lake. 
Mich.,  and  Raymond  Steffensmeier.  Beemer,  Neb.  Ameri- 
can Legion  Auxiliary  Liaison  Committee:  Mrs.  Arthur  B. 
Hanell,  Culver  City,  Calif.,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Charles  C. 
Shaw,  Mattoon,  111.,  and  Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger.  Topeka.  Kan. 

Under  the  1969  Tax  Reform  Act.  the  Foundation  retains 
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These  youngsters  are  playing  in  the  Physical  Development 
Research  Park  at  Utah  State  University  in  Logan,  Utah. 
This  park,  developed  for  the  exceptional  child,  was  pro- 
vided through  a grant  from  the  American  Legion  Child  Wel- 
fare Foundation  and  was  dedicated  by  the  school  and 
Legionnaires  on  November  11,  1975. 

its  tax  exempt  status.  Gifts,  therefore,  are  deductible  for 
federal  income  tax  purposes  to  the  extent  permitted  by  law. 
Bequests  to  the  Foundation  are  deductible  for  federal  in- 
come tax  purposes  to  the  extent  permitted  by  law.  Bequests 
to  the  Foundation  are  deductible  for  federal  inheritance  tax 
purposes  to  the  extent  of  the  Federal  Tax  Act.  Memorial 
contributions  upon  the  death  of  a friend  or  members  of  The 
American  Legion  or  American  Legion  Auxiliary  continue  to 
be  a popular  form  of  support  for  the  Foundation.  A memo- 
rial card  is  sent  immediately  to  the  next  of  kin  so  they  may 
know  of  the  thoughtfulness  of  the  contributor.  It  memorial- 
izes a friend  or  member  and  it  contributes  toward  a better  life 
for  our  Nation’s  children. 


The  Annual  National  Convention  is  the  showcase  of  the 
American  Legion.  Commissions  and  Committees  report  on 
their  accomplishments  during  the  preceding  year  and  pre- 
sent their  program  for  the  ensuing  year  for  approval  by  the 
delegates.  Over  the  period  of  a week,  these  activities  are 
complimented  with  social  functions  and  the  pomp  and  color 


of  musical  units,  drill  teams  and  various  contests.  Outstand- 
ing national  leaders  from  our  country  address  the  conven- 
tion, which  is  culminated  by  the  election  of  officers  to  serve 
for  a year.  The  National  Convention  Commission  recom- 
mended Seattle,  Wash,  as  the  site  for  the  58th  National 
American  Legion  Convention. 

This  scenic  section  of  the  nation  is  a suitable  host  during 
the  Bicentennial  celebration  of  the  United  States  with  con- 
vention activities  concentrated  mainly  on  the  grounds  of  the 
1962  World’s  Fair. 

The  Contest  Supervisory  Committee  has  encouraged 
members  of  uniformed  groups  to  participate  actively  in  this 
year’s  observance  of  our  nation’s  200th  Anniversary  with 
pagentry  and  dedication  to  patriotic  expression.  There  are 
an  estimated  5,000  musical  drill  units  affiliated  with,  or 
actively  supported  by,  American  Legion  organizations. 

The  list  of  distinguished  guests  who  have  accepted  invita- 
tions to  the  convention  is  impressive.  The  Distinguished 
Guests  Committee,  which  likewise  is  attached  to  the  Con- 
vention Commission,  is  prepared  to  host  these  guests  in  its 
usual  outstanding  fashion. 

Denver,  Colo,  will  host  the  1977  National  Convention  on 
August  19-25  and  thereafter  tentative  awards  have  been 
made  to  the  following  cities: 

New  Orleans,  La August  18-24,  1978 

Kansas  City,  Mo August  17-23,  1979 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada August  15-21,  1980 

The  Convention  Commission  is  desirous  of  exploring  new 
areas  and  welcomes  invitations  from  cities  capable  of  host- 
ing future  conventions. 

The  Commission  was  saddened  by  the  recent  death  of 
Colonel  James  V.  Demarest,  a long-time  member  of  the 
Commission  who  acted  as  Chairman  for  fourteen  years  and 
was  Chairman  Emeritus  at  the  time  of  his  death.  We  shall 
miss  his  advice  and  companionship,  and  express  our  sincere 
condolences  to  his  family  and  friends. 


One  of  the  National  Convention  Commission’s  functions  is 
to  work  with  the  local  corporation  on  all  detailed  arrange- 
ments for  the  smooth  functioning  of  the  Convention  includ- 
ing the  National  Convention  parade.  Here  an  impressive  dis- 
play of  massed  colors  containing  the  colors  of  some  700 
posts,  districts,  counties  and  Auxiliary  Units  of  the  host 
Department  of  Minnesota  leads  off  the  1975  National  Con- 
vention parade. 
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CONTEST  SUPERVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Deming  Smith  (South  Dakota)  Chairman 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Michigan)  Liaison 


The  National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee  is  to 
supervise  all  contests  at  the  National  Conventions  of  The 
American  Legion,  and  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  to 
develop  and  make  available  information  on  organization, 
management,  and  other  “know-how”  relative  to  musical 
organizations. 

The  National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee  met  Oct. 
5-6,  1975,  at  National  Headquarters,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  the  rules  and  regulations  for  all  con- 
tests and  making  recommendations  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion Commission.  Two  of  the  major  rule  changes  follow. 

To  encourage  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  to  give  more  promi- 
nence to  the  American  Flag  in  their  field  performance,  the 
1976  rules  allow  extra  credit  to  Color  Presentation.  Also,  for 
the  first  time,  the  competition  for  Junior  and  Senior  Color 
Guards  will  be  held  indoors. 


The  number  of  participants  in  all  eleven  contests  were 
studied  and  the  1976  categories  remain  as  follows: 


Junior  Drum  Corps 
Senior  Drum  Corps 
Junior  Color  Guard 
Senior  Color  Guard 
Firing  Squad 


Junior  Drill  Team 
Senior  Drill  Team 
Junior  Field  Band 
Senior  Concert  Band 
Chorus  and  Quartet 


A number  of  1976  field  champions  will  be  invited  to  ap- 
pear in  a pre-show  prior  to  the  Musical  Spectacular.  This 
pre-show  is  scheduled  for  6:30  p.m.,  Saturday,  August  21, 
with  the  Musical  Spectacular  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  at  High 
School  Memorial  Stadium,  The  Seattle  Center. 


Contest  Sites 

High  School  Memorial  Stadium  is  readily  available  to  all 
Legionnaires  attending  the  Convention.  This  is  the  site,  not 
only  for  the  Musical  Spectacular,  but  also  of  the  Junior  and 
Senior  Drum  Corps  Preliminaries  and  the  Junior  Band 
competition,  Saturday,  Aug.  21,  starting  at  7:00  a.m. 

The  Junior  and  Senior  Color  Guard  competition  is 
located  in  the  Food  Circus  complex  located  at  the  Seattle 
Center.  This  competition  starts  at  1:00  p.m.,  Friday,  August 
20. 


1975  National  Champions 

SENIOR  DRUM  AND  BUGLE  CORPS  — Hawthorne 
Caballeros,  Post  199,  Hawthorne,  N.J. 

JUNIOR  DRUM  AND  BUGLE  CORPS  — Marquis,  Post 
75,  Fond  Du  Lac,  Wis. 

SENIOR  COLOR  GUARD  — Jersey  Chevrons,  Post  40, 
Ridgefield  Park,  N.J. 

JUNIOR  COLOR  GUARD  — Scarlet  Cadets,  Post  299, 
Belleville,  N.J. 

SENIOR  BAND  — Joliet  Legion  Band,  Post  1284,  Joliet, 

111. 


JUNIOR  BAND  Chatjield  High  School  Band,  Post  92, 
Rochester,  Minn. 

FIRING  SQUAD  — Wellsville,  Post  70,  Wellsville,  O. 
JUNIOR  DRILL  TEAM  — Northern  Step  Junior  Drill 
Team,  Post  11,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 

SENIOR  DRILL  TEAM  — Anoka,  Unit  102,  Anoka, 
Minn. 

CHORUS  — Singing  Legionnaires,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls, 
S.D. 


INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  COMMISSION 


John  M,  Carey  (Michigan)  Chairman 
C.  W,  (Pat)  Geile  (Indiana)  Director 


The  National  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  responsible 
for  policies  relating  to  the  internal  structure  and  operation  of 
The  American  Legion  at  all  levels.  In  addition,  all  resolu- 
tions and  other  official  matters  not  falling  within  the  area  of 
assigned  duties  of  other  national  commissions  or  commit- 
tees are  handled  by  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission. 


Four  national  standing  committees  are  assigned  to  the 
commission  for  “supervision  and  coordination”  — Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws;  Membership  and  Post  Activities; 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  (center)aceepts  on  be- 
half oj  the  National  Organization  the  Paul  H.  Griffith 
trophy  to  be  awarded  annually  to  the  Department  with  the 
best  record  for  recognizing  outstanding  participants  in  the 
R.O.  T.C.  program.  The  trophy  was  presented  by  Harry  K. 
Stinger  ( left ) and  Daniel  A.  Drew  (right)  on  behalf  of  friends, 
and  in  memory  oj  the  late  Past  National  Commander  Grif- 
fith, who  also  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense. 
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Resolutions  Assignment;  and  Trophies,  Awards  and  Cere- 
monials. The  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  also  the 
supervisory  body  for  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
organization,  and  the  commission’s  full-time  staff  at  Na- 
tional Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  (the  Internal  Affairs 
Division)  provides  staff  services  for  the  National  Contests 
Supervisory  Committee,  which  itself  reports  to  the  National 
Convention  Commission. 

Membership 

Accomplishments  of  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities 
Committee  will  be  found  in  a separate  report  in  this  publica- 
tion. Still  pending  for  disposition  during  the  coming  year  are 
a resolution  to  change  membership  dates  in  the  National  By- 
Laws  and  a study  of  a possible  authorization  of  at-large 
membership. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws 

Although  the  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  may  be 
amended  only  by  the  annual  National  Convention,  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee  reviews  and  makes 
recommendations  on  all  proposed  amendments.  A resolu- 
tion to  change  the  method  of  selecting  the  National  Chaplain 
will  be  before  the  1976  convention,  having  already  been 
cleared  by  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee  and  re- 
ferred to  the  convention  by  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  its  meeting  of  May  5-6,  1976.  Chaplains  previously 
have  been  elected  by  the  National  Convention  along  with  the 
National  Commander  and  five  National  Vice  Commanders. 
Under  the  proposed  amendment,  the  National  Chaplain 
would  be  appointed  annually  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  which  presently  appoints  the  National 
Adjutant,  National  Treasurer,  National  Judge  Advocate 
and  National  Historian. 

Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials 

This  committee  supervises  all  official  national  awards 
(with  the  exception  of  those  related  to  uniformed  group 
competitions)  and  recommends  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee  recipients  of  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal, 
the  International  Amity  Award,  and  the  Canadian  Friend- 
ship Award.  During  the  past  year  two  new  official  national 
awards  were  authorized  — the  Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC 
Trophy  and  The  American  Legion  Annual  National 
Convention  Golf  Tournament  Traveling  Championship 
Trophy. 

Resolutions  Assignment 

The  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee  meets  only  at  the 
annual  National  Convention,  where  it  has  the  responsibility 
of  assigning  all  resolutions  to  the  appropriate  convention 
committee  for  report  to  the  convention.  At  the  1975  Na- 
tional Convention  436  resolutions  were  reviewed  and  as- 
signed by  the  committee. 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

The  American  Legion  junior  organization  — the  Sons  of 
The  American  Legion  — has  been  enjoying  a healthy  growth 


under  the  leadership  of  National  Commander  Grant  M. 
Jamieson  of  Michigan.  Final  1975  SAL  membership  was 
24,688  as  compared  with  20,697  for  1974.  Membership  for 
1976  at  the  time  this  report  was  written  was  23,587,  again  of 
3,168  over  the  same  date  last  year.  The  SAL  will  hold  its  fifth 
National  Convention  in  Seattle  at  the  time  of  The  American 
Legion  National  Convention  there. 

Consolidated  Post  Reports 

Under  a plan  initiated  by  the  Internal  Affairs  Commis- 
sion, The  American  Legion  in  1975  carried  out  its  first  effort 
to  obtain  standardized  reports  from  Posts  on  all  major  pro- 
grams. Thirty-six  per  cent  of  all  Posts  submitted  reports. 
These  Posts  represented  about  one-half  of  the  total  member- 
ship and  showed  net  assets  in  excess  of  $268  million.  Space  is 
not  available  here  to  report  figures  on  the  various  programs, 
but  a tabulation  of  the  ’75  report  will  be  provided  on  re- 
quest. A similar  report  will  be  prepared  in  a few  months  to 
cover  the  1975-76  Legion  year. 

Other  Miscellaneous  Matters 

Mention  will  only  be  made  here  of  a few  additional  miscel- 
laneous matters  which  are  representative  of  the  business  of 
the  Internal  Affairs  Commission:  Efforts  to  obtain  Congres- 
sional approval  for  the  improvement  of  facilities  at  the  USS 
Arizona  Memorial  at  Pearl  Harbor;  creation  of  a new  Na- 
tional Committee  on  Education,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Americanism  Commission;  study,  with  no  action  yet  recom- 
mended, of  the  non-political  clause  of  the  Constitution  with 
regard  to  Post  officers;  adoption  of  a policy  on  designating 
“official”  marches,  songs,  poems,  etc. 


POSTS  CHARTERED 
6/1/75  to  5/31/76 

Number  of  Posts  as  of  5/31/75 15,919 

Posts  canceled  from  6/ 1/75  to  5/31/76  . . 128 

Posts  chartered  from  6/ 1/75  to  5/31/76  . 136 

Number  of  Posts  as  of  5/31/76  15,927 


ABERSHIP  AND  POST  ACTIVITIES 

n F.  Gormley  (Pennsylvania)  Chairman 
J.  Lloyd  Wignall  (Utah)  Director 


MEMBERSHIP  STRENGTH 


Total  official  membership,  1974  2,673,207 

Total  official  membership,  1975  2,696,324 

1975  membership,  as  of  May  31,  1975  2,612,529 

1976  membership,  as  of  May  31,  1976  2,646,388 


The  1976  membership  year  will  be  remembered  as  the  best 
year  since  1964  for  the  number  of  Departments  exceeding 
their  final  previous  year’s  membership.  Forty-five  Depart- 
ments have  exceeded  (or  can  exceed)  their  1975  final  mem- 
bership for  1976.  Eight  Departments  achieved  an  all-time 
high  for  1975.  All  eight  will  repeat  for  1976  and  the  number 
has  grown  to  nine  with  the  addition  of  Indiana.  All-time  high 
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Departments  are:  Maryland,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota, 
Florida,  Arizona,  South  Dakota,  New  Hampshire,  France 
and  Indiana. 

America’s  Calling  — Pledge  Allegiance 
to  Freedom 

Commander  Wiles’  slogan  and  his  programs  capitalized 
on  the  Bicentennial  theme  and  the  strong  patriotic  feelings 
that  are  so  evident  throughout  the  country.  The  American 
Legion  has  always  taken  the  lead  in  promoting  patriotism 
and  thousands  of  veterans  across  America  were  more  will- 
ing to  become  members  because  of  our  patriotic  activities. 
Commander  Wiles  program  has  been  effective  and  has  gen- 
erated enthusiasm. 

Freedom  Bell  Commanders 

Seventy-six  Legionnaires  were  guests  of  the  National 
Commander  at  the  1975  National  Convention.  This  total  in- 
cluded 30  Department  Commanders,  15  District  Com- 
manders, 25  Post  Commanders  and  6 Department  Member- 
ship Chairmen  of  Departments  which  had  achieved  an  all- 
time  high  prior  to  the  National  Convention.  The  list  in- 
cluded those  Department  Commanders  who  had  surpassed 
the  previous  year.  District  Commanders  who  were  selected 
from  those  Districts  which  were  over  the  top  by  May  1,  and 
Post  Commanders  who  were  drawn  from  approximately 
1,400  Post  Commanders  whose  post  had  achieved  an  all- 
time  high  by  March  31.  With  a substantial  gain  assured  for 
1976,  the  Monetary  Awards  Program  has  proven  itself  once 
again,  and  the  final  count  of  winners  of  trips  to  the  1976  Na- 
tional Convention  will  exceed  1975  totals. 


National  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  Chair- 
man William  F.  Gormley,  oj  Pennsylvania  (right),  accom- 
panies New  Hampshire  Department  Commander  Ernest  E. 
Barger  to  the  Washington,  D.C.,  office  of  New  Hampshire 
Past  Department  Commander  John  L.  Sullivan  to  present 
the  latter  with  his  Golden  Certificate  signifying  50  years  of 
continuous  American  Legion  membership.  Mr.  Sullivan  has 
served  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Presi- 
dent Eranklin  D.  Roosevelt,  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  Air  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (without  Cabinet 
rank),  both  under  President  Harry  S.  Truman. 


New  Posts 

One  hundred  and  forty  (140)  new  posts  were  chartered  for 
the  calendar  year  1975.  One  hundred  and  thirty  seven  (137) 
posts  were  cancelled  during  1975,  which  produced  a net  gain 
in  the  total  number  of  posts  for  the  first  year  since  1954. 

The  receipt  of  new  charters  has  not  slackened.  The  year 
1 976  should  be  the  second  year  in  a row  for  an  increase  in  the 
total  number  of  posts.  The  National  Commander’s  Mone- 
tary Incentive  Awards  Program  continues  to  show  good  re- 
sults in  encouraging  new  posts. 

Direct  Renewal  Notice 

Forty  seven  Departments  participated  in  the  Direct  Re- 
newal Program  for  1976.  Not  all  Departments  were  in  the 
program  100  percent,  but  the  number  of  posts  will,  again,  in- 
crease substantially  and  the  number  of  participating  De- 
partments will  grow  for  1977  so  that  only  New  Hampshire 
will  not  be  in  the  program.  Over  two  million  Legionnaires 
will  receive  Direct  Renewal  Notices  for  1977. 

PUFL 

After  a slow  start,  PUFL  (Paid-up  for  Life  Program)  is 
showing  a steady  gain.  Since  July,  1975,  over  2,000  Legion- 
naires have  utilized  the  available  Paid-up  for  Life  Program. 
7 he  American  Legion  Magazine  has  been  the  best  promo- 
tional tool  to  date,  and  will  continue  to  promote  the  PUFL 
concept.  Recruiting  efforts  are  now  being  supplemented 
with  an  experimental  direct  mailing  program  which  will  be 
enlarged  if  results  are  as  good  as  anticipated. 

Workshops  and  Seminars 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop 
was  held  at  National  Headquarters,  July  29-30,  1976.  This 
year  there  was  a major  revision  in  the  agenda  from  previous 
Workshops.  The  goal  was  to  achieve  greater  participation 
from  individuals  attending  the  Workshop.  This  continues  to 
be  one  of  the  best  forums  in  determining  what  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  should  be  doing  and  how  we  can  capitalize  upon 
its  many  accomplishments. 

Four  District  Commander’s  Training  Seminars  will  be 
held  on  a regional  basis  the  weekend  of  Sept.  11-12,  1976. 
This  is  one  less  Seminar  than  was  held  in  1975.  but  the  Mid- 
western Seminar  was  cancelled  at  the  request  of  the  par- 
ticipating Departments.  The  majority  felt  that  they  pre- 
ferred to  bring  District  Commanders  to  Indianapolis  forthe 
Workshop. 

Unofficial  Membership  Awards 

Forty  eight  Departments  qualified  for  1976  Early  Bird 
Department  Awards.  Accordingly,  citations  were  presented 
to  the  Commanders  and  Adjutants  of  Alabama,  Alaska,  Ari- 
zona, Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  District 
of  Columbia,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana. 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Mon- 
tana, Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey.  New 
Mexico,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota.  Ohio.  Oklahoma. 
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Oregon,  Puerto  Rico,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Ver- 
mont, Virginia,  Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and 
Wyoming. 

The  Big  Ten  Departments  for  1976  are  Minnesota,  Ohio, 
Louisiana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Arizona,  Colorado,  Nevada  and  Wyoming. 

Other  Matters 

Membership  records  at  National  Headquarters  have  now 
been  computerized.  Much  more  information  is  now  avail- 
able than  has  been  possible  before. 

Two  other  programs  which  have  come  about  as  a result  of 
the  computer  are: 

1.  Operation  “Stay  Alive,”  whereby  posts  are  notified 
when  a member  moves  from  another  state  into  a community 
where  a post  is  located. 

2.  Operation  “Don’t  Forget,”  whereby  National  has  in- 
creased its  capacity  for  notifying  posts  of  delinquent  mem- 
bers dating  back  for  two  years.  This  will  eventually  grow  to 
three  years. 

Other  benefits  to  Departments  and  posts  will  be  released 
as  computerization  becomes  more  effective. 


Membership  ’77 

The  enthusiasm  and  desire  is  again  present  to  make  1977  a 
very  successful  year. 


The  Executive  Director,  whose  office  is  located  in  the  Na- 
tional Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  has  three  major  re- 
sponsibilities. 

1)  He  performs  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by 
the  National  Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the  myriad  re- 
sponsibilities of  that  office  and,  during  temporary  absences 
of  the  National  Adjutant  from  the  Headquarters,  acts  for 
him. 

2)  He  heads  the  Administrative  Services  Division  and 
through  it  supervises  and  coordinates  the  many  administra- 
tive functions  of  the  Indianapolis  Headquarters. 

3)  He  functions  as  the  Director  of  Personnel,  recruiting 
necessary  staff,  maintaining  personnel  records,  and  serving 
on  the  Personnel  Committee  of  the  Headquarters. 

Included  in  the  Administrative  Services  Division  of  the 
Indianapolis  Headquarters  are  the  following  administrative 
functions:  Cashier;  mail;  printing;  purchasing  and  general 
supply  . . . stock,  receiving,  shipping;  library,  archives,  E.  A. 
Blackmore  Museum;  communications  center;  building 
maintenance;  cafeteria;  personnel  records  and  recruiting; 
Finance  Section  and  Insurance  Section. 


The  Administrative  Services  Division  also  provides  all 
secretarial  assistance  to  the  executive  officers  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion. 

The  following  statistical  tables  are  indicative  of  the 
volume  of  work  routinely  performed  by  this  Division: 


MAIL 

6/1/75  to  5/31/76 

Incoming  Letters  (Distributed  to  various 


Divisions  for  processing) 2,840,266 

Incoming  Parcels  2,161 

Outgoing  Letters 216,262 

Outgoing  Parcels  (Exclusive  of  National 

Emblem  Sales 57,080 


COMMUNICATIONS  CENTER 

6/1/75  to  5/31/76 


Pages  Multigraphed  & Multilithed  4,275,442 

Envelopes  & Labels  Addressed 386,348 

Letters  Transcribed 2,209 

MC/ST 14,411 

Composer 1,048 

Addressograph  Plates  Cut 4,725 

Telegrams  (In  169)  (Out  617) 786 

Total  Copy  System 2,870,280 

3-M 45,208 

Headliner 172 

Binding 5,715 


SUPPLIES 

6/1/75  to  5/31/76 

Paper  Cut  and  Processed 
551  reams  or  13,775  lbs.  (6.887  tons) 


FREIGHT  AND  EXPRESS 

6/1/75  to  5/31/76 

In 54  Cartons 

(1,978  lbs.) 

Out 1,805  Cartons 

(78,554  lbs.) 

UPS  (in) 3,229  parcels 

UPS  (out)  (Exclusive  of  National 
Emblem  Sales) 5,743  parcels 

LIBRARY  & EMIL  A.  BLACKMORE  MUSEUM 

6/1/75  to  5/31/76 


Materials  added  to  Library 334,546 

Informational  requests  answered 

by  staff 8,539 

Items  added  to  Emil  A.  Blackmore 

Museum 19 
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COMPUTER  CENTER 

The  Computer  Center  is  currently  responsible  for  the  fol- 
lowing projects: 

Updating  of  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  SAL  and 
Firing  Line  mailing  lists;  and  the  printing  of  mailing  labels. 

Production  of  Direct  Membership  Renewal  Notices  and 
Registers. 

The  production  of  membership  cards  and  registers,  de- 
partment accounting  reports  and  statistical  information. 

The  printing  of  state  paper  mailing  labels,  upon  request. 

The  maintenance  of  inventory  controls,  purchasing  con- 
trols and  billing  applications  for  The  American  Legion  Em- 
blem Division. 

Productions  of  all  General  Ledger  accounting  informa- 
tion. 

All  payroll  reports  and  affiliated  tax  and  insurance  re- 
ports. 

Maintenance  of  the  mailing  list  and  automated  grading 
for  the  Extension  Institute. 

Production  of  audit  control  and  circulation  analysis  re- 
ports for  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

Production  of  Inventory  Control  and  Purchase  Order 
Control  for  National  Headquarters. 

Emblem  Sales  Invoices  and  Reports. 

Accounts  Receivable. 

Retirement  Investment  Program. 

Legislative  Bulletin  list  maintenance,  mailing  labels  and 
renewal  notices. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 
COMMISSION 


Benjamin  B.  Truskoski  (Connecticut)  Chairman 
James  F.  O'Neil  (New  Hampshire)  Publisher 
Raymond  J.  McHugh  (District  of  Columbia)  Editor 


As  The  American  Legion  Magazine  moves  into  the  final 
months  of  1976  it  becomes  evident  that  another  deficit  will 
be  recorded  — a continuation  of  the  1975  factors  of  high 
costs  for  paper,  printing  and  postal  service  being  responsi- 
ble for  the  second  “red  ink”  year  for  the  magazine  since  1927. 


In  between  1927  and  1975  the  magazine  returned  in  net 
gain  to  the  National  Organization  approximately  14  mil- 
lions of  dollars  ten  million  since  1950  to  help  finance 
the  many  meritorious  programs  of  I he  American  Legion. 
During  the  past  two  years  the  magazine  has  become  one  of 
the  serious  victims  of  inflation. 

We  can  look  ahead  to  1977,  and  hopef  ully  to  f uture  years, 
with  more  confidence,  principally  because  of  the  actions  at 
the  1975  National  Convention  and  subsequent  decisions  of 
the  Finance  Commission,  ratified  by  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee,  in  allocating  more  funds  for  the  magazine 
from  the  dues  structure  ($  1 .50  per  year  per  member  instead 
of  the  one  dollar).  This  means  that  the  cost  per  issue  will  be 
1 2'/2C  contrasted  to  the  8 I / 3c  for  each  copy  that  prevailed 
for  more  than  half  a century. 

Accordingly,  more  flexibility  will  result  as  to  the  planning 
of  the  material  for  the  readers  — a better  magazine  for  the 
members  and  more  attractive  to  a potential  advertiser. 

During  the  more  recent  periods  of  economic  problems,  we 
were  forced  to  cut  back  pages,  and  rightfully  so,  to  save  dol- 
lars and  cents.  In  place  of  56  and  64-page  editions,  the  for- 
mat was  restricted  to  a 48-page  base.  Under  such  circum- 
stances quality  must  suffer.  We  trust  that  these  conditions 
are  behind  us. 

Compared  to  1975  the  expenditures  for  paper,  printing 
and  postal  service  have  risen  substantially,  and  the  end  does 
not  appear  to  be  in  sight.  Our  printing  and  postal  costs  al- 
ready are  higher  than  they  were  for  the  first  half  of  last  year 
and  paper  prices  are  reportedly  going  to  increase  again.  In 
those  areas  over  which  we  have  some  controls,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine  is  holding  its  own. 

Our  advertising  income  is  running  ahead  of  that  for  the 
first  half  of  1975.  Including  the  July  edition,  the  lineage  is 
7,963  lines,  up  20.8%;  and  the  net  gain  in  revenue  is 
$121,535.46,  up  20.9%.  This  reflects  the  continued  out- 
standing efforts  by  Robert  Redden  Associates,  Publisher’s 
Representative,  in  the  procurement  of  advertising. 

At  this  point  (June  1)  it  is  impossible  to  forecast  what  the 
balance  of  the  year  will  produce.  It  appears  doubtful  if  last 
year’s  record  of  $1,300,000  net  gain  will  be  realized,  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  heaviest  advertising  impact  in  1975  came  in 
the  last  six  months  of  that  year. 

Membership  is  also  running  ahead  of  last  year  at  this 
period  to  provide  much  needed  revenue  in  the  subscription 
(dues)  funds  applied  to  the  magazine  in  its  attempts  to 
balance  input  with  output. 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  is  now  being  edited  and 
prepared  for  production  and  subsequent  distribution  from 
the  printers  at  Nashville  in  the  newly  assigned  editorial  and 
production  offices  of  The  American  Legion's  own  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  building  at  1608  K Street,  N.W.  The  transter  ot 
these  operations  was  completed  on  January  28,  1976,  with 
minimal  confusion  and  without  any  serious  interruption  of 
production. 

Raymond  J.  McHugh  succeeded  Robert  B.  Pitkin  as  edi- 
tor in  November,  1975.  He  is  being  assisted  by  almost  an 
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entirely  new  staff.  Art  Editor  Walter  Boll  and  Senior  Editor 
Grail  Hanford  were  the  only  two  members  of  the  New  York 
office  team  who  found  the  transfer  to  Washington  to  be  com- 
patible with  their  family  interests. 

The  office  of  the  publisher  remains  in  New  York  City,  with 
its  future  location  to  be  determined,  and  Robert  Redden  As- 
sociates headquarters  in  Teaneck,  N.J.,  in  close  proximity  to 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  & Mrs.  Pitkin  have  relocated  in  their  newly  acquired 
home  in  Ozona,  Fla.  — P.O.  Box  477  (33560). 

The  Magazine  Commission  will  be  convening  on  Aug.  20 
and  21  in  Seattle  in  its  customary  pre-National  Convention 
sessions.  Included  on  the  agenda  will  be  consideration  of 
proposals  relative  to  advertising  representatives,  the  status 
of  the  printing  contract  and  the  problems  relating  to  the 
Postal  Service.  Sealed  bids  will  be  opened  and  screened 
regarding  the  Publisher’s  Representative  post. 

The  Baird-Ward  Printing  Company,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
has  been  merged  with  Areata,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Magazine  staff  personnel  have  been  working  closely  with 
the  Legislative  Division  in  seeking  relief  from  The  Congress 
in  the  matter  of  second-class  postage  rates.  Some  success  has 
been  achieved  but  more  is  essential  if  meaningful  aid  is  to  be 
realized. 


Because  the  Soviet  Union  and  Warsaw  Pact  nations  re- 
main the  primary  security  problem  for  the  United  States, 
The  American  Legion  supports  foreign  policies  designed  to 
discourage  and  checkmate  any  expansionism  which  would 
upset  the  delicate  balance  that  now  exists  between  the  so- 
called  super-powers  and  their  respective  power  alignments. 

U.S. -Soviet  Relations 

The  American  Legion  retains  the  twin  objectives  of  pursu- 
ing peaceful  objectives  with  the  Soviet  Union,  while  at  the 
same  time  remaining  sufficiently  strong  and  prepared  to  pro- 
tect U.S.  and  allied  interests  against  aggression. 

Mindful  that  Soviet  leaders  have,  during  the  25th  Con- 
gress of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union,  inter- 
preted detente  as  a period  to  encourage  national  liberation 


and  Cuba’s  Fidel  Castro  was  especially  praised  for  his 
“transcendental”  role  in  the  “liberation  struggle,”  The 
American  Legion  is  taking  a new  look  at  our  own  Western 
Hemisphere,  and  particularly  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
America  regions,  for  signs  of  Soviet-Cuba  penetration  along 
the  Angolan  lines. 


Panama  Canal 

Areas  of  particular  concern  are  Panama,  the  U.S.  Canal 
Zone,  Puerto  Rico  and  other  areas  where  the  Organization 
of  American  States  Committee  on  Security  report  that  the 
KGB  (Soviet  secret  police)  and  the  DG1  (Cuba’s  quasi- 
military secret  police)  are  now  operating. 

The  American  Legion  is  mandated  to  retain  U.S.  sover- 
eignty oj  the  Canal  Zone  out  of  conviction  that  Soviet- 
Cuban  leaders  are  collaborating  with  Panama’s  General 
Omar  Torrijos  to  liberate  Panama  and  the  U.S.  Canal  Zone. 
The  ultimate  Marxist  objective  appears  to  be  the  strategic 
Caribbean-Gulf  of  Mexico  sea  areas  which  could  effectively 
throttle  and  control  the  economic  life  of  the  entire  Western 
Hemisphere.  Castro  stated  on  Dec.  22,  1975,  “We  will  never 
renounce  our  solidarity  with  Puerto  Rico  and  Angola.”  A 
few  days  later,  Castro  offered  Torrijos  the  full  support  of  9 
million  Cubans.  In  Angola  we  saw  Castro’s  boast  become 
reality  — an  expeditionary  force  of  12,000  Cuban  troops 
serving  the  purpose  of  Soviet  leaders. 

As  a result  of  the  foregoing,  and  believing  also  that  the 
U.S.  Canal  Zone  stands  as  symbol  of  the  U.S.  national  will 
to  protect  its  vital  interests,  The  American  Legion  opposes 
all  efforts  to  surrender  any  of  the  U.S.  sovereignty  or  juris- 
diction over  the  Canal  or  the  Canal  Zone  as  obtained  in  the 
Treaty  of  1903,  and  subsequently  revised  and  amended  in 
1936  and  1955. 


the Joreign  relations  oj  the  United  States  is  evidenced  by  the 
annual  reception  hosted  by  American  Legion  State  Depart- 
ment Post  68  jor  Legion  leaders  during  the  Washington 
Conjerence.  Here,  National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  is 
greeted  by  Deputy  Secretary  oj  State  Robert  S.  Ingersoll. 
The  backdrop  is  a tapestry  presented  to  Secretary  oj  State 
Kissinger  by  the  State  Department  American  Legion  post. 
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Atlantic  Convention 

The  American  Legion  vigorously  opposed  and  helped  de- 
feat H.J.Res.  606  calling  for  an  Atlantic  Convention  of 
NATO  allies  and  parlimentary  democracies.  House  Speaker 
Carl  Albert  advised  Commander  Wiles  “that  it  was  doubt- 
ful if  this  matter  would  come  up  again  in  this  Congress.”  1 he 
Atlantic  Convention  was  interpreted  as  an  initial  step 
toward  world  government  and  a potential  loss  ol  U.S.  sover- 
eignty. 

NATO 

The  American  Legion  supports  a strong,  unified  NATO. 
We  are  mandated  to  oppose  the  unilateral  withdrawal  of  any 
American  NATO  combat  forces,  and  would  support  reduc- 
tion only  if  Warsaw  Pact  forces  were  proportionately  re- 
duced in  Central  Europe.  Concomitantly,  The  American 
Legion  urges  the  United  States  to  press  our  NATO  allies  to 
assume  a greater  share  of  the  troop  strength  and  financial 
burdens  of  NATO. 

Turkey:  The  American  Legion  has  urged  our  govern- 
ment to  take  every  possible  measure  to  insure  that  present 
U.S.  and  NATO  bases  in  Greece  and  Turkey  operate  with- 
out restrictions.  During  the  past  year,  many  supportive  ac- 
tions have  been  taken  to  encourage  Congress  to  normalize 
U.S.  relationships  with  Turkey  in  the  national  interests  of  all 
countries  concerned  as  well  as  the  solidarity  of  NATOs 
southern  flank. 

Greece:  The  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government  to  con- 
tinue to  pursue  our  traditional  policy  of  friendship  and  co- 
operation with  the  Greek  people  and  the  Greek  govern- 
ment, and  supports  the  U.S.  policy  which  encourages  Greece 
and  Turkey  to  work  out  their  differences  on  a bilateral  basis 
without  using  U.S.  friendship  as  leverage. 

Italy:  Because  of  its  caveat  to  support  a strong,  unified 
NATO,  The  American  Legion  opposes  communist  expan- 
sionism of  any  form  and  is  unalterably  opposed  to  the  Com- 
munist Party  gaining  control  of  the  Italian  government. 


National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Director  James  R. 
Wilson , Jr.,  (right)  presents  American  Legion  National 
Security  resolutions  to  Representative  Melvin  Price,  of  Illi- 
nois, Chairman  oj  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee. 
Mvlio  Kraja,  (lejt)  Legion  National  Legislative  Director,  ac- 
companied Wilson  to  the  meeting. 


Portugal:  The  American  Legion  supports  a free  and 
democratic  Portugal  but  is  mandated  to  oppose  anv  eco- 
nomic assistance  to  that  country  unless  the  U.S.  retains  full 
and  free  use  oj  the  Azores  military  base.  Fortunately,  Portu- 
gal has  survived  the  Communist  Party’s  challenge  and  the 
government  has  shown  increasing  stability  and  responsibil- 
ity. 

Spain:  Because  of  the  long-standing  and  traditional 
mutual  interests  between  the  U.S.  and  Spain,  including  U.S. 
air  and  naval  installations  in  Spain,  and  because  the  U.S. 
and  Spain  have  recently  signed  a new  Treaty  of  Friendship 
and  Cooperation,  The  American  Legion  reaffirmed  its 
policy  at  the  National  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  Indi- 
anapolis, May  5-6,  1976,  urging  by  formal  resolution  that  the 
U.S.  Senate  ratify  the  new  Treaty  with  Spain  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible. 

Middle  East:  The  recent  actions  by  Egypt’s  Premier  Sadat 
to  cut  all  ties  with  the  Soviet  Union  should  prove  helpful  in 
bringing  a peaceful  settlement  in  the  Middle  East.  The 
American  Legion  is  mandated  to  urge  the  Soviet  Union  to 
cooperate  with  the  U.S.  in  limiting  the  resupply  of  arms  to 
the  Middle  East  and  in  pressing  for  political  negotiations 
which  would  guarantee  the  survival  of  Israel  as  a free  and 
democratic  nation  and  help  bring  peace  to  the  Middle  East. 
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Mr.  Helmut  Sonnenjeldt,  Counselor,  Department  of  State 
(left),  conjers  with  Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster,  Chairman  of  The 
American  Legion's  Foreign  Relations  Commission,  after 
speaking  to  the  Legion  Commission  during  the  1976  Wash- 
ington Conference. 
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FINANCE  COMMISSION 


Churchill  T.  Williams  (Iowa)  Chairman 
Francis  Polen  (Indiana)  National  Treasurer 
Paul  Allen  (Minnesota)  Acting  Fiscal  Supervisor 


The  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  to 
prepare  a yearly  budget  for  submission  to  the  National  Exe- 
cutive Committee  and  to  exercise  reasonable  control  to  see 
that  the  various  divisions  and/or  departments  of  the  Na- 
tional Organization  operate  within  the  approved  ap- 
propriations. The  Finance  Commission  is  composed  of 
seven  Members.  The  National  Adjutant  is  the  Ex-Officio 
Secretary,  and  the  National  Commander  and  National  Trea- 
surer are  Ex-Officio  members. 

Obviously,  in  the  preparation  of  budget  recommenda- 
tions prime  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  avoidance  of 
“deficit  budgets”  and  envisioning  the  financial  problems  of 
The  American  Legion  for  a period  beyond  that  involving  the 
specific  proposals  of  the  year  under  consideration. 

It  was  this  thinking  that  motivated  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion to  recommend  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  to 
support  an  increase  in  dues  at  the  National  Convention  in 
Minneapolis.  The  dues  increase  was  approved  effective  June 
16,  1976.  Resolution  No.  1 “Allocation  of  the  1976  National 
Per  Capita  Dues”  reads  as  follows:  “RESOLVED,  By  the 
National  Executive  Committee  of  The  American  Legion  in 
regular  meeting  assembled  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Octo- 
ber 8-9,  1975,  That  the  allocation  of  the  National  Per  capita 
dues  for  the  year  1976  be  as  follows:  Of  the  dues  paid  on  or 
before  June  15,  1976,  and  remitted  to  the  National  Organi- 
zation postmarked  June  30,  1976,  or  before,  ,25c  per  mem- 
ber shall  be  allocated  to  the  use  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  of  The  American  Legion;  $1.00 
per  member  shall  be  allocated  to  provide  a one  year’s  sub- 
scription to  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE; 
$1.25  per  member  shall  be  allocated  to  the  general  fund  of 
The  American  Legion.  Of  the  dues  received  postmarked 
after  June  30,  1976,  the  following  allocation  shall  be  made: 
The  sum  of  ,25c  per  member  shall  be  allocated  to  the  Na- 
tional Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission; 
$1 .50  shall  be  allocated  to  provide  a one  year’s  subscription 
to  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE;  and  $1.75 
per  member  shall  be  allocated  to  the  general  fund  of  The 


American  Legion.”  The  results  of  this  increase  will  not  be 
experienced  until  the  1977  budget  year  due  to  the  fact  all  but 
a few  thousand  1976  memberships  will  have  been  received  in 
National  Headquarters  prior  to  the  June  16,  1976  date.  The 

1975  budget  year,  through  various  economies,  was  under- 
run  by  $89,062.  I he  1976  budget,  with  the  increased  cost  of 
operation,  was  approved  with  a $884,298  deficit. 

The  increased  demands  for  rehabilitation  services  grow- 
ing out  of  the  Korean  Era  and  Vietnam  conflict  as  well  as  the 
advancing  years  of  World  War  I and  II  members  have  com- 
pounded the  already  existing  problem  of  inflation  so  that  in 

1976  the  .25c  per  capita  allocation  will  fall  $362,509  short  of 
actual  Veteran  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  costs. 

There  have  been  ever  increasing  costs  incurred  in  connec- 
tion with  the  conduct  of  our  youth  programs.  The  day-to- 
day  operating  costs  of  the  Indianapolis  Headquarters  and 
the  Washington  and  New  York  offices,  such  as  postage,  utili- 
ties, printing,  maintenance,  and  office  supplies  have  doubled 
since  1971. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE,  a source  of 
revenue  in  the  past,  had  an  operating  deficit  of  $294,085  in 
1975.  The  1976  budgeted  deficit  for  the  magazine  is  $792, 1 54 
and  the  deficit  could  be  as  much  as  $1,000,000.  In  1975  the 
magazine’s  postal  bill  was  $467,748,  or  $345,823  more  than 
in  1962.  The  Publisher  of  the  magazine  estimates  the  postal 
bill  will  be  up  another  $132,252  in  1976  and  it  is  further  esti- 
mated, according  to  the  present  postal  service  schedule,  that 
the  magazine’s  postage  cost  will  rise  at  a rate  of  about 
$50,000  a year  until  sometine  in  the  1980s  when  they  will  ap- 
proximate $1,250,000  per  year.  The  magazine  is  also  con- 
fronted with  an  unprecedented  increase  in  the  cost  of  paper. 
There  have  been  eight  increases  in  paper  costs  since  April 
1973.  The  estimated  paper  cost  for  1976  is  $1 ,500,000,  an  in- 
crease of  $394,026  over  1975. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  reports  of  the  various  com- 
mittees and  trusts  which  report  to  the  Finance  Commission, 
which  reports  are  contained  elsewhere  in  this  annual  report. 
A full  financial  statement  is  incorporated  in  the  Auditor’s 
Report. 


EMBLEM  SALES  DIVISION 

Clayton  C.  Schlick  (Iowa)  Chairman 
Alfred  L,  Lankenau,  Jr.  (Indiana)  General  Manager 


The  American  Legion  emblem  is  the  exclusive  property  of 
the  National  Headquarters.  The  sale  of  the  emblem,  emblem 
pins,  merchandise  carrying  the  emblem  and  other  items  of 
organizational  equipment  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Na- 
tional Emblem  Committee  and  the  National  Emblem  Sales 
office,  located  at  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis. 
The  following  tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earnings,  etc.,  for 
the  entire  calendar  year  1 975  and  for  the  first  three  months  of 
1976. 
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January  1 to  December  31,  1975 
(12  months) 

Gross  sales $2,901,541 

Cost  of  goods  sold 1,791,1 12 

Overhead 730,341 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken  . . . 380,088 

January  1 to  March  31,  1976 

Gross  sales 1,019,467 

Cost  of  goods  sold 650,972 

Overhead 197,947 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken  . . . 170,548 


American  Legion  Emblem  Sales  Catalog  takes  on  a Bicen- 
tennial image  Jor  1976,  with  a brilliant  nighttime  fireworks 
display,  typical  of  an  old-fashioned  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion, adorning  the  cover. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE 
AND  TRUST  COMMITTEE 

Albert  V.  LaBiche  (Louisiana),  Chairman 
Gene  L.  Fattig  (Indiana),  Director 


On  April  1,  1976,  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Plan  marked  its  Eighteenth  anniversary  and  is  now  in  its 
nineteenth  year.  The  Plan  was  officially  adopted  by  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  Feb. 
22,  1958.  In  those  eighteen  years  many  important  goals  have 

AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PAIO  CLAIMS  1958-MARCH  31,1976 


been  achieved.  The  Insurance  Department  is  staffed  by  a Na- 
tional Headquarters  employee  who  serves  as  Director  to  the 
Insurance  Office,  which  is  administered  by  the  Youngberg- 
Carlson  Co.,  Inc.  housed  in  Chicago,  111.  The  Insurance 
Committee  is  assigned  for  jurisdictional  purposes  to  the  Na- 
tional Finance  Commission  and  reports  through  that  Com- 
mission to  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Your  Insurance  Committee  has  met  two  times  since  the 
last  report  and  is  able  to  again  announce  that  the  Plan  has 
continued  to  experience  growth  as  well  as  make  improve- 
ments to  benefit  those  enrolled. 

An  item  of  major  importance  was  the  approval  of  a resolu- 
tion by  the  National  Executive  Committee  to  increase  the 
maximum  number  of  units,  for  which  the  members  ol  I he 
American  Legion  could  apply  under  the  Plan,  from  four  to 
six.  Legionnaires  under  age  30  (26  in  Ohio),  who  were  eligi- 
ble for  a maximum  of  $40,000  protection  before,  can  now 
apply  (as  of  1 / 1 / 76)  for  up  to  $60,000  in  Legion  Life  Bene- 
fits. This  is  most  assuredly  in  keeping  with  the  pace  of  our 
economy.  The  astounding  news  is  the  fact  that  the  cost  per 
unit  remains  the  same  as  before,  $24.00  per  year.  Obviously 
this  is  another  benefit  of  membership  in  The  American 
Legion  for  the  young  veteran.  The  average  age  of  World  War 
II  veterans  is  such  that  the  Plan  still  affords  good  coverage.  It 
is  an  excellent  selling  point  for  new  members  and  also  serves 
as  a means  of  retaining  members.  Inform  the  members  of 
your  Post  of  this  big  new  development. 

Premiums  and/or  contributions  for  1975  paid  for  life 
insurance  protection  amounted  to  $3,539,989.  This  figure 
has  continued  to  grow  throughout  the  years.  After  the  close 
of  each  calendar  year  and  after  all  claims  and  administra- 
tion expenses  have  been  paid  in  the  Group  States,  the  unused 
premiums  are  placed  in  The  American  Legion  Life  Insur- 
ance Trust.  There  is  over  two  million  dollars  in  the  Trust 
Fund. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  provides  funds 
in  excess  of  $200,000  a year  to  The  American  Legion  Life  In- 
surance Trust,  and  the  Trust  in  turn  supports  the  National 
Oratorical  Contests  and  The  American  Legion  Baseball  pro- 
grams. The  expenditures  include  National  Oratorical 


AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PREMIUM  GROWTH  1958  - 1976 
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awards  of  $8,000  for  1st  place;  $5,000  for  2nd  place;  $3,000 
for  3rd  place  and  $2,000  for  4th  place.  In  addition  each  of  the 
58  Department  winners  attending  the  Regional  Contest  re- 
ceives a $500  scholarship  award.  The  American  Legion  Base- 
ball program  receives  $150,000  from  the  Fund. 

Remember  your  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan 
always  pays  in  addition  to  any  other  life  insurance  benefits;  it 
is  not  intended  to  replace  any  existing  coverage  you  have.  It 
simply  makes  possible  thousands  of  dollars  of  extra  protec- 
tion at  incredibly  low  cost.  That’s  why  there  is  no  finer  way  to 
get  “peace  of  mind”  by  knowing  you  have  provided  a mea- 
sure of  protection  for  those  you  love  . . . whether  it’s  your 
own  family,  a charity,  a foundation,  or  even  your  local 
Legion  Post. 

In  eighteen  years  13,569  claims  were  paid,  amounting  to 
$20,369,613  in  benefits.  During  1975  alone,  an  average  of 
$174,748  was  paid  each  month.  These  benefits  were  paid  at 
no  cost  to  the  National  Organization  of  The  American 
Legion  as  well  as  no  expense  to  the  membership. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  is  under- 
written by  the  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Cali- 
fornia, which  is  the  ninth  largest  underwriter  of  group  life 
insurance  in  the  United  States:  the  coverage  is  arranged 
under  a group  policy  for  members  in  all  states,  except 
permanent  residents  of  Florida,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Texas  and  Wisconsin,  who  are  insured 
under  individual  policies.  The  United  States  Life  Insurance 
Company  in  the  City  of  New  York,  a large  and  reputable 
company  underwrites  the  insurance  for  permanent  resi- 
dents of  New  York  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  is  the  only  offi- 
cial insurance  plan  in  all  States  for  Legionnaires.  During 
1976  1,473,099  Legionnaires  will  receive  a three-letter 
mailing,  or  a total  of  4,419,297  pieces.  In  addition,  40,000  in- 
sured Legionnaires  will  receive  a computer  letter  asking 
them  to  consider  increasing  the  number  of  units  of  insur- 
ance they  have  in  force.  During  their  fiscal  year,  October  1, 
1975  to  1976  approximately  $51,000  will  have  been  spent  in 
advertising  in  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

Some  94  percent  of  the  insured  members  renewed  their 
insurance  for  1976.  Only  4.3  percent  failed  to  renew  their 
insurance,  and  1.3  percent  were  lost  because  of  death.  Each 
year  on  or  about  Oct.  15,  thousands  of  Legionnaires  are 
requested  to  report  their  next  year’s  membership  card  num- 
ber and  make  remittance  before  Jan.  1 of  the  next  year.  This 
provides  early  membership  renewals.  As  the  Plan  grows,  so 
will  these  many  advantages  magnify  themselves  throughout 
The  American  Legion. 

It  is  important  also  to  point  out  the  fact  that  a resolution 
adopted  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  at  the  Na- 
tional Convention  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  on  Aug.  19,  1973 
did  extend  the  protection  for  life.  Prior  to  this  the  insurance 
terminated  at  age  75. 

At  the  Spring  meeting  the  NEC  passed  a resolution  grant- 
ing a 10%  increase  in  benefits  from  July  1, 1976  through  Dec. 
31,  1976.  This  is  the  seventh  time  in  the  19  year  history  of  the 
Insurance  Plan,  an  increase  in  benefits  has  been  made. 


For  further  information  and  applications,  Posts  are  urged 
to  contact  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan,  222 
North  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  IL  60601  Attention:  Gene 
L.  Fattig,  Director. 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 


D-  DeLoach  (District  of  Columbia)  Chairman 
James  C.  Watkins  (District  of  Columbia)  Director 


During  the  first  part  of  the  1975-76  Legion  year,  we  con- 
tinued our  phenomenally  successful  “Be  Counted  Again” 
theme  program  with  the  addition  of  the  new  National  Com- 
mander’s theme,  “America  Is  Calling.” 

Now  a new  theme  has  been  developed  and  approved,  with 
the  first  exposure  of  a Legion  group  to  the  new  theme  and  ac- 
companying music  coming  at  the  Public  Relations  Lunch- 
eon on  Mar.  1,  1976,  during  the  Washington  Conference.  All 
who  heard  our  presentation  concerning  the  theme,  “It’s 
Great  to  Know  You  Belong,”  came  away  convinced  that  we 
had  a worthy  successor  to  “Be  Counted  Again,”  and  an  even 
better  theme  song.  There  was  full  agreement  that  the  new 
theme  will  aid  membership. 


The  National  Association  of  Broadcasters  was  the  recipient 
oj  The  American  Legion  National  Commander’s  Public 
Relations  A ward  for  1976.  The  Association  was  honored for 
its  “ Spirit  oj  America”  album.  The  award  was  presented  by 
National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  to  NAB  President 
Vincent  Wasilewski,  who  accepted  for  the  Association,  at 
the  Legion’s  annual  Public  Relations  Luncheon  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  Pictured  left  to  right:  Mr.  Wasilewski;  Na- 
tional Commander  Wiles  and  C.  D.  “Deke”  DeLoach, 
Chairman  of  The  American  Legion  National  Public  Rela- 
tions Commission. 
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Since  then,  we  have  prepared  and  sent  to  Departments 
and  other  Legion  officials  a six  minute  version  of  the  pre- 
sentation on  the  theme,  together  with  music,  to  be  used 
internally  for  information  and  to  awaken  interest  in  the 
theme.  In  addition,  we  have  prepared  radio  public  service 
announcements  featuring  the  “It’s  Great  to  Know  You  Be- 
long” theme,  as  well  as  billboard,  window  and  counter 
posters,  and  bumper  stickers,  and  mats  for  post  or  external 
publications. 

Our  new  theme  was  developed  from  extensive  profes- 
sional research,  indicating  that  the  volunteer  organizations 
most  successful  in  gaining  new  members  are  those  who  offer 
prospective  members  a chance  to  render  service  to  the  com- 
munity. The  research  indicated  a strong  human  need  to 
serve.  Since  no  organization  can  claim  a better  record  of 
community  service  than  The  American  Legion,  we  aim 
through  our  new  theme  program  to  make  sure  our  prospects 
are  aware  that  the  Legion  will  indeed  give  them  a chance  to 
serve  their  fellow  man. 

As  the  year  progresses  we  plan  to  add  new  items  to  the  pro- 
motional material  in  support  of  specific  Legion  programs,  as 
well  as  up-dating  the  basic  radio  spots.  Initially,  the  two 
original  60  second  spots  were  sent  to  selected  networks  and 
stations  through  the  medium  of  the  PSA-Pak,  which  per- 
mits our  public  service  announcements  to  be  introduced  to 
broadcasters  along  with  those  of  non-competing  organiza- 
tions. A later  issuance  will  coincide  with  the  election  of  the 
new  National  Commander  in  Seattle,  with  up-dated 
continuity,  and  will  be  a separate  release  to  selected  radio 
stations.  We  will  release  this  new  PSA  in  Seattle  exclusively 
at  first,  as  we  did  with  “Be  Counted  Again”  in  Hawaii,  with 
the  general  mailing  timed  for  right  after  the  convention. 

Our  new  theme  needs  only  the  whole-hearted,  enthusias- 
tic support  of  the  Legion  leadership  at  all  levels  to  realize  its 
full  membership  potential. 


Harold  Quicker,  Vice  President,  Minneapolis  Star-Tribune, 
here  addresses  The  American  Legion’s  National  Public 
Relations  Commission  at  the  1975  Legion  National  Con- 
vention in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  Commission  regularly 
schedules  media  executives  to  appear  at  Convention  session 
to  enable  them  to  keep  abreast  of  current  trends  in  the  rela- 
tionships between  the  organization  and  the  media,  and  how 
the  Legion’s  Public  Relations  Division  can  best  serve  the 
needs  of  the  media. 


Our  National  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award  for 
1975  went  to  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters  for 
their  production  and  wide  spread  airing  of  the  “Sing  Out 
America”  album.  This  production  was  a particularly  out- 
standing patriotic  presentation  for  this  Bicentennial  period. 
The  award  presentation  took  place  duringthe  annual  Public 
Relations  Luncheon  on  March  1,  1976  at  the  Washington 
Conference.  Vincent  Wasilewski,  President  of  the  NAB,  and 
a bomber  pilot  during  World  War  II,  accepted  the  award  on 
behalf  of  the  Broadcasters  before  the  largest  group  to  attend 
this  luncheon  in  its  history. 

The  Freedom  Bell  has  been  very  much  in  the  news  during 
the  year  as  it  continues  its  journey  aboard  the  American 
Freedom  Train.  In  April,  1976,  the  train  completed  one  year 
of  its  American  tour,  which  will  conclude  in  Dec.  1976.  We 
have  been  mindful  of  the  need  for  action  on  the  establish- 
ment of  a permanent  spot  for  the  Bell  in  a prominent  loca- 
tion in  the  nation’s  capital.  To  this  end,  we  appointed  a 
special  committee,  composed  of  members  of  our  commis- 
sion from  the  Washington  area,  to  work  with  the  Congress 
on  legislation  designed  to  permit  us  to  place  the  Bell  in  a 
structure  on  the  Mall.  Edward  Durell  Stone,  the  world 
famous  architect,  has  agreed  to  design  the  structure  housing 
the  Bell,  and  we  anticipate  no  insurmountable  problems  in 
completing  this  project  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

The  National  Public  Relations  Division  gave  major  sup- 
port to  the  Legion-Auxiliary  cooperative  drive  with  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  starting  with  the  preparation  of  a 
press  kit,  through  the  every  member  mailing,  the  mainten- 
ance of  liaison  with  the  Cancer  Society  including  develop- 
ment of  lists  of  projects  local  posts  and  units  might  use  as 
fund  raisers,  a continuing  flow  of  internal  publicity  to  keep 
the  project  before  the  membership,  representation  of  the 
Legion  at  the  Society’s  Crusade  Kickoff  as  a panelist,  co- 
ordination of  offer  of  free  trips  to  Acapulco  from  Commis- 
sion Member  Frank  Brandstetter  as  incentives  for  giving, 
and  constant  updating  of  progress  of  campaign  through  in- 
ternal publications. 


Immediate  Past  National  Commander  James  M.  Wagon- 
seller  (left)  is  pictured  presenting  The  American  Legion's 
coveted  Fourth  Estate  Award  to  columnist  Jim  Bishop  at  the 
1975  National  Convention.  National  Adjutant  William  F. 
Hauck  and  National  Public  Relations  Director  James  C. 
Watkins  assist  with  the  presentation. 
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We  continue  our  support  of  Legion  programs  through  the 
American  Legion  News  Service  picture  service,  furnishing 
cartoon-type  illustrations  and  news  photos  for  use  by  Legion 
publications  on  significant  patriotic  holidays  and  in  support 
of  Legion  activities.  In  support  of  Americanism’s  “Get  Out 
the  Vote”  Bicentennial  year  push,  we  prepared  materials  for 
and  assisted  in  the  production  and  assembly  of  10,000  spe- 
cial kits  designed  to  help  local  posts  in  the  effort.  This  is  the 
second  full  year  that  we  have  processed  our  news  photos  in 
our  own  laboratory  facilities  at  the  Washington  office. 
Significant  savings  have  been  realized,  with  no  loss  of  qual- 
ity, and  an  increased  capability  to  respond  quickly  with 
photos  of  news  events  for  the  media. 

We  continued  during  this  year  to  provide  on-the-spot 
coverage  of  The  American  Legion  Oratorical  Contest,  as 
well  as  coverage  and  other  support  for  Boys  Nation-Girls 
Nation.  We  also  provided  news  and  photo  coverage  of  the 
Legion’s  Baseball  World  Series. 

Finally,  we  are  completing  our  plans  for  the  1976  Na- 
tional Convention  in  Seattle.  In  the  months  preceding  the 
convention,  we  have  built  an  outstanding  relationship  with 
the  media  in  that  city,  and  coverage  of  the  convention  activi- 
ties promises  to  be  excellent. 


When  one  views  the  vast  service  program  in  effect  in  the 
Posts  and  at  the  Department  and  National  levels  of  The 
American  Legion,  it  is  clear  that  Legionnaires  regard  the 
rehabilitation  and  welfare  of  war  veterans,  their  dependents 
and  survivors  as  the  prime  responsibility  of  our 
Organization.  Consistent  with  that  belief,  the  delegates  to 
the  57th  National  Convention  last  August  adopted  a broad 
program  calling  for  legislative  and  administrative  action 
during  the  year  1975-76. 

Principal  areas  of  attention  in  the  legislative  field  are  the 
need  for  further  adjustment  in  compensation  rates  for  the 
service  disabled,  reform  of  the  pension  program  for  veterans 
and  survivors,  upward  adjustment  in  monthly  payments  to 
Vietnam  veterans  pursuing  courses  in  education  and 
training,  a solution  to  the  problem  of  professional  pay  scales 


in  the  VA  Department  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  and 
adequate  funding  for  the  renovation  and  replacement  of 
aging  medical  facilities  and  equipment. 

The  Legion’s  legislative  program  has  shown  some 
progress  during  the  first  session  of  the  94th  Congress,  which 
is  now  completing  its  second  session.  On  Aug.  5,  1975,  the 
President  approved  Public  Law  94-71,  the  Veterans 
Disability  Compensation  and  Survivor  Benefits  Act  of  1975. 
This  new  law  provided  substantial  increases  in  com- 
pensation payments  to  the  service  disabled,  and  in 
Dependency  and  Indemnity  Compensation  payments  to  the 
survivors  of  veterans  who  died  as  a result  of  service-incurred 
disabilities.  An  American  Legion  representative  testified  in 
support  of  Public  Law  94-123,  the  Veterans  Administration 
Physicians  and  Dentists  Pay  Comparability  Act  of  1975. 
This  legislation  was  made  necessary  by  the  fact  that  salary 
levels  for  VA  physicians  and  dentists  have  lagged  in 
comparison  to  those  provided  similar  professionals  in  the 
Armed  Forces  and  other  Federal  agencies,  and  in  the  private 
sector.  At  stake  is  the  recruitment  and  retention  of  top 
quality  professionals  in  the  VA  Department  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery. 


Officers jor  The  American  Legion  Department  Service  Offi- 
cers Organization  jor  1976-77,  elected  during  the  Washing- 
ton Conference,  are  (left  to  right):  Fred  Heinle,  Wis.,  secre- 
tary-treasurer; Charles  Zeglin,  Pa.,  president;  Andrew  Gor- 
don, N.M.,  alternate  president;  Paul  Blake,  N.C.,  sergeant- 
at-arms;  and  Phil  Gavin,  Mass.,  chaplain. 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  (seated  front  row 
third Jrom  lejt)  chats  with  Representative  Keith  G.  Sebelius, 
oj  Kansas,  as  he  prepares  to  deliver  American  Legion  testi- 
mony on  Legion  legislative  objectives  in  the  area  of  veterans 
ajjairs  to  the  HSuse  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs.  Rep. 
Sebelius  introduced  the  National  Commander,  and  the  pair 
are  jlanked  by  Legion  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
and  Legislative  officials. 


VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 
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For  the  current  fiscal  year,  Congress  has  approved 
appropriations  to  establish  five  new  national  cemeteries.  The 
new  cemetery  in  Massachusetts  is  scheduled  to  begin 
accepting  burials  in  March,  1978,  with  the  potential  number 
of  graves  set  at  360,000.  In  California,  the  new  cemetery  at 
March  Field  in  Riverside  is  scheduled  to  open  in  April,  1978, 
with  potential  gravesites  numbering  390,000.  An  opening 
date  has  not  been  set  for  the  new  cemetery  in  Pennsylvania; 
however,  the  land  to  be  secured  and  developed  will  provide 
some  390,000  burial  sites.  Action  is  currently  under  way  to 
transfer  certain  land  at  the  Marine  Base  at  Quantico,  Va.,  for 
a new  cemetery  to  supplement  Arlington  National 
Cemetery.  Also,  a site  has  been  selected  on  Long  Island  in 
New  York,  of  approximately  900  acres,  to  take  the  place  of 
the  Long  Island  National  Cemetery,  which  is  about  to  close. 
This  latter  cemetery  would  be  the  largest  of  all  the  new 
national  cemeteries. 

While  The  American  Legion  is  supporting  many 
legislative  proposals  pending  in  Congress,  none  is  more 
important  than  the  need  for  reform  of  the  pension  program 
for  veterans  and  survivors.  The  present  VA  pension  program 
is  manifestly  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  aging  and  totally 
disabled  veterans  and  surviving  widows.  For  one  thing, 
every  time  there  is  an  increase  in  Social  Security  payments, 
thousands  of  veterans  and  widows  either  have  their  pensions 
reduced  or  discontinued,  thus  defeating  the  very  purpose  for 
which  the  pension  program  was  established. 

The  American  Legion  has  proposed  a new  approach  to  the 
pension  program.  It  would  provide  for  an  income  floor  to  be 
established  for  all  pensioners,  geared  to  the  cost-of-living 
index,  and  assuring  pensioners  a minimum  yearly  income, 
fixed  above  the  officially  identified  poverty  level.  The 
pension  paid  by  the  VA  would  be  decreased  on  a dollar  for 
dollar  basis,  in  response  to  income  from  other  sources 
available  to  the  pensioner.  A bill  along  these  lines  has 
already  passed  the  Senate,  and  is  pending  consideration  by 
the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs.  When  hearings 
on  this  measure  are  held,  an  American  Legion  representative 
will  testify,  with  specific  recommendations. 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  presents  Dr.  John  D. 
Chase,  Chiej  Medical  Director  oj  the  Veterans  Administra- 
tion’s Department  oj  Medicine  and  Surgery,  a “ Citation  of 
Commendation”  commemorating  the  thirtieth  anniversary 
oj  the  VA  Department  oj  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


The  plan  outlined  above  and  supported  by  the  Ix-gion  has 
the  best  chance  of  passage  in  Congress.  At  present  there  is  no 
discernible  sentiment  in  Congress  favoring  a general 
pension,  without  a needs  test.  The  idea  of  a general  pension 
was  debated  and  rejected  by  the  1975  National  Convention. 

There  has  been  a brisk  struggle  in  Congress  over  funding 
for  veterans  programs  for  the  new  fiscal  year,  to  begin  on 
Oct.  1 . The  American  Legion  exerted  its  strongest  influence 
to  secure  adequate  funding  for  veterans  programs.  At  this 
point  the  outlook  is  favorable.  It  will,  of  course,  be  necessary 
to  continue  on  the  alert  for  new  problems  until  the 
appropriations  bills  are  passed  and  approved  by  the 
President.  As  recently  as  May,  the  President  has  sent  a 
message  to  Congress,  asking  for  additional  funding  to  allow 
the  VA  to  continue  planning  for  eight  new  and  replacement 
hospitals,  badly  needed  in  the  VA  hospital  system.  The 
American  Legion  has  applauded  this  Presidential  action. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  condensed  report  was 
prepared  early  in  May,  and  that  a number  of  legislative 
objectives  in  the  field  of  veterans  affairs  have  yet  to  be 
accomplished  during  the  second  session  of  the  94th 
Congress.  The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission  stands  ready  to  support  all  American  Legion 
mandates  having  to  do  with  veterans  affairs. 


NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  COMMISSION 


Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana)  Chairman 
Mylio  S.  Kraja  (Ohio)  Director 


The  National  Legislative  Commission  for  the  past  57  years 
has  endeavored  to  implement  the  legislative  mandates  of  The 
American  Legion  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  as 
expressed  in  resolutions  adopted  at  National  Conventions 
and  at  meetings  of  the  National  Executive  Committee.  The 
Legislative  News  Bulletin  is  an  important  tool  we  utilize  to 
keep  The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  informed  of  Congressional  activity  affecting  the 
veteran  and  his  dependent. 

Our  legislative  portfolio  for  the  94th  Congress  contains 
241  resolutions  embracing  all  facets  of  American  Legion 
programs.  Well  over  100  of  these  resolutions  have  been 
wholly  or  partially  accomplished  and  we  anticipate  more  will 
be  satisfied  before  this  Congress  adjourns.  The  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  1976  Convention  will  form  the  nucleus  of  our 
legislative  program  for  the  95th  Congress. 


Your  Legislative  Commission  through  its  Washington 
staff  seeks  members  of  the  Congress  to  sponsor  legislation  in 
compliance  with  our  mandates  and  presents  testimony 
regularly  before  Congressional  Committees  having  jurisdic- 
tion over  matters  on  which  we  have  an  official  position.  This 
year  we  have  sponsored  and  supported  legislation  to  accom- 
plish Legion  objectives  in  the  areas  of  veterans  compensa- 
tion, pension  reform,  VA  hospital  and  medical  care  and 
adequate  compensation  levels  to  attract  and  retain  the  high- 
est quality  professional  staff. 

Bills  to  have  the  Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 
elevated  to  Cabinet  rank  with  sole  responsibility  for  admin- 
istering veterans  programs  and  legislation  to  improve  our 
Nation’s  cemetery  system  were  also  introduced  and  strongly 
supported  by  the  Legion. 

We  also  have  supported  legislation  affecting  the  areas  of 
children  and  youth,  continued  support  for  the  FBI  and  CIA, 
reestablishment  of  the  House  Committee  on  Internal  Secur- 
ity and  adequate  funding  for  the  Senate  Judiciary  Subcom- 
mittee on  Internal  Security.  Despite  the  controversy  over 
foreign  and  domestic  policy,  budget  targets  and  ceilings,  and 
pressures  associated  with  a Presidential  election  year,  the 
94th  Congress  enacted  a substantial  amount  of  legislation 
benefiting  the  veteran  population.  Included  are  increases  in 
the  Dependency  and  Indemnity  Compensation  program,  re- 
turn of  Veterans  Day  to  November  1 1 , improvements  in  the 
pay  structure  for  V A physicians  and  dentists  and  hikes  in  dis- 
ability and  death  pension  benefits. 

Also,  a favorable  decision  from  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  ruled  that  the  Boys  and  Girls 
State  programs  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  were  not  in  violation  of  title  IX  of  the 
Higher  Education  Act  that  specifically  deals  with  sex 
discrimination.  Resolutions  introduced  at  Legion  request  to 
honor  the  family  and  employ  the  older  worker  passed  the 
Congress  and  were  signed  into  law.  Your  Legislative  Com- 
mission was  also  successful  in  having  legislation  approved 
renewing  for  an  additional  14  years  the  patents  on  the 
emblems  of  The  American  Legion,  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  Sons  of  the  American  Legion. 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  completed  a week 
long  session  oj  Congressional  appointments  during  his 
initial  visits  to  Capitol  Hill  in  pursuit  of  The  American 
Legion’s  legislative  goals.  He  is  shown  here  with  Congress- 
man Ray  Roberts  of  Texas,  Chairman  of  the  House 
Veterans  Affairs  Committee. 


As  we  prepare  this  summary  there  are  a number  of  bills 
pending  which,  if  enacted,  will  accomplish  other  legislative 
objectives  of  The  American  Legion.  Through  the  remainder 
of  this  session,  your  Commission  will  concentrate  on  legisla- 
tion to  improve  the  compensation  and  pension  programs, 
further  development  of  the  national  cemetery  system,  in- 
creases in  educational  assistance  allowances  for  Vietnam  era 
veterans,  Flag  Code  revision  and  adequate  funding  for  the 
programs  administered  by  the  VA. 

Your  Commission  will  insist  that  funds  be  earmarked  for 
the  Department  of  Labor  to  cover  the  job  placement  and 
counseling  services  that  our  veterans  so  desperately  need. 
We  will  also  support  legislation  for  improvements  in  the 
veterans  housing  program  and  will  continue  to  implement 
the  Legion’s  clout  with  Congress  to  insure  a strong  national 
defense  and  foreign  relations  policy. 

However,  we  will  oppose  any  attempts  to  grant  uncondi- 
tional amnesty  to  deserters  and  draft  evaders,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  object  to  the  creation  of  any  new  treaties  that  would 
in  any  way  diminish  U.S.  control  over  the  Panama  Canal 
and  Canal  Zone.  We  will  also  ask  the  Congress  to  pass  legis- 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  (left)  is  greeted  by 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike  Mansfield  as  the  National 
Commander  pays  a courtesy  call  on  Capitol  Hill  in  the  inter- 
est oj  furthering  the  organization’s  legislative  program.  Ac- 
companying the  National  Commander  is  Legion  National 
Legislative  Commission  Chairman  Frank  Hamilton  of  Indi- 
ana (right). 


National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  engages  Senator 
Vance  Hartke,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Veterans  Afjairs,  in  thoughtful  conversation  during  a lunch- 
eon jor  members  of  Congress  hosted  by  the  National  Legis- 
lative Commission  during  the  1976  Washington  Confer- 
ence. 
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lation  removing  the  restriction  on  use  of  additional  months 
of  training  eligibility  under  the  veterans  education  program 
and  oppose  extension  of  educational  eligibility  for  certain 
veterans  beyond  the  10  year  delimiting  date. 

The  Legislative  Commission  has  met  once  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  since  the  Minneapolis  Convention  last  August 
and  Subcommittees  thereof  have  been  called  into  session 
twice  to  participate  in  meetings  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee. 


We  continue  to  receive  splendid  cooperation  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  our  legislative  pursuits  to 
enhance  the  well-being  of  our  veterans,  his  widow  and  survi- 
vors. The  Commission  and  its  staff  want  to  acknowledge  the 
enthusiastic  cooperation  we  have  received  from  the  Na- 
tional Officers,  Commissions  and  divisions  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  This  sup- 
port coupled  with  the  assistance  from  our  Department  Offi- 
cers and  Legislative  Council  has  made  possible  a productive 
legislative  year. 


In  his  travels  across  the  country  during  his  term  of  office,  Na- 
tional Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  to  many  state  legislatures  in  session  and  to  meet  with 
the  chiej  executives  oj  many  states.  Here  he  meets  with  Indi- 
ana Governor  Otis  R.  Bowen,  M.D.,  during  one  of  his  many 
visits  to  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 


Al  Keller,  Jr.  (Illinois)  Chairman 
Austin  E.  Kerby  (Maryland)  Director 


The  economic  status  of  veterans  is  usually  a reflection  of 
the  economic  health  of  the  country.  This  has  been  true  this 
past  year:  employment  prospects  have  improved,  but  the 


individuals,  veterans  and  others,  who  remain  unemployed 
are  still  suffering;  veterans  looking  lor  homes  are  Irustrated 
by  a low  supply  but  high  costs  and  high  interest  rates;  and 
veterans  are  worried  and  concerned  over  questions  of  usable 
income,  inflation,  energy  and  all  of  those  economic  practices 
which  have  an  inevitable  effect  on  the  way  we  live. 

There  are  several  areas,  however,  of  particular  concern  to 
veterans  and  the  Economic  Commission.  One  is  the 
unemployment  rate  of  the  young  Vietnam  era  veterans, 
which  as  of  January  1976  was  18.9  percent,  6.9  percentage 
points  above  that  for  nonveterans  in  the  same  age  range. 

One  reason  for  this  disparity  is  that  the  Comprehensive 
Employment  and  Training  Act  (CE  T A),  which  replaced  pro- 
grams under  the  Department  of  Labor  in  which  veterans  had 
preference  and  a proportionate  share  of  the  training  slots, 
has  no  clear  mandate  for  veterans’  preference.  The  only  way 
to  insure  that  the  employment  interests  of  veterans  will  be 
considered  is  through  service  by  American  Legionnaires  and 
other  interested  individuals  on  the  local  planning  councils  of 
CETA,  but  such  efforts  are  not  proving  adequate.  Available 
figures  are  inconclusive,  because  not  all  CETA  job  or  job 
training  assignments  go  through  the  local  public  employ- 
ment offices  which  supply  veteran  placement  statistics,  but 
these  show  only  one-half  of  one  percent  placement  of 
veterans.  The  Economic  Commission,  through  the  Legis- 
lative Division,  is  seeking  an  amendment  to  PL  93-203 
(CETA)  to  provide  for  veterans’  preference,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  bring  the  problem  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

Another  area  where  legislation  is  not  meeting  the  need  to 
improve  employment  assistance  to  Veterans  is  in  the 
Veterans  Employment  Service,  and  the  local  public 
employment  offices  across  the  country.  The  Economic 
Commission  is  firmly  convinced  that  only  an  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veterans  Employment  will  be  able  to 
activate  the  Department  of  Labor  to  deliver  the  mandated 
and  necessary  employment  services  to  veterans.  The 


One  oj  The  American  Legion  Economic  programs  is  the 
selection  and  recognition  of  the  small  and  large  “ Employer- 
oj-the-  Year”  for  their  record  of  employment  of  veterans. 
Shown  here  receiving  the  1975  awards  from  then  National 
Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  (second from  left),  are: 
John  E.  Gallery  (right) plant  manager,  Fleishman  Distilling 
Corporation,  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  for  the  smaller 
employer  (200  or  fewer  employees)  and  William  L.  Schreck 
(second from  right)  General  Manager,  ITT  Continental  Bak- 
ing Company,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  large  employer  (over  200 
employees). 
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Department  is  finally  beginning  to  implement  the  law  and 
the  Economic  Commission  has  made  detailed  study  of,  and 
commented  on,  proposed  regulations  in  the  Federal  Register 
for  establishing  definitive  performance  standards  for  the 
delivery  of  veterans  employment  assistance  in  the  State 
employment  service,  for  fulfilling  the  requirements  that 
Federal  contractors  and  subcontractors  with  contracts  for 
over  a certain  amount  must  take  affirmative  action  to 
employ  certain  eligible  veterans,  and  on  CETA.  None  of 
these  regulations  have  been  published  in  final  form, 
however.  The  Washington  staff  attend  various  meetings 
concerning  services  to  veterans,  and  also  attempt,  through 
close  and  continuing  relationships  with  Department  of 
Labor  officials,  to  keep  the  employment  needs  of  veterans 
before  them. 

Of  continuing  concern  is  veterans’  preference  in  federal 
employment.  Besides  representing  veterans  in  appealing 
adverse  civil  service  decisions,  the  Commission  has  been 
studying  various  attacks  on  the  principle  of  veterans’ 
preference,  and  of  the  possible  effect  on  it  of  decisions  in 
various  courts  and  legislatures  on  veterans’  preference  in  the 
States.  A one-day  meeting  of  a Special  Committee  on 
Veterans’  Preference,  with  participation  by  Civil  Service 
Commission  staff,  was  held  on  February  29, 1976,  to  discuss 
the  law,  recent  developments,  and  possible  safeguards. 
Inquiries  have  been  directed  to  various  Government 
departments  and  agencies  concerning  their  percentage  of 
new  veteran  hires  because  these  vary  so  greatly.  Contracting 
out  of  government  services  continues  to  be  a factor  in 
limiting  veterans  employment  by  the  government. 

The  Economic  Commission  continues  its  activity  in  the 
citation  awards  program  to  recognize  employers  for 
excellent  records  in  employment  of  older  workers,  the 
handicapped,  and  of  veterans,  as  well  as  keeping  a watchful 
eye  on  various  government  agencies  whose  activities 


A.  B.  Fennell  (right),  is  awarded  a plaque  in  recognition  of 
his  years  of  outstanding  service  to  the  veterans  of  South 
Carolina  during  his  tenure  as  Veterans  Employment  Repre- 
sentative Jor  South  Carolina.  Making  the  presentation  is 
Ralph  Hall  (Center),  veterans  employment  representative, 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  assisted  by  South  Carolina 
Senator  Strom  Thurmond  (left). 


especially  affect  veterans,  or  for  which  we  have  special 
mandates.  Some  of  these  are  the  savings  bonds  program  of 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  certain  programs  of  the 
Small  Business  Administration  and  the  Agriculture 
Department,  the  Interagency  Committee  on  the  Jobs  for 
Veterans  program,  a special  committee  on  veterans  for  the 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  and  the 
home  loan  program  of  the  Veterans  Administration.  Notices 
of  the  White  House  Conference  on  Disabled  Individuals, 
scheduled  for  May  25-29,  1977,  calling  for  maximum  Legion 
participation  at  the  pre-Conference  meetings  to  be  held  in 
the  communities  and  States,  were  sent  out  jointly  with  the 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission. 

At  the  1975  National  Convention,  the  Economic 
Commission  was  given  jurisdiction  over  all  resolutions 
pertaining  to  the  broad  area  of  “energy,”  which  has  proven 
to  be  very  broad.  Programs  on  energy  have  been  included  in 
various  Economic  meetings,  and  two  resolutions  on  the 
subject  have  been  approved. 

To  enable  the  Commission  to  pass  on  reminders,  notes, 
and  various  small  items  of  information,  a quarterly 
newsletter,  “Nuggets,”  was  begun.  The  first  issue  appeared 
April  1976,  the  second  is  scheduled  for  July  1976. 


NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMISSION 


Emmett  G.  lenihan  (Washington)  Chairman 
James  R.  Wilson,  (Pennsylvania)  Director 


When  1 was  privileged  to  assume  this  high  office  in  Minne- 
apolis last  year,  I chose  as  my  theme,  “America’s  Calling  — 
Pledge  Allegiance  to  Freedom.” 

While  I believe  that  theme  is  appropriate  to  the  Bicenten- 
nial, it  is  also  most  appropriate  to  Pledge  Allegiance  to  Free- 
dom in  our  staunch  determination  to  carry  to  the  people  of 
America  and  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  cause 
Jor  an  adequate  national  defense. 

HARRY  G.  WILES 
National  Commander 

During  the  past  year,  as  it  has  since  The  American 
Legion’s  inception,  the  principal  thrust  of  the  National 
Security  Commission’s  legislative  and  programming  activi- 
ties has  been  directed  toward  alerting  our  own  membership, 
the  nation’s  legislators  and  the  general  public  to  the  need  to 
retain  a strong  system  of  national  defense.  Resolution  169  of 
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the  57th  National  Convention  urged  the  United  States  be  re- 
stored to  a position  of  world  military  superiority  and  urged 
the  American  people  to  display  the  collective  will  essential  to 
responsible  leadership  and  cooperation  throughout  the 
world. 

National  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles  has  made  the  as- 
surance of  a strong  defense  one  of  his  primary  topics  in  ad- 
dresses throughout  the  country.  Additionally,  the  National 
Commander  and  Chairman  Emmett  G.  Lenihan  have  met 
personally  with  key  Congressional,  government  and  mili- 
tary leaders  to  discuss  The  American  Legion’s  views  on  the 
defense  needs  of  the  United  States.  In  support  of  National 
Convention  mandates,  Legion  witnesses  presented  testi- 
mony on  the  defense  budget,  Selective  Service,  amnesty,  civil 
defense,  the  Merchant  Marine  and  related  matters  to  the  ap- 
propriate committees  of  the  Congress. 

Highlights  of  the  35  resolutions  adopted  at  the  57th  Na- 
tional Convention,  which  guided  the  Commission’s  activi- 
ties during  the  past  year,  are:  opposition  to  unionization  of 
the  Armed  Forces;  support  for  a modernized  TRIAD 
including  the  B-l  bomber,  the  Trident  SLBM  and  Minute- 
man  III;  opposition  to  amnesty  for  draft  evaders  or 
deserters;  updating  our  conventional  forces  and  continuing  a 
vigorous  research  and  development  program;  opposing  fire- 
arms registration  and  supporting  mandatory  sentencing  for 
use  of  firearms  in  the  commission  of  a crime;  continuing  a 
viable  Selective  Service  System  and  a broad  national  civil  de- 
fense program;  and,  continuing  support  for  our  men  and 
women  in  uniform. 

The  following  are  brief  highlights  of  the  principal  pro- 
gram activities  of  the  National  Security  Commission  and 
Committees  during  the  past  year: 

ROTC  Medals 

During  the  year,  reports  were  received  that  583  ROTC 
medals  were  presented  at  1 1 6 colleges  and  universities  and  6 1 
high  schools  in  42  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Ger- 
many, Spain,  England  and  Puerto  Rico. 

To  create  added  incentive,  in  the  fall  of  1975,  the  National 
Executive  Committee  established  the  Paul  H.  Griffith 
ROTC  Trophy.  Its  objective  is  to  recognize  the  Depart- 
ment of  The  American  Legion  giving  the  greatest  support  to 
ROTC  during  the  past  year.  The  first  presentation  will  be 
made  at  the  58th  National  Convention. 


General  William  V.  McBride,  Vice  Chief  of  Staff  USAF, 
speaks  to  the  National  Security  Commission  during  The 
American  Legion’s  1976  Washington  Conference. 


Blood  Donor  Activities 

Forty-two  Departments  actively  participated  in  I he 
American  Legion  Blood  Program  during  the  past  year.  For 
the  13th  consecutive  year,  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island 
won  the  National  Commander’s  Award  for  the  largest  per- 
centage of  Post  participation  (100%).  I he  Department  of 
Wisconsin  had  33.2%  of  its  membership  donating  blood  dur- 
ing the  year,  earning  the  second  of  two  National  Com- 
mander’s Blood  Awards. 

Special  emphasis  again  was  placed  on  the  Holiday  Blood 
Drive  during  1975  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Na- 
tional Red  Cross.  The  American  Legion  continues  to 
actively  participate  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  American  Blood  Commission. 

Disaster  Relief  Understanding 

The  year  1976  marks  the  5 1st  year  of  cooperation  between 
the  American  National  Red  Cross  and  The  American  Legion 
in  disaster  preparedness  and  assistance  in  all  types  of  natural 
(Continued  on  Page  128) 


Daniel  Drew,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  (center) presents  an  Ameri- 
can Legion  R.O.  T.C.  award  to  an  outstanding  cadet  at  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh.  The  Legion's  R.O.  T.  C.  award  pro- 
gram Jor  recognizing  outstanding  young  people  in  R.  O.  T.  C. 
was  given  new  emphasis  this  year  by  presentation  to  the  Na- 
tional Organization  of  the  Paul  Griffith  Trophy  to  be  given 
each  year  to  The  American  Legion  Department  with  the 
most  active  program  of  recognition  to  R.O.  T.C.  standouts. 
The  trophy  was  given  by  friends  of  the  late  Past  National 
Commander  and  former  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 

Griffith. 


General  Frederick  C.  Weyand,  Chief  of  Staff,  United  States 
Army,  is  shown  here  as  the  military  speaker  before  the  1975 
American  Legion  National  Convention.  The  tradition  of  a 
military  speaker  before  Legion  Conventions  is  to  keep  the 
organization  as  well  informed  as  possible  on  matters  con- 
cerning national  security. 
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exhibit  A 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Statement  of  Income 


REVENUES: 

National  dues 

Less:  Dues  allocated  to: 

Rehabilitation 

Publications  Division 


Dues  available  for  current  operations  . . 

Publications  Division  (including  dues  allocation) 

Emblem  Division 

Restricted  income 

Other  income 


Year  Ended  December  31 
1975  1974 

$ 6,748,882  $ 6,684,021 


674,081  667,999 

2,699,554  2,673,625 


3,373,635 

3,375,247 

4,170,946 

2,901,479 

149,611 

740,310 


3,341,624 

3,342,397 

3,943,192 

2,472,705 

145,030 

777,501 


11,337,593  10,680,825 


EXPENSES: 

Publications  Division 

Emblem  Division 

Salaries  and  employee  benefits 

Executive  and  staff  travel 

Commission  and  committee 

Operational 

Office 

Occupancy  and  usage 

Special  projects  (net  of  related  income) 

Charges  to  other  areas  (Publications,  Emblem, 
Children  and  Youth,  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation) 


4,472,624 

2,531,310 

2,647,257 

308,479 

497,896 

718,023 

405,450 

277,546 

412,702 


4,072,567 

2,248,597 

2,480,710 

228,570 

485,592 

730,468 

393,807 

225,776 

339,484 


( 1,222,980)  ( 1,159,028) 

11,048,307  10,046,543 


NET  INCOME— exhibit  C 


S 289,286  $ 634,282 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Financial  Condition 


December  31 


ASSETS 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Cash  on  deposit  and  on  hand 

Accounts  receivable: 

Emblem  and  Publications 

Other 

Inventories — at  cost: 

Publications  Division 

Emblem  Division  

Prepaid  expenses,  supplies,  advances  and  deposits 

Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $8,847,576  in  1975, 

$8,354,032  in  1974)— note  3 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment— at  cost 

Deduct:  Accumulated  depreciation  (straight-line  method) 


Washington,  D.C.  real  estate — building 

and  site — at  cost 

Deduct:  Accumulated  depreciation  (straight-line 
method) — note  4 


Add:  Funded  depreciation  reserve  (securities — 

market  value  $360,036  in  1975,  $337,620  in  1974) — note  4 


Total  current  funds 

NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund: 

Uninvested  cash  

Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $324,288  in 
1975,  $307,089  in  1974)  


Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Trust  Fund: 

Uninvested  cash  

Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $99,225  in  1975) 


Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund — note  6: 

Uninvested  cash  

Accounts  receivable  from  participating  units  . . 
Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $6,532,935 
in  1975,  $4,645,342  in  1974) 


1975 


1974 


$ 820,374 

$ 586,892 

231,240 

91,039 

95,376 

57,186 

582,687 

427,599 

567,362 

492,966 

286,913 

130,790 

8,762,366 

8,318,121 

832,819 

812,730 

566,719 

538,002 

266,100 

274,728 

821,217 

821,217 

355,784 

337,720 

465,433 

483,497 

355,784 

337,720 

821,217 

821,217 

12,433,635 

1 1,200,538 

9,653 

12,898 

349,575 

337,931 

359,228 

350,829 

11,304 

99,188 

110,492  

25,552 

25,817 

61,135 

70,375 

7,132,988 

6,681,037 

7,219,675 

6,777,229 

$20,123,030 

$18,328,596 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Exhibit  B 


LIABILITIES  AND  FUNDS 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Accounts  payable 

Credit  balances  in  accounts  receivable 

Employees’  withholdings 

Accrued  state  and  federal  taxes 

Emblem  merchandise  undelivered  

Membership  life  insurance  premiums  payable-  note  2 . 
Deferred  income: 

Dues  paid  in  advance 

Subscriptions  paid  in  advance 

Current  fund  balances — exhibit  C: 

Restricted: 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Fund 

Children  and  Youth  Fund 

Restricted  Fund— notes  3 and  5 

Reserve  Fund  —note  3 

Gift  to  the  Nation  Maintenance  Fund  -note  3 

Freedom  Bell  Fund  

Cancer  Drive  Fund 

Other  restricted  funds  

Appropriated  surplus  reserves — note  5 

Unappropriated  surplus 


December  31 

1975  1974 


$ 246,573 

1 1,970 
27,884 
3,974 
106,292 
288,073 

3,074,720 

2,043,614 


203,218 

183,085 

2,370,606 

1,006,222 

133,563 

141,133 

536,440 

53,115 

1,222,451 

780,702 


$ 253,794 

14,002 
26,958 
5,003 
84,457 
242,810 

2,905,199 

1,932,733 


423,606 

191,047 

2,200,219 

1,005,626 

130,441 


60,904 

1,346,074 

377,665 


Total  current  funds 

NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS— exhibit  C: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund: 

Fund  balance 


12,433,635 


359,228 


1 1,200,538 


350.829 


359,228  350,829 


Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Trust  Fund: 
Fund  balance 


110,492 


110,492 


Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund: 
Fund  balance 


7,219,675  6.777,229 


7,219,675  6,777,229 

$20,123,030  $18,328,596 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1975 


Restricted 

Funds 

BALANCES,  JANUARY  1,  1975 $4,01 1,843 


ADDITIONS: 

Dues  allocated  for  rehabilitation 674,081 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  income 

transferred  to  The  American  Legion 500,000 

Contributions  received 737,834 

Investment  income  credited  directly  to  fund  174,996 

Oratorical  contest  prizes  charged 

against  current  operations 44,000 

Net  income — exhibit  A 


2,130,911 

DEDUCTIONS: 

Expenditures  charged  directly  to  funds.  1,525,244 


INTERFUND  TRANSFERS— note  5: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance  Commission  resolutions 9,872 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as  unrestricted 

funds — amount  equal  to  1975  expenditures  charged  to 
current  operations  and  furniture,  fixtures  and 

equipment  additions  capitalized 


9,872 

BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31,  1975 $4,627,382 


(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  3) 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1975 


Exhibit  C 
Sheet  1 


Nonexpendable  Trust  Funds 


Current  Fund  Balances 


Appropriated  Unappropriated 
Surplus  Reserves  Surplus 


Overseas 

Graves 

Decoration 

Trust 


Paid-Up- 

For-Life 

Membership 

Trust 


Employees’ 

Retirement 

Trust 


$1,346,074  $377,665 


$350,829 


$ 


$6,777,229 


17,840 


112,540 

362 


679,378 

179,393 


289,286 


289,286  17,840  112,902  858,771 


9,441  2,410  416,325 


( 9,872) 


( 123,623) 

123,623 

( 123,623) 

113,751 

$1,222,451 

$780,702 

$359,228 

$110,492 

$7,219,675 

(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  2) 
and 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1975 


Current  Appropriated  Surplus  Reserves 

Publications 

Reserve 


Spirit  of  76 
Reserve 


BALANCES,  JANUARY  1,  1975 


$ 211,054  $ 174,469 


INTERFUND  TRANSFERS— note  5: 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as 
unrestricted  funds — amount  equal 
to  1975  expenditures  charged  to 
current  operations  and  furniture, 
fixtures  and  equipment  additions 

capitalized  ( 30,819)  ( 55,532) 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31,  1975 


$ 180,235  $ 118,937 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


122 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1975 


Exhibit  C 
Sheet  2 


Employee 


Be  Counted 
Again 
Reserve 

Special 

Membership 

Program 

Reserve 

Real  Estate 
Reserve 

Convention 

Reserve 

Insurance 

Premium 

Stabilization 

Reserve 

Total 

$22,073 

$ 48,700 

$821,522 

$60,000 

$8,256 

$1,346,074 

( 8,688) 

(28,584) 

( 123,623) 

$13,385  $ 20,116  $821,522  $60,000  $8,256  $1,222,451 


(Exhibit  C 
sheet  1) 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1975 

Current  Restricted  Funds 

Veterans  Affairs 
And  Rehabilitation 
Fund 


BALANCES,  JANUARY  1,  1975 $ 423,606 


ADDITIONS: 

Dues  allocated  for  rehabilitation 674,081 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

income  transferred  to  The  American  Legion 350,000 

Contributions  received 15,005 

Investment  income  credited  directly  to  fund  

Oratorical  contest  prizes  charged  against 

current  operations 

1,039,086 


DEDUCTIONS: 

Expenditures  charged  directly  to  funds 1,259,474 


INTERFUND  TRANSFER— note  5: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance 
Commission  resolutions .... 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31,  1975— exhibit  B 


$ 203,218 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Children 
And  Youth 
Fund 

$191,047 


150,000 

22,250 


172,250 


180,212 


$183,085 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES  Exhibit  C 

YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1975  Sheet  3 


Restricted 

Fund 

Reserve 

Fund 

Gift  to  the 
Nation 
Maintenance 
Fund 

Freedom 

Bell 

Fund 

Cancer 

Drive 

Fund 

Other 

Restricted 

Funds 

Total 

$2,200,219 

$1,005,626 

$130,441 

$ 

$ 

$60,904 

$4,01 1,843 

674,081 

160,515 

596 

6,500 

164,035 

536,440 

104 

7,385 

500,000 

737,834 

174,996 

44,000 

44,000 

160,515 

596 

6,500 

164,035 

536,440 

51,489 

2,130,911 

3,378 

22,902 

59,278 

1,525,244 

9,872 

9,872 

$2,370,606 

$1,006,222 

$133,563 

$141,133 

$536,440 

$53,115 

$4,627,382 

(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  1) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Notes  to  Financial  Statements 


NOTE  1— SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES: 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  reports  for  financial  statement  purposes  on  the  accrual  method  of 
accounting  recognizing  income  when  received  and  expenses  when  incurred. 

The  Legion,  which  is  not  taxable  for  federal  income  tax  purposes  (except  on  unrelated  business  income),  maintains  its 
accounts  on  a modified  fund  accounting  basis  wherein  the  Legion’s  accountability  for  a segment  of  its  fiscal  affairs  is  reflected  in 
various  restricted  fund  balances.  While  the  Legion’s  general  operations  are  reported  in  its  statement  of  income  (exhibit  A),  that 
portion  of  membership  dues,  contributions  and  other  receipts  and  expenditures  restricted  for  specific  Legion  projects  are 
credited  and  charged  directly  to  the  respective  restricted  funds  as  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  changes  in  fund  balances  (exhibit 
C,  sheet  3). 

The  Legion  follows  the  practice  of  capitalizing  significant  additions  to  office  furniture  and  equipment.  These  assets  are 
being  charged  to  general  operations  through  depreciation  charges  computed  on  the  straight-line  method  based  on  the  estimated 
useful  lives  of  the  respective  assets. 

NOTE  2— MEMBERSHIP  LIFE  INSURANCE  PROGRAM: 

In  connection  with  The  American  Legion’s  Life  Insurance  Plan,  the  Legion  has  created  a Trust  Fund  to  which  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  as  Trustee,  holds  legal  title.  The  accumulated  earnings  from  the  trust  fund  and  the 
experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  from  the  insurors  (which  combined  to  a total  of  approximately  $2,325,000  as  of 
December  31,  1975)  may  be  used,  as  directed  by  the  Legion,  for  any  one  or  more  of  the  following  purposes: 

a — to  increase  the  fund. 

b — to  reduce  or  pay  in  full  premiums  thereafter  due  on  the  group  insurance. 

c — to  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants. 

d — to  make  refunds  to  the  participants. 

e — to  make  distributions  to  The  American  Legion  to  be  used  in  the  support  of  its  activities  and  programs  serving  the 
interest  of  the  Legion  and  its  members,  provided  that  such  distributions  are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by  a 
majority  of  its  insured  members. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  item  (e)  above,  the  Legion’s  National  Executive  Committee  has  established  a 
scholarship  program  for  eligible  family  members  of  participants  in  the  life  program  and  expanded  the  oratorical  contest  and 
baseball  programs.  As  of  December  31,  1975  the  trust  has  set  aside  approximately  $180,000  of  accumulated  earnings  and 
experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  for  the  designated  programs. 

NOTE  3— INVESTMENTS: 

At  December  31,  1975,  The  American  Legion  carried  the  following  investments  as  a part  of  its  current  funds: 

BOOK  VALUE 


Restricted 


Fund 

United  States  Government 
Obligations: 

U.S.  Treasury  bills  (A) 

U.S.  Treasury  notes  (B) $1,919,980 

U.S.  Treasury  bonds(C) 445,495 

Uninvested  Cash  (D) 5,131 


Totals $2,370,606 


Reserve 

Fund 

Gift  to  the 
Nation 
Maintenance 
Fund 

Unrestricted 

Total 

$ 771,557 
231,854 
2,811 

$99,906 

$3,981,837 

1,303,795 

$3,981,837 

4,095,238 

677,349 

7,942 

$1,006,222 

$99,906 

$5,285,632 

$8,762,366 

(A)  Maturity  dates  range  from  January  8,  1976  to  June  24,  1976. 

(B)  Maturity  dates  range  from  February,  1976  to  November,  1982.  Coupon  rates  range  from  6 to  8%%. 

(C)  Maturity  dates  range  from  February,  1980  to  May,  1985.  Coupon  rates  range  from  4 to  6Ys%. 

(D)  Uninvested  cash  of  the  Gift  to  the  Nation  Maintenance  Fund  in  the  amount  of  $33,657  is  included  with  cash  on 
deposit  and  on  hand. 

NOTE  4— ACCUMULATED  DEPRECIATION— WASHINGTON,  D.C.  REAL  ESTATE: 

Since  1969  annual  depreciation  of  the  Washington,  D.C.  property  has  been  credited  to  the  accumulated  depreciation 
balance  with  a corresponding  amount  of  investments  and  cash  added  to  the  funded  depreciation  reserve.  Earnings  of  the  funded 
depreciation  reserve  have  been  credited  as  investment  income  available  for  current  operating  purposes  in  the  statement  of 
income. 
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NOTE  5— INTERFUND  TRANSFERS: 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1975,  the  National  Finance  Commission  authorized  an  allocation  from  the 
Legion’s  unappropriated  current  funds  (surplus)  of  $9,872  to  the  Restricted  Fund  pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  by  The 
American  Legion  Tenth  Annual  Convention  which  provides  that  as  of  December  31  each  year,  the  National  Finance 
Commission  is  to  set  aside  in  a restricted  fund  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  Legion’s  net  surplus  accruing  during  each  fiscal  year. 

NOTE  6— EMPLOYEES’  RETIREMENT  PLAN: 

Since  1944,  The  American  Legion  has  maintained  a retirement  plan  for  all  eligible  employees  of  the  national 
headquarters  and  the  Legion’s  various  affiliated  and  subordinate  groups.  Contributions  to  the  plan  are  made  by  the  national 
organization  and  by  the  other  participating  groups  on  the  basis  of  annual  actuarial  valuations.  The  annual  cost  as  determined 
by  the  actuary  is  computed  using  the  aggregate  cost  method.  This  method  includes  in  normal  cost  any  past  service  costs.  1 he 
vested  benefits  of  the  participants  do  not  exceed  the  fund  assets. 

The  assets  of  the  retirement  trust,  which  are  reflected  in  the  accompanying  statement  of  financial  condition,  are  held  by 
the  Merchants  National  Bank  & Trust  Company,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  as  Trustee  of  this  fund. 

NOTE  7— LEASE  CONTRACT: 

During  1975,  the  Legion  revised  its  contract  for  lease  of  computer  equipment.  The  maximum  monthly  rental  under  the 
revised  agreement  was  increased  upon  addition  of  certain  peripheral  equipment  during  1975  from  $11 ,500  to  $ 1 3,3 1 5 through 
March,  1978.  The  total  rental  expense  related  to  this  lease  contract  was  $151,125  in  1975  and  $144,968  in  1974. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  ENDOWMENT  FUND  CORPORATION 

Harry  W.  Colmery  (Kansas),  President 


Foreseeing  the  necessity  for  a regular  annual  income  to 
support  its  war  veterans  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare 
programs,  The  American  Legion,  in  the  year  1925, 
conducted  a national  campaign  for  contributions  to  support 
those  two  programs.  The  proceeds  from  the  campaign  were 
placed  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Legion  Endowment 
Corporation  as  trustee,  a goal  of  $5  million  having  been  set 
and  generous  contributions  being  received. 

The  corporation  was  incorporated  in  1925  under  the  laws 


of  the  State  of  Delaware  and  a trust  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  The  American  Legion  and  the  corporation 
under  which  the  funds  were  administered  by  the  corporation 
and  the  annual  net  income  therefrom  was  paid  to  The 
American  Legion  for  the  use  of  the  two  programs  described. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  endowment  fund  is 
summarized  as  shown  below  for  each  of  the  preceding  years. 
The  figures  shown  were  taken  from  the  annual  audits  of 
Geo.  S.  Olive  & Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


TOTAL  ASSETS 

Net  interest  received 

Expense 

December  31, 
1975 

$7,456,915 

515,387 

12,683 

December  31, 
1974 

$7,455,736 

516,609 

15,350 

December  31, 
1973 

$7,423,287 

653,993 

15,618 

December  31, 
1972 

$7,112,670 

104,900 

5,082 

December  31, 
1971 

$7,112,784 

408,728 

12,699 

Excess  of  income 

Over  expense 

502,704 

501,259 

638,375 

99,818 

396.029 

Earnings  transferred 
or  due  to  The 
American  Legion  . . . 

500,000 

500,000 

360,000 

100,000 

358.826 

Yield  on  average  book 
value  of  Securities 
(percent) 

4.99 

4.98 

2.58 

1.47 

5.99 
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(Continued  from  Page  115) 

disasters.  First  established  in  1926,  the  current  understand- 
ing outlines  the  responsibilities  of  each  organization  in  time 
of  emergency. 

Bicentennial  Operation  Alert 

By  action  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  The 
American  Legion  will  actively  participate  with  the  Ameri- 
can Security  Council  in  Bicentennial  Operation  Alert.  In  a 
letter  to  every  Legionnaire,  National  Commander  Harry  G. 
Wiles  stated: 

“I’ve  discovered  that  we  are  disarming  so  fast  that . . . un- 
less you  and  I act  together  now  to  reverse  the  trend  . . . our 
nation  may  not  survive.  I believe  that  official  Washington 
will  turn  around  if  we  show  them  that  the  majority  of  Ameri- 
cans demand  safety.  And  safety,  for  you  and  me  and  our  chil- 
dren, means  bringing  America  back  to  Number  One.” 


The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  an  organization  of 
nearly  one  million  mothers,  wives,  daughters,  sisters  and 
granddaughters  of  American  Legionnaires,  and  some 
women  veterans,  and  is  recognized  by  The  American  Legion 
as  the  finest,  most  effective  organization  of  patriotic  women 
in  the  world. 

In  practically  every  program  undertaken  by  The  Ameri- 
can Legion,  the  Auxiliary  always  is  there  as  a full  partner, 
and  the  Auxiliary  has  been  there  during  this  American  Bi- 
centennial year  as  a full  partner  with  The  American  Legion 
in  our  two  major  fund  raising  projects,  one  for  the  Freedom 
Bell  and  the  other  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Cancer 
Society  to  raise  funds  for  research  to  help  wipe  out  cancer  in 
our  lifetimes. 

The  Freedom  Bell  fund  has  been  a success  and  the  Bell  has 
travelled  across  the  country  and  back  with  the  Freedom 
Train  during  1975  and  1976.  It  will  be  given  as  a gift  to  the 
nation  on  behalf  of  America’s  children  at  the  end  of  the 
train’s  journey  in  December  of  this  year. 

The  cancer  fund  drive  still  is  in  progress  and  the  Auxiliary 
has  worked  at  our  side  to  make  this  effort  a success  as  we 
strive  toward  a minimum  goal  of  a million  dollars  by  the  time 
of  our  Seattle  National  Convention. 

The  Auxiliary  is  involved  as  a partner  in  yet  another 
major,  joint  Legion-Auxiliary  project  in  observance  of 
America’s  Bicentennial  year  in  the  combined  and  expanded 
Boys  Nation-Girls  Nation  program  for  the  summer  of  1976 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  Williamsburg,  Va.,  and  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  all  scenes  of  major  historical  significance  in  America’s 
first  two  hundred  years. 

There  was  not  an  American  Legion  for  very  long  before 
there  was  an  American  Legion  Auxiliary  as  authorization 
for  the  organization  of  same  was  given  during  the  Legion’s 
first  Annual  National  Convention  during  its  own  founding 
year  of  1919. 


The  Auxiliary  is  structured  along  the  same  organiza- 
tional lines  at  all  levels  as  The  American  Legion  itself,  and 
thus  is  prepared  and  equipped  to  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Legion  whenever  needed,  and  in  any  area  of  Legion  con- 
cern and  interest. 

One  of  the  Auxiliary’s  major  methods  of  supporting  its 
programs  is  through  the  Memorial  Poppy  program,  which 
serves  the  dual  purpose  of  helping  provide  some  therapeutic 
treatment  to  hospitalized  veterans  who  make  the  poppies 
and  are  reimbursed  for  their  labor  through  the  funds  realized 
from  poppy  sales,  while  the  remainder  of  the  proceeds  are 
used  in  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  work.  Despite 
the  totally  humanitarian  nature  of  the  project  it  has  come 
under  attack  from  some  quarters  and  a satisfactory  disposi- 
tion of  the  problem  is  hoped  for  by  Convention  time. 

Mrs.  Alan  (Lotys)  Schanel,  of  Riverside,  R.I.,  is  the  1975- 
76  National  President  of  the  Auxiliary.  Like  the  Legion’s 
current  National  Commander,  she  was  elected  at  the  1975 
National  Convention,  and  will  preside  over  the  1976  Na- 
tional Convention  at  which  time  her  successor  will  be 
selected. 

Another  affiliate  of  The  American  Legion  through  its  rela- 
tionship to  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  La  Boutique 
des  Huit  Chapeaux  et  Quarante  Femmes  (Eight  and  Forty). 
This  organization  of  dedicated  ladies  has  shouldered  the  re- 
sponsibility for  an  important  area  of  research  and  health 
care  covering  the  field  of  lung  and  respiratory  diseases. 

The  group  contributes  active  and  substantial  support  to 
the  Legion’s  Children  & Youth  program  and  operates  its 
own  scholarship  program  for  the  purpose  of  providing  bet- 
ter nursing  care  for  those  afflicted  with  lung  or  respiratory 
diseases. 


American  Legion  Auxiliary  National  President  Mrs.  Alan 
Schanel  presents  Jour  Auxiliary  checks  totaling  $132,500  to 
Commander  Wiles,  $90,000  of  which  was  earmarked  for  the 
Boys  Nation/ Girls  Nation  program.  Other  gifts  were 
designated  for  specific  programs  as  follows:  $20,000  for 
Children  & Youth  work;  $10,000 for  The  American  Legion 
Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc.,  and  $12,500  for  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  programs.  The  presentation  was 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  Spring  1976  meetings  at  National 
Headquarters. 
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(iil beys  Gin  in  the 
frosty  bottle  is  as 


smooth  as  expensive 
imported  gin. 


DISTILLED  LONDON  DRY  GIN,  86  PROOF,  100%  GRAIN  NEUTRAL  SPIRITS,  W.  & A.  GILBEY,  LTD.,  DISTR.  BY  NATIONAL  DISTILLERS  PRODUCTS  CO..  N.  Y.  C. 


“WING”  EPAULETS 

To  protect  the  shoulders 
from  sword  cuts. 


GOLD  SASH 

Always  worn  over 
the  left  shoulder  • 


SPORRAN 

Originally  a leather  wallet,  worn 
suspended  from  the  waistbelt 
to  carry  the  day's  ration.  There  are 
no  pockets  in  the  kilt. 


HOSE  TOPS 

Gaelic  name,  caddis, 
meaning  striped. 


SHOULDER  PIN 

In  cold  weather,  or  at  night, 
a clansman  in  the  field 
would  unfasten  the 
shoulder  pin  so  that  his  plaid 
became  a warm  cloak  or  a blanket. 


DRUM  MAJOR’S  BATON 

The  Scots  have  marched  into 
battle  to  the  skirl  of  the  pipes, 
from  Bannockburn  (1314) 
to  Aden  (1967). 


METAL  “BREASTPLATE” 

Worn  where  belt  and  sash 
cross,  and  carrying  the 

drumsticks  symbolic  of  the 
role  of  the  Drum  Major. 


FEATHER  BONNET 

With  white  hackle 
(feather).  Coloured 
hackles  are  used 
in  the  British  Army 

to  differentiate 
between  regiments. 


SCARLET  DOUBLET 


Known  the  world  over  as 
the  Scottish  and  British 
soldier's  colour. 


SILVER  COLLAR  BADGES 


The  Dewar's  Highlander 
wears  the  Saltire  of  St.  Andrew, 
Patron  Saint  of  Scotland. 


SWORD 


with  basket  hilt.  Worn 
at  the  belt,  it  is  called  in 
Gaelic  the  claith  veg, 
(claybeg),  or  small  sword, 
to  distinguish  it  from  the 
claith  mhor  (claymore), 
or  great  sword. 


PLAID 


means  a garment,  the  main 
garment  of  early  times, 
which  was  kilt  and  blanket-wrap 
all  in  one  piece.  Tartan  is  the 
characteristic  cloth  of  Scotland, 
woven  in  stripes. 


KILT 

Formerly  in  one  piece  with  the 
shoulder  plaid,  but  now  worn 
separately.  Highland  regiments 
of  the  British  Army  wear  the  kilt. 


‘DEWAR'S 
“WHITE  LABEL ” 

Certain  fine  whiskies  from  the  hills  and  glens  of  Scotland  are 
blended  into  every  drop  of  Dewar’s  “White  Label.” 

Before  blending,  every  one  of  these  selected  whiskies  is  rested 
and  matured  in  its  own  snug  vat. 

Then,  one  by  one,  they’re  brought  together  by  the  skilled  hand 
of  the  master  blender  of  Perth. 

Dewar* s never  varies . 
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